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‘The Publifber to the Reader. — 


WHefe SERMONS are thought 
: fit to be put together in one 
- Folume, becaufe of their affini- 
ty to one another, all of them relating 
to the fame Argument, and tending to 
reform the feveral Vicesof the Tongue. 
The Two laft indeed, againft Pragmati- 
calneffe and meddling in the affairs of 
 others,do not fo properly belong to this — 
Subject ; but confidering that this Vice 
is chiefly managed by the Tongue, and. 
1s. almoft ever attended with fome irre- _ 
gularity and. inpifcretion of Speech, 
they are not altogether fo forreign and 
unfutable to it. 
_ Never were Difcourfes of this kind 
more neceffary then in this wicked and 
erverfe Generation ; wherein the Vi- 
ces here reprehended are fo very rife, 
and out of the abundant impiety of 
men's hearts there proceeds fo much 
E:vil-(peaking of all kinds, in Atheiftical 
Dxfeourfes, and blafphemous Raillery, ~ 
and prophane Swearing ; and when: 
Cenforioufnes, DetraCtion, and Slander 


Lhe Publifber to the Reader. 


are {carce accounted faults, even with 


 thofe who would feem to be moft ftrid 


in other parts and duties of Religion. 

Fhe Authour of thefeS ER MONS 
as he wasexemplary in all manner of 
converfation, fo efpecially in this part of 
its being of all men Iever had the hap- 
pinefs to know the cleareft of this com- 
mon guilt, and moft free from Offeding 
in Words coming as near, as is poflible 
for humane frailty to doe, to the per- 
fect Idea of S. Fames his perfed man. So 
that in thefe excellent Difcourfes of his 
he hath onely tranfcribed hisown prac- 
tice. All the Rules which he hath gi- 
ven he moft religioufly obferv’d himfelf; 
and was very. uneafie when at at any 
time he faw ther tranfgrefs'd by others 
in his company. 


_ There is one thing needs excufe, 
namely, That feveral things which are 
more briefly and fummarily faid in the 
Firft Sermon, are repeated in fome of 
the following Difcourfes: which be- 
caufe it could not well be avoided, but 
either by wholly leaving out the Firft 
Sermon, or very much mangling fome 
of the reft, will, it 1s hoped, for that 
reafon be eafily pardoned. | 

oe THE 


‘THE 


: | SE RMON IL : 
S. James 3. 2. 
- Lf any man offend not in word, he i a 
perfect man. 
- SERMON IL. 
Ephef. 5. 4. 
Nor foolifh talking, nor jefting ; 


which are not convenient. 


SE R MON IIL 
S. James 5. 12. 
But above all things, my Brethren, Swear 
mn SE RMON IV. 
Titus 3. 2. 
27 Speak evil of #0 wan, 


-SERM. V.andVI. 


_ Prov. to. 18. 


_ He that uttereth Slander is a Fool. 
SE R- 


The Contents, 
| ‘8 ERMON VIL 


S. Faues 4.1L. . 
Speak not evil of one another, Brethren. 
SERMON VUE 
S. Matthew 7. 1. 
‘ Judge not. 
SER M. IX. and X. 
1 Thefo 4. 11. 
And that ye  fludy to be quiet, and to doe 
your owie bit linefs. 


IMPRIMATUR | 


Hic Liber cui Titulus, | 
(Tett Sermons, ec. ) 


May 288, _ Geor. Thorp, - -R™ in 
oe | °°" * Chrifto Patri, & 
| - Dae Pao Gulielmo, 


_ Archiep.. Caxt, a 
-Sacris Dometticis. 


S. JAMES 3.2. s 

Af any. man. offend. not in word, he i 

2 a 
CO ye Oe 


oe cae 
meee Cb Pore 


His Sentence: ftands in the head 
of @ difcourfé concerning the 

. © _ Tongue, (that doubtfull en- 

gine ‘of good and evil,) wherein how 

excellent benefits, and how grievous. _ | 

-mifchiefs, it, as rightly or perverfly | 

wielded, is apt to produce, how it is 

both a {weet inftrument of all goodne&s, 

and a {harp weapon of all iniquity, is 

pofitively laid down , and by fit com- 

parifons illuftrated., But fecluding all | 

relation to the Context,the wordsmay 

well be confidered fingly by themflves: 

and as fach they inftruct. us, afferting a 

certain Truth; they direc us, implying 

-agood Duty.. They affert that man to — 

be perfect, who offends not in Speech 5 


and 


2 The Firft Sermon. 


and they confequently imply, that we 
fhould ftrive to avoid offending there- | 
Dent. 18.13. in : for to be perfec#, and to go oz toper- 
| pe 4a fection, are precepts , the obfervance 
+8. 48. or 
& 19.21. whereof is incumbenton us. We fhall 
2 Cor.13-4%- Felt briefly explain the Affertion, and 
eb.6.%. ¢. : 
tlien declare its truth 5 afterwards we 
fhall prefs fomewhat couched in the 


Duty. | 


dnswatyy To OFFEND originally figni- 
Ala: ? Originally ug 

“ajetee fies to impinge, that is, to ftumble, or 

, hit dangeroufly upon fomewhat lying 

crof§ our way, fo as thereby to be caft 

. down, or at leaft to be difordered in 

our pofture, and {topt in our progrefs : 

whence it is well transferr’d to denote 

our being throughany incident tempta- 

tion brought into fin, whereby a man 

is thrown down, or bowed from his 

upright {tate, and interrupted from pro- 

fecuting a {teddy courfe of Piety and 

Vertue. Byan ufualand appofite man- 

ner of fpeaking, our tenour of life 1s 

ag 37°23) called 2 Way, our converfation Walking, 

- our actions Steps, our obferving good — 

laws Uprightvefs, our tranfgreffion of 
them Tripping, Faultring, F alling. — 

By NOT OFFENDING INWORD, 

we may eafily then conceive to be 

| under~— 


Lhe Firfi Sermon, Zz 
underftood fuch a .conftant reftraint; 
and fuch a carefull guidance of our 
_ Tongue, that it doth not tranfgref the 
rules prefcribed unto it by Divine Law, — 
or by good Reafon ; that it thwarteth 
not the natural ends and proper ufes 
for which it was framed, to which it is 
fitted; fuch as chiefly are promoting 
God's glory, our Neighbour’s benefit, 
and our own true welfare. = it 
By A PERFECT MAN is meant 
a perfon accomplifhed and complete in. 
goodnefs, one of fingular worth and 
Integrity, a brave and excellent man, Jamu.'g: 
‘who, as to the continual tenour of his 
dife , is free from all notorious defeds, _ | 
and hainous faults 3 like David, fulfil- A&. 13. 22% 
ling all God's will, and having refpeE to Pal. 119. 6. 
all Gods commandments 3 like Zachary = 7 
and Elizabeth, walking in all the cont- Wk 1.6. 
wandments and ordinances of the Lord aie 
blamelefi. ‘Thus was Noah, thus was Gen6. 9. & 
Abraham, thus was Fob perfect. . This Job Le 
Is the notion of Perfection in Holy Scri- | 
pture : Not anabfolute exemption from 
all blemifh of Soul, or blame in life; 
for fucha Perfection is inconfiftent with 
the nature and ftate of Man here, where . 
none with modefty or with truth can 
fay, Ihave wade my heart clean, I am yfoy.20, 93. 
| . BQ . pure | 


i 


Hob 9. 29 


| Eccles 7.200 


The Firft Sermon, 
pure from my fie 5 where every man 
muft confefs with Fob, If I juftify my 
felf, mine own mouth fhall condemn me 5 
if fay, I am perfect, it fhall prove me 
perverfe. For, Tbere is not (as the 
Preacher affures) 2 juft wan upon earth, 
that doeth good, and finxeth not 3 and, 
In many things we offend all, is our Apo- 


- ftle’s affertion, immediately preceding 


my Texts which words inay ferve to ex- 
pound thefe. Iz zany things, faith he, 
we offend all; that is, there isno man 
abfolutely perfect: but éf any man of- 


. fend not in word, (that is, ifa man con- 


{tantly govern his Tongue well,) that 


man is perfect 5 perte& in fuch a kind 


and degree as humane frailty doth ad- 


- mit; he is eminently-good ; he may be 


reafonably prefumed upright and blame- 


— lefs im all the courfe of his practice 5 


able (as it follows) to bridle the whole. 
body, that 1s, qualified to order all his 
actions juftly and wifely. So that in 
effec the words import this, That a 


— conftant governance of our Speech ac-— 


cording to duty and reafon 1s a high 


- inftance, and-a fpecial argument of 


a throughly-fincere and folid geod- 


The FirfiSermom = & 


The truth of which Aphorifm may 
from feveral Confiderations appear. 

1. A good Governance of Speech is 
aft-ong evidence ofa good Mind 5 ofa 
mind pure from vicious defires, calm 
from diforderly paflions, void of dif- 
honeft intentions. For fince Speech is 
a child of Thought, whichthe mindal- 
waies travaileth and teemeth with, and Ecclusrg.rr. 
which after its birth is wont in features Aplus 
to refemble its parent ; fince every man word, a2 
naturally is ambitious to propagate eee ie 
_ his conceits, and without a painfull se Pea 
force -annot {mother his refentments 5 
fince efpecially bad affections ( like 
{tumme or poifon) are impetuous and 
turgid, fo agitating all the fpirits, and 
fo {welling the heart, that 1t cannot ea= 
fily compofe, or contain them ; fince a 
diftempered conftitution ofmind, as of 
body, is wont to weaken the retentive 
faculty, and to force an evacuation of 
bad humours; fince he that wanteth 
the principal wifedom of well ordering 
his Thoughts, and maftering his Paffions, 
can hardly be conceived fo prudent, as 
long to refrain, or to regulate their de- 
pendence , Speech ; confidering thefe 
things, Ifay, it is {carce poffible, that 

B32 - he 


Lhe Firft Sermon. 


he which commonly thinks ill, fhould 


pratt: 15534. 


conftantly either be well filent, or fpeak 
well. Toconceal fire, to check light- 
ning, to confine a whirlwind, may 
perhaps be no lefs fecible, then io keep 
within due compafs the éxorbitant mo- 
tions of a Soul, wherein Reafon hath 
loft its command, fothat x2 data por- 
ta, where the-next paflage occurrs, they 
fhould not ruth forth, and vent them- 
felves. A vain Mind naturally will 
bubble forth or fly out in frothy expref- 
fions ; Wrath burning in the breaft 
will flame out, or at teat {moak through 
the mouth; rancorous impoftumes of 
Spiteand Malice will at length difcharge 
purulent matter; Luft boiling within 
will foon foam out in lewd difcourfe, 
If the fountain it {elf is polluted, or in- 
fected, how can the ftreams be clear, or 
wholfome >> How can ye, being evil, 
Speak good things ? (faith our Lord) for 
from the abundance of the heart the mouth 


— fpeaketh. A good man (addethhe) oxt 


of the good treafure of the heart bringeth 
forth good things, and an evil man ont 


of the evil treafure bringeth forth evil 


things > cuBamermomeg, he cafteth forth 
ill things, asa fountain doth its waters 
by a natural and neceffary ebullition. 


| The Firft Sermon. — 5 a 
Ie is true, that in fome particular ca- 
.  fes, or at fome times, a foul heart may 
be difguifed by fair words, or covered 
by demure refervednef§: Shame, or 
- Fear, or crafty Defign, may often re- 
pref the declaration of illthoughts and 
purpofés. But fuch fits of diffimulati- 
on cannot holds men cannot abide — 
-quiet under {0 violent conftraints 5 the 
inteftine jars, or unkindly truces, be- 
' tween Heart and Tongue (thofe natu- — 
ral friends) cannot be perpetual, or 
very durable: No man can hold his 
breath long, or. live without evapora- 
_. ting through his mouth thofe {teams of 
-paffion which arife from flefh and 
~bloud. . ay heart was hot within me, Pia. 39.3 
while I was mufing, the fire burned 3 then 
fpake I with my tongue, faith David, ex- 
prefling the difficulty of obftructing the 
eruption of our Affedtions into Lan- 
guage. Hence it is, that Speech iscom- ’Avseis4a- 
monly judged the trueft character of egutlig ae 
the mind, and the fureft teft of inward a 
worth ; as that which difclofeth the _ 
hidden wan of the heart, which unloc- ! Pet-3-4 
_ keth the clofets of the breaft, which | 
draws the Soul out of her dark recefles: 
into open light and view , which ren- 
dreth our thoughts vifible, and our in- 
B 4 tentions: 


8 


; me Pa . ro a se a “ | | 
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tentions palpable. | Hence, Loquerei “ut ue 


te videan, Speak, that I may fee you, 
or know what kind of man you are, is 


a faying which all men, at firft meeting, 


do in their hearts direct one to another : 
neither commonly doth any man re-. 
quire more to ground a judgment upon 
concerning the worth or ability of ano- 
ther, then opportunity of hearing him 
to difcourfé for a.competent'time : yea 


_ often, before ‘a man‘ hath fpoken ten 
words, his mind is:cdught,.and a for- 
-mal fentence is paffed upon it.’ Such 
a ftri@ affinity and- connexion do all 


men fuppofe between: Thoughts ‘and 
Words. PA as ot ake 

2. From hence,that theufe of Speech 
is 1t {elf a great ingredient into our 


_ Practice, and hath a very general influ- 


ence upon whatever we doe, may be 
inferred , that whoever governeth it 
well , cannot alfo but well order his 


whole life. The extent of Speech muft 
. needs be vaft, fince it is nearly com- 


menfurate to Thought ‘it R16, which it 
ever clofely traceth, widely ranging 
through all the immenfé variety of ob- 
jects 5 {6 that men almoft as often {peak 


Incogitantly, as they think filently. 
‘Speech is indeed the Rudder that ftee- 


-reth: - 


Poe le tal Cad ioe Pea E to? ee ee ge gee ee eee 


The Firft Sermon. 


reth humaene-affairs, the Spring that fet- 


teth the wheels ofaction on going.; the 


Hands ‘work; thé ‘Feet walk, all the 
Members arid all'the Senfes a& by its di- 


reGion and impulfes yea moft Thoughts 


are begotten; anid: ‘moft: Affections ftir- 
red up-thereby # itis:it-(elf moft ofour 
employment, and what we doe befide 
it, is however guided aad moved by it. 


It isthe profefiion: and trade of many, 


it is the practice of all meh, to be in a 


manner continually:talking. Thechief . 


and moft confiderable-fort. of men ma- 
nage all their concernments meerly by 
Words ; by them Princes rule their Sub- 
jets, Generals command their Armies, 
Senatours deliberate and debate about 
the great mattersof State: by them Ad= 


vocates plead caufes, and Judges des — 


cide them; Divines perform their. offis 


ces, and minifter their inftrudions; 


Merchants firike up their bargains, and — 


drive on all their traffick. “Whatever 


almoft great or. ‘fmall is done: in the 


Court or in the Hall, in the Church or 


at the Exchange, inthe: School or in 
the Shop, it ‘isthe Tongue alone that 
doeth it: ’tis the force of this little ma- 


chine , that turneth all the humane — 


world about. It is indeed the ufe of 


10 


Zhe Firft Sermon, 
this ftrange organ which rendreth hu- 
mane life, beyond the fimple life of o- 
ther creatures, fo exceedingly various 
and compounded; which creates fuch a 
multiplicity of bufinefs, and which 
tranfacts it 3 while by 1t we communi- 
cate our fecret conceptions, transfufing 
them into others; while therewith we 
inftru@ and advife one another; while 


~ We confult about what is to be done, 


conteft about right,difpute about truth 5 
while the whole bufinefs of converfati- 
on, of commerce, of government, and 
adminiftration of juftice , of learning, 
and of Religion, 1s managed thereby 5 
yea, while it {toppeth the gaps of time, 
and filleth up the wide intervalls of bu- 
finefs, our recreations and divertife- 
ments (the which do conftitute a great 
pertion of our life})) mainly confifting 
therein : {o that,in compartfon thereof, 
the execution of what we determine 
and all other action do take up fmall 
room ; and even all that ufually depen- 
deth upon foregoing Speech, which” 


- perfuadeth, or counfelleth, or com- 


mandeth it. Whence the Province of 
Speech being fo very large, 1t being fo 
univerfally concerned, either immedi- 
ately asthe matter, or by confequence | 


Se ROS 


‘The F irf Sermon. — 


: - as the fource of our actions, he that con | 
{tantly governeth it well, may juftly be 


_ efteemed to live very excellently. . 
- 3. To govern the Tongue well is a 


matter of exceeding difliculty, requi- 

ring not onely hearty goodnefs, but — 
great ‘judgment and art, together with © 
much vigilance and. circum{pection 5 


_ whencethe doing it argues a high pitch 


of Vertue. For fince the Tongue is a 
_ very loofe and verfatile engine, which . 
_ the leaft breath of thought doth ftir, . 

and {ét on going any way, it cannot — 


but need much attention to keep it ei- 
_ ther in a fteddy reft, or in a right mo- 
tion. Since numberlef$ {warms of things 


‘roving in the fancy dothenceinceflantly — 


_obtrude themfelves upon the Tongue, 
- very much application of mind and 


great judgment are requifite to felec 
-out of them thofe few which are good ' 
and fit, rejeCting all that is bad, and 


improper.to be fpoken. Since conti- 
nually temptations occurr provoking or 


alluring to mifcarriage in-this kind, (for 


befide internal propenfions and com- 
motions of Soul, every objec we be- 
hold, every company we are engaged 
in, every accident befalling us doth fig- 
ge{t fomewhat inviting thereto 5 = 
ye ae | condi- 


The Firft Sermon. 
condition of our neighbour moving us, — 
if high, to flatter, if low, to infult 5 
Our own fortune prompting, if profpe- — 
rous, to boaft, 1f crofs,to murmur; any 
action drawing from us, if it pleafeth 
us, fond admiration, if it difliketh , 
harfh cenfure : fince, I fay, we are thus 
at every turn obnoxiousto {peak amis, ) 
it muft bea matter of huge skill and 
caution, of mighty induftry and refolu- 
tion, to decline it, Wefor that purpofe 
need to imitate that earneft and watch- 
full care of the Holy Pfalmift, which 
- he thus expreffeth; [ have (faith he) 
ale that my mouth fhall not offend = 
and, I faid, (faith heagain) I willtake 
heed to my ways, that I fin not with my 
tongues Iwill keep my mouth with a bri= 
dle, while the wicked is before me. And 
thus to maintain a conftant guard over 
his heart and ways, thusin confequence 
thereof to curb and rule his Speech 
well, muft afluredly be the mark ofa 
very good perfon. Efpecially confide- 
ting, that, . 

4. Irregular Speech hath commonly 
divers more advantages for it, and fewer 
. checks uponit, thenother bad Practice — 

hath. A manisapt (I mean) tofpealy 
Hl with lefs diflatisfaction and regret 
| from 
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#rom within 3 he may doe it with lefs 
controll and lefs hazard from without, 
then he can act Wl. Bad Actions are 
erofs and bulky, taking up much time, 
and having much force {pent on them, 
whence men eafily obferve and confi- 
der them in themfélves and others : but 
ill Wordsare fubtileand tranfient, foon 
born, and as foon deceafed 5; whence 
men rafhly utter them without much 
heed before them, or much reflexionaf- 
terthem. Bad actions have alfo ufual- 
ly vifible effects, immediately confe- 
quent on them: but Words operate in- 
fenfibly and at diftance ; fo that men 
hardly difcern what will follow them,or 
what they have effected. There are 
alfo frequent occafions of {peaking il 
upon prefumption offecrecy, and thence 


of indifturbance and impunity 5 yea, 


doing {0 is oftenentertained with com- 
placence,and encouraged with applaufe: 
the vileft abufes of {peech (even Blaf- 
_phemy, -Preafon and Slander them- 
- delves) may be fafely whifpered into 
eats, which wall receive them with 
pleafre and commendation. Bad Lan- 
suage alfoin moft cafes isneither ftridly 


prohibited, nor feverely chaftifed by . 


humane Laws, as bad Action is. hele 
ordi= 
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ordinarily the guilt of this misbehavi- 


our feems little or none 5 and perfons 
much practifing it, both in their own 
conceit, and inthe opinion of others, — 


- do often pafs for innocent. Men in- 


deed here will hardly difcern any rule, 


_ or acknowledge any obligation: the 


Tongue they deem is free, and any 
words may be difpenfed with: it is 
firfficient if they abftain from doing grofs 
wrong or mifchief, they have a right 
and liberty to fay any thing. Our lips 
are our owns, who ws Lord over ws? fo 
are men commonly prone to fay, with 


_thofe in the Pfalm. Hence whofoever, 


notwithftanding fuch encouragements — 
to offend herein, and fo few reftraints 


- from it, doth yet carefully forbear it, 


governing his Tongue according to’ 


rules of duty and reafon, may juftly 


be reputed a very good man. Fur- 
thermore, 

__ §. Whereas moft of the enormities, 
the mifchiefs and the troubles whereby 
the Souls of men are defiled , their. 
minds difcompofed, and their lives dif 
quieted, are the fruits of ill-governed 
Speech; it being that chiefly which 


‘ perverteth juftice,which foweth diffen- 
fions, which raifeth all bad paflions and 


ani= 
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animofities,which embroileth the world - 
- in feditions and faGions, by which men 
’ wrong and abufe, deceive and {educe, 
defame and difgrace one another , 
. whereby confequently . innumerable 
_ Vexations and difturbances are created — 
‘among men ;he thatby well governing 
his Speech preferveth himfelf from the 
guilt, difengageth his mind and life 
from. the inconveniences of all fuch e- 
vils, (from the difcreet and honeft ma- 
- magement thereof enjoying both inno- 
cence and peace, ) muft neceffarily be — 
asa very wife and happy,fo avery good 
‘and worthy perfon. 
6. His Tongue alfo fo ruled cannot 
but produce very good fruits of honour 
to God, of benefit to his Neighbour, of 
comfort to himfelf: it will be {weet 
and pleafant, it will be wholfome and 
ufefull 5; endearing converfation , ce- 
menting peacefull fociety, breeding and 
nourifhing love , inftructing and edi- 
fying, or chearing and comforting the — 
hearers. His tozgue is health 5 His Prov.12. 18 
mouth is a well and tree of life 5 His lips (for 10-1 
difper{e knowledges, He fhall be fatisfied 45.4. Prov. 
with good by the fruit of his mouths E- see ot 
very man fhall kifs his lips: Such (asthe pi3y, Pye oe 
Wife-man telleth us) are the effeGs of = 
- | innocent, 
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| {nnocent, fober and well-ordered dif- | 


courfe 5 the which do much commend 
theirauthour, and declare the excellent 


virtue of that tree from which {uch, ... 


* We 


fruits do grow. Co 


7. Laftly, The obfervation how une? 
ufual this practice is, (in any good. dee 


gree) may ftrongly aflure the excellen- 


cy thereof. For the rarer (efpecially 
in morals) any good thing is, the more 


 poble and worthy it is ; that rarity ar- 


guing fomewhat of peculiar difficulty in 
the attainment or the atchievement 
thereof. Nothing*is more obvious to 
common experience, then that perfons, 
who in the reft of their demeanour 
and dealings appear blamelefs, yea who 
inregard to other points of duty would 
feem nice and precife, are extremely 
peccant in this kind. We may fee di- 
vers, otherwife much reftraining and 
much denying themfelves, who yet in- 
dulge -mfelves a ftrange licencioufnefs 


in fpe. .ing whatever their humour or | 


their paffion dictates. Many, in other 
refpects harmlefs, (who would not for 
any thing {mite or flay folks,) we may 


_ obferve with their Tongue to commit 


horrible outrages upon any man that 
comes in their way. Frequently perfons 
| : very 
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very punctual intheir dealings, areves 
ry unjuft in their language, cheating: - 
_ and robbing their neighbour of his re- 
putation by envious detra@ion and — 
hard cenfufe: They who abhor thed= 
ding a mar’s bloud, will yet without 

any {cruple or remorfe, by calummious: 

tales and virulent réeproaches, aflaffinate 

his credit, and murther his good namey - 
although to him perhaps far more dear’ 
and precious then his life. Commonly 

fuch as dre greatly ftaunch m other ens 
joyments of pleafure, are enormoufly: 
' intemperate. {peaking, and very im4 
continent of ther Tongue: men im alt 

other parts of morality rigoroufly fobers 

are often in this very wild and diffox 

lute. Yea, not feldome we may ob 

ferve, that even mighty pretenders td’ 
godlinefs, and zealous practifers of des 

Votion, cannot forbear fpeaking: things 

plainly repugnant to God's Law, and 
very prejudicial to’ his honour. ‘Thus 

it is obfervable to be now 3 and thus - 

we may fappofe that it always hath beers. 

So of his time S.; Hierome (or rather 

8, Paulinws, in hisexcellent Epiftle to... 
Gelantia ) teftifies: Such 2 lnfé ¢ faith Tanta baja 
he'p.. concerning’ the ill-govemance of 7 IN 

Drie Sidart weigher g ae 4 pares  mentes bomnt 

Speceh:) of shit evil hath invaded the sum inidpr, 
ae | G tind? 
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“ut etiam qui aginds of men, that even thofe who have 
procul abalt- fon receded from other vices,do yet fall in~ 
4s vitiis re- iereatatd 
ceJerunt, in to this, as into the laft frare of the Devil. 
_ifudtamey So it appears, that among all forts of 
jenn Dia- good Practice, the {trict Governance of 
boli laqueuxm, the Tongue is leaft ordinary, and con- 
ee fequently,that it is moft admirable, and 

excellent. And this isall I fhall fay for 
+ Confirmation of the Point aflerted. 


NOW then, as it is our duty to 
aim at perfection, or to endeavour the 
attainment of integrity in Heart and 
Life, fo we fhould efpecially labour to 
govern our Tongue, and guard it from 
offence. To which purpofe it is re- 
quifite, that we fhould well underftand 

_and confider the nature of thofe feveral 
Offences to which Speech is liable, to- 
gether with the fpecial pravity, defor- 
mity and inconvenience of each: for 

did we know and weigh them, we 
fhould not furely either like, ordare to 

—Incurr them. = 
“The Offences of Speech are many 
and various in kind 5 fo many as there 
be of Thought and of Action, unto 
which theydo run parallel : according-. 
ly they well may be diftinguifhed from 
the difference of objects which they do 

. {peci« 
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{pecially refpedt. Whence 1. fome ofthem 
are commiitted againft God, and con- 
front Piety 5 2.others again{t our Neigh: 
bour, and violate Juftice, or Charity, 
or Peace; 3. others again{t our Selves, 
infringing Sobriety, Difcretion,or Mode- 
Ity; or,4.fome areof a more general and 
abftracted nature, rambling through all 
matters, and crofling all the heads of 
Duty. It is true, that in moft, or in 
all offences of Speech, there is a com- 
plication of Impiety, Iniquity, and Im- 
prudence 3 for that by all forts of ill 
Speaking we fin againft God, and break 
his Commandment 3; we injure our 
‘Neighbour, at leaft by contagion and 
bad examples we abufe our Selves, con- 
tracting guilt; and expofing our felves 


to punifhment : alfo the general vices | 


of Speech (unadvifednefs and vanity) 
do conitantly adhere to every bad 
word : Yet commonly each evil Speech 
hath amore direc and immediate afpe& 
upon fome one of thofe objects; (God, 
our Neighbour, or our Selves, ) and is 
peculiarly repugnant to one ofthofe ca- 
pital Vertues (Piety, Charity, and So- 
briety ) unto. which all our Duty is 
reduced. Now according to this di- 
ftinction, I fhould, if time would give 

| G 2 leave, 
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leave, defcribe, and diffuade particu- 

larly all thefe forts of Offence: but 

(fince I muft be refpectfull to patience, 

and catefull my felf not to offend in 
Speech) I fhall confine the teft of my 

prefent Difcourfe to the firft fort, the 
Offences again{ft Piety; and even of | 

them I fhall (waving the reft) onely 

touch two or three, infinuating fome 

-reafons why we fhould efchew them 

| Thefe are, mi | 

(Pfal.78.19. 7, Speaking blafphemoufly againft 
nobgeaa God, or reproachfully concerning Re- 
ligion, or tothe difgrace of Piety, with 

intent to fubvert mens faith in God, or 

to impair their reverence ofhim. There _ 

hath been a race of men (and would © 

to’ God that race were not even till now 
continued). concerning whom the Pfak- 


Pial. 73-8:5 mift {aid, They Jpeak loftily , they fet 


their mouth againft the heavens; who, 


Ha. 37.23. like the proud Sezacherib, lift up thezr 


og on. 32. eyes, and exalt their voice againft the 
Holy Oxe of Ifrael ; who, withthe pros 
Ban. 11.36. fane Axtiochus, {peak marvellous things 
againft the God of Gods. This of all - 
impieties is the moft prodigioufly Gi- 

gantick, the moft fignal pradtice of en- 

mity towards God, and downright wa- 

ging of war again{t Heaven. Of all 
weapons 
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weapons formed againft Ged, the Tongue Ifa. 54. 17. 
moft notorioufly doth impugn him : 
for we cannot reach Heaven with our 
hands, or immediately affault God by 
our actions: other 111 pra@ice indeed 
obliquely , or by confequence difho- 
noureth God, and defameth goodnefs ; 
but profane Difcourfe is directly level- | 
led at them, and doth immediately 
~ touch them, asits formal objects. Now 
doing thus argueth an extremity both 
of folly and naughtinefs; for he that 
doeth it, either believeth the exiftence 
of God, and the truth of Religion 5 or 
he diftrufts them. Ifhe doth believe 
them, what adefperate madnefs is it in 
him, advifedly to invite certain mif- 
chief'to hishome, and pull down hea- 
vieft vengeance on his head, by oppo- 
fing the irrefiftible power, and provo- 
king the inflexible juftice of God ? 
What an abominable villany and bafe- 
—nefs is it, thus to abufe God’s im- 
menfe goodnefs and thercy , offering 
fuch defpight to the Authour of his be- 
ing, and i donour of allthe good he 
enjoys >, What amonftrous con{piracy 
4s it of {tupidity and perverfenefs in him, 
thus wilfully to defy his own welfare, 
to forfeit all capacity ofhappinefS; to © 
ee wm aie eT AE eae 
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precipitate and plunge himfelf intoa — 
double Hell, that of bitter remorfe here, 
that of endlefs pain hereafter > But if 
he that reproacheth God and Religion 
be fuppofed diftruftfull of their being 


and reality, neither fo is he excufable 
from like degrees of folly and pravity : 


for, befide the wild extravagance of 
{uch disbelief} again{t legions of cogent 
arguments and pregnantteftimonies, a- 
am all the voice of nature and faith of — 
iftory, again{t the fettled judgment of 

wifeand fober perfons,who have ftudied 
and confidered the point, againft the 
current tradition ofall Ages,and general 
confent of mankind; all whichto with- — 
{tand, no lefs demonftrateth high in- 


‘difcretion then arrogance 3’ befide alfo 


the palpable fillinefs which he difplays, 
in caufelefly (or for noother caufe then 
{oothing a phantaftick humour) draw-_ 
ing upon himfelf the anger and hatred 
ofall men, who are concerned for the 
interefts of their Religion, thrufting 
himfelf into great dangers and mifchiels 
thence imminent to him both from pri- 


_ vate zeal, and publick law; befide (E - 


fay) thefe evident follies , there 1s an 
unfufferable infolence and horrible ma- 


lice apparent in this practice : for’tis no. 


— Aefs 


Lhe Firfi Sermon. — 
fefs then the height of infolence, thus 
to affront mankind in matters of higheft 
confideration, and deepeft refentment 
with it5 not onely thwarting its com- 
mon notions, but vilifying the chief 
objects of its higheft refpec and affecti- 
on, of its main care and concernment 5 
fo making the fierceft invafion that can 
be on its credit, and charging it with 
greateft fondnefS&. Who can endure , 


that He, whom he apprehends to be . 


his grand Parent, his beft Friend and 
Benefactour, his great Patron and So- 
vereign, fhould in down-right termsbe 
defamed or difparaged ? Who can pa- 
tiently bear, that wherein he placeth 
his utmoft hopes, and fupreme felicity, 
to be exprefsly flighted or {corned ? 
- Who can take the offering to doe this, 
otherwifé then for a moft injurious re- 
flexion upon his judgment and his prac- 
tice 2? Ifhe pee in God, he 
may let them alone who do: ifhe will 
not pra@ife Religion, he may forbear 
tq perfecuteit. He cannot pretend any 
zeal; ‘tis therefore onely pride that 
moves him to difturb us. So may eve- 


ry man withall the reafon in the world — 


complain againft the profane Talker, 


Seeing alfo it is moft evident, that hears _ 
; C 4 ty: 
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ty reverence of God, and a con{cienci- 

ous regard to Religion, do produce 

great benefits to mankind, being indeed 

the main fupports of common honefty 

‘and fobriety, the fole curbs, effectually 

reflraining men from unjuft fraud and 

violence, from brutith lufts and pafli- 

ons 5 fince apparently Religion prefcri- 

. beth the beft rules, and impofeth the 

{trongeft engagements to the perfor-. 

mance of thofe aGions, whereby not 

onely mens private welfare is promoted, 

and ordinary converfation 1s {weetned, 

and common life is adorned, but alfa 

whereby publick order and peace are 

Haud {cio an, maintained 3 fince (as Cicero with good 

‘pitate a- veafon judged) Piety being removed, 'tis 

‘ver(us Deos | judged) Piety being removed, tis 

fublara, fides probable that Fuftice it felf (of all Ver- 

etiam, & J. tnesthe beft. guarded and fortified by hu- 
cietas humant : : 

generis, dy u- MANE power} cquld not fublift, no faith 

naexcellen- could be fecured, no fotiety could be pre= 

tifima virtus ye ° ° . 

juftitiatolla. {eTved among men 3 it being manifeftly 

gar. Cic. vain to ‘fanfy , that afluredly without 

- Religious confcience‘any one will be a 

good Subject, a-true Friend, or an Ho- 

neft man 5 or that any other confidera- 

tion can induce men to prefer duty to 

their Prince’, the profperity of their 

Comntry, fidelity toward their Friends 

er Neighbours, before thejr own pre- 
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fent interefts' and pleafure: Since , I 
fay, the credit of Religion is fo very 
beneficial and ufefull to mankind, ’tis 
plain, that he mut be exceedingly fpite- 
full and malicious, who fhall by pro- 
fane Difcourfe endeavour to fupplant or 


fhake it. . He that {peaketh again{t Gad © 


or Providence, hath affuredly a pique 
‘at Goodnefs, and would not have it 
predominant in the hearts of men. He 
that difparages Religion, doth certainly 
take his aimagainft Vertue, and would 
not haye it practifed in the world: his 
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their Prince, upright in their dealings, — 
fober in their converfattons, moderate 
in their paflions, vertuous in all their 


- doings; it were yet a moft barbarous 


naughtinefs and inhumanity in him to 
aflay the overthrow thereof, with the 
defeating fo exceljent parpofes: hethat 


. fhould attempt it, juftly would deferve | 


to be reputed an enemy to the welfare 
of mankind, to be treated as a peftilene 
difturber of the world. 

tI. Another like Offence againft Pi- 
ety 1s, to fpeak loofely and wantonly 
about Holy things, (things nearly rela- 
ted to God or to Religian, ) to make 
fuch things the matter of {port and 
mockery, to play and trifle with them. 
But of this I fhall have occafionto fpeakk 
in another Difcourfe. 

Hl. Another grand Offence againft 
Piety is rafh and vain Swearing in com- 
mon difcourfe ; an Offence which now 
ftrangely reigns and rages in the world 
paffing about in a {pecious garb, and 
under glorious titles, as a gentile and 
gracefull quality, a mark of fine bree- — 
ding, and a point of high gallantry. 
Who, forfooth, now is the brave Spark, 
and complete Gentleman, but he that 
hath the skil and confidence (O Hea- 

 -vens! 
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- -yens! how mean a skil! how mad a con- 
fidtnce! >) to lard every fentenee with. 
an Oath or a Curfé 3 making bold at 
every turn ta falute God, fetching him 
down from Heaven to avouch any idle 
prattle, ta fecond any giddy paffion, 
to concern himfelfin any trivial affair 
of his; yea, calling and challenging 
the Almighty to damn and deftroy him? 
But fomewhat to repref$ thefe fond con- 


ceits and vile practices, let us, I pray, 


confider, 
1. That Swearing thus 1s moft ex- 


97 


pre&ly and {tri@ly prohibited to-us. J Maths: 
Jay unto you, Swear not at alls But let 34) 37° 


your converfation be Yea, yea, Nay, nay 3 
for whatfoever is more then thefe, cometh | 


| ‘from evil :{o our Lord forbids it. But Jam. 5. 12 


above allthings, my brethren, fear wot--= 


left you enter into condemnation: {odoth 
Saint Fames warn againtt it, And is it 


not then prodigious, that in Chriften- 


dome any man fhould affect to break 
laws fo plain, ard fo feveres; that it 
fhould paf$ here not onely for a tolera- 
ble, but even for a commendable prac- 
fice, to violate fo manifeft and fo im- 
portant a Duty; that fo dire@ly to 


thwart our Lord himfélf fhould be a . 


thing not in ufé onely, but in credit 


and — 
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and requeftamong Chriftians? What 
more palpable affront could be of- 
fered to our Religion, and to all that 
is Sacred amongus? For, what refpect 
or force can we imagine referved to 
Religion , while a pra@tice fo indifpu- 
tably oppofite thereto,in a high degree, 
is {o current and prevalent ? 

2. Again, according to the very na- 
ture and reafon of things, it is evident- 
ly an intolerable Profanenefs, thus un- 
advifedly tomake addreffes and appeals 
to God , invoking his teftimony, and 
demanding his judgment about trifles 5 
far more fuch, then it were a high pre- 
fumption and encroachment upon the 
Majefty ofa Prince, on every petty oc- 
cafion to break into his prefence, and 
to affail his ears, dragging him to hear 
and determin concerning it. Whence 
the very light of Nature condemns this 
practice, and even Heathens have loud- 
ly declared againft it, as derogatory to 
the reverence of the Deity, and unfu- 
table to the gravity of a worthy man. 

3. Swearing indeed is by our Holy 
Oracles worthily reprefented to us, as 
an efpecial piece of Worfhip and Devo- 
tion toward God 5 wherein, duely per- 
formed, we pioufly acknowledge Air 
| | - GDI! 
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chief Attributes, and fingular Preroga- 
tives: (his being every-where prefent, 
and confcious of all we fay or doe 3 his 
Goodnefs, and Fidelity, in favouring 
truth, and protectingright; his Juftice, 
in rewarding veracity and equity, in 
avenging falfhood and imiquity ; his 
being the Supreme Lord of all perfons, 
and laft Judge in all caufes: to fignify 
and avow thefe things to God’s glory, 
Swearing was inftituted , and naturally 
ferveth : ) wherefore as all other ads 
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of Devotion,fo this grand oneefpecially . 


fhould never be performed without all 


ferious confideration and humble reve- 


rence; the caufe fhould be certainly — 


jut and true, the matter worthy and 
weighty, the manner grave and folemn, 
the mind framed to earneft attention, 
and furnifhed with devout affections. 
Thofe conditions are always carefully 


timates, when he chargeth thus 5 Zou 
foalt fwear, The Lord liveth, in truth, 
in judgment, andin righteoufnefs. tis 


to be obferved, which the Prophetin- | 


Jer. 4. 33 


therefore horrible mockery, and profa- . 


nation of a moft facred ordinance, when 


men prefume to ufe it withoutany eare 


or confideration without any refpe& or 
awe, upon any flight or vain occafion. 


4. The 
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4. The doing {4 is alfo very prejudi- 
cial to humane Society ; for the decifion 
of Right, the fecurity of Government, 


and the prefervation of Peace, do much 


depend upon an awfull regard toOaths 5 
and therefore upon their being oncly 
ufed in due manner, and feafon: the 
fame do greatly fuffer by the contempe 
or diftegard of them, and confequently 
by their common and carelef ufe. They 
are the fureft bonds by which the Con- 
iciences of men are tied to the atteftati- 
on of truth, and obfervance of faith 5 
the which as by rare and reverent ufe 
they are kept firm and faft, {0 by fre= 
quent and. negligent application of 
them (by their. proftitution to every 
light and toyifh matter) they are quite 
diffolved, or much flackned:° Whence 
the publick feems much concerned,that 
this enormity fhould be retrenched. 


_ For if Oaths generally becottie cheap 


and vile, what will that of Allegeance 


—_ 


fignify if rhen are wont to dally with 
Swearing every-where ; can they be 
expeded to be ftrid and ferious therein 
at the Bar, or inthe Church? Will 


1 they regard the teftimony of God, or 


dread his judgment, in one place, orat 
one time , whenas. every-where cons — 
a | tinually 
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tinually (upon any, upon no oocafion) 
they dare to confront and contemn 
them? nt 
5. This way of Swearing is alfoa 
very uncivil and unmannerly practice. 
It is not onely a grofs rudenefs toward 
the main body of men, who juftly re- 
verence the Name of Ged, and loath 
fuch abufes thereof; not onely an in- 
folent defianceto thecommon Profefli- 
on and Law of our Country , which 
difallows and condemns it 3 but it is 
very odious and offenfive to any parti- 
cular Soctety, if at leaft there be one 
fober perfon therein : for to any fich 
perfon ( who retains a fenfe of good- 
nefs, or is any-wife concerned for:'God’s 
honour) no language or behaviour can 
be.more difguftfull ; nothing can more 
grate the edts. or fret the heart of fich 
anone, then this kind oftalk: to give 
him the Lie were a complement, to fpit 
- in his face were an obligation, in com- 
parifon thereto. Wherefore ‘tis a won- 
der, that any perfon, having in hima 
{park of ingenuity, or at all pretending 
to good manners , fhould ‘find in his 
heart or deign to ule it. : 
‘6. This practice alfo much — 
from the credit of him that ufeth it, 
| rendring 
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rendring the truth of what-ever he fays 
in reafon and juftice fufpected. Forhe 
that ts fo void of Confcience,as to {wear 
vainly, what can engage him to {peak 

_ truly? He that is fo loofe m one fuch 
point of obedience to God and Reafon,: 
why fhould we conceive him ftrié in 
regard to another ? 

7. It car be furely no wrong to dif- 
truft him, fince he implies himfelf no 
to be, even in his own opinion, a cre- 
dible perfon 5 fince he judges not his 

| own bare affirmation to eae beltef: 
Yanisinte For why, if he takes his word to be 
fit veri amer, egmpetently good, doth he back it 
uit quicquid : e ; | 
dixeris,jze With fuch Afleverations ? why unpro- 
ratumputes. vOoked calls he God to witnefs, if he 
ch thinks his own honefty fuffictent to af- 
fure the truth of what he fays? An 
honeft man, methinks, ffould {corn 
thus to invalidate his own credit, or to 
detra& from the authority of his word, 
which fhould ftand firm upon it felf, 

and not want an Oath to fupport it. 

. 8. To excufé this, the Swearer muft 
be forced to confefs another ugly fault 
in. {peaking , that is, impertinence, or 
ufing of waft and infignificant words 5 
to be charged wherewith he is indeed 
however unaveidably liable. ForOathg,: 

ay 
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as they pafscommonly, are meer exere-_ 
{cencies of Speech, which do nothing 
elfe but encumber and deform it : they 
embellifh difcourfe, juft as a wenora_ 
{cab does beautifie a face 5 as a {pot or 
a patch does adorna garment. For to 
what purpofe (I pray) is God’s Name’ 
haled into our idle talk? why fhould _ 
we fo often mention him, when wene-.-" 
ver mean any thing about him? Into ~ 
every fentence to foift a dog, or ahorfe, 
would altogether be as proper and per- 
,tinent. Thefe fuperfluous words fignify ose dye 


- nothing,but that the fpeaker little skil- masgooy ass 


— Teth the ufe of fpeech, or therule ofcons ¥* #!*r- 
verfation, but meaneth to prate any 
thing without wit or judgment ; that 

his fancy is very beggarly, and craves 
the aid of any impertinency to relieve 
it. One would think,. that aman of 
fenfe fhould grutch to lend his ears, or 
incline his attention to fuch putid ftuff; 
that without naufeating he fhould not 
endure to fee men lavifh time, and 
{quander breath (0 frivoloufly. _ : 
— g. In fine, this Offence is particular- 
‘ly moft inexcufable , in that it f{Carce 

_- hath any temptation to it, or bringeth 

with it any advantage ; fo that itis un- 

_ accountable what (befide meer vanity 

| | D or 
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or perverfenefs ) fhould difpofe men 
thereto. It gratifieth no fenfe, it yiel- 
deth no profit, it procureth no honour ? 
for the found of it is not very melodi- 
ous, nor furely was any man ever pre- 
ferred for it, or got an eftate thereby 3 
it rather to any good ear maketh a hor- 
rid and jarring noife, it rather produ- 


~ ceth difpleafure, dammage, and difgrace. 
~ Wherefore of all dealers in fin the Swea- 


reris apparently thefillieft, and maketh 
the worft bargains for himfelf: for he 
finneth gratis, and (like thofe in the 
Prophet) feleth his foul for nothing. An 
Fpicure hath fome reafon, and an Exe 
tortioner is a man of wifedom, if com- 
pared to him; for they enjoy fome 
pleafure, or acquire fome gain here, in 
liew of their Salvation hereafter. But 
he offends Heaven, and abandons hap- 
pinefs , he knows not why, nor for 
what; a fond humour pofleffes him, 
he inconfiderately follows a herd of 
fopps, he affects to play the Ape; that 


* is all he can fay for himfelf’ Let me be 


pardoned, if juft indignation againft a 
wickednefs{o contemptible, fo hainous, 
and fo fenfelefs, and withall fonotorious, 


and forife among us, doth extort from me 


language fomewhat tart and —— 
J 
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“AF tien’ would then but a fede 


confider things , furely this fturvy 
fafhion would be foon difcarded , 


much fitter for the fcumme of the 


people, then for the flower of the 
Gentry 5 yea rathet, much below any 
man endued with a {crap of Reafon; 
not to fay with a grain of Religi- 
on. Could we bethink our {elves , 
certainly modeft, fober and pertinent 
Difcourfe would appear far more ge- 
nerous and manly, then fuch wild 
Hettoring God Almighty, fuch rude 
infulting over the received Laws, 
fuch ruffianly fwaggerin 

briety and goodnefs. If Gentlemen 


would regard the Vertues of their: 
anceftours, (that gallant Courage; 
that folid Wifedom, that noble Cour- — 


tefy ; which firft advanced their Fa- 
milies, and fevered them from the 
vulgar, ) this degenerate wantonnefs 
and dirtinefs of Speech would return 
to the dunghill, or rather ( which 
God grant }) would be quite banifhed 
from the world. ear | 

Finally, as to this whole Point, about 
not offending in our Speech againft Pi- 
ety, we fhould confider, that as we 


our felves, with all our members and 


D 2 — powers, 


ering dgainft fo- — 


Pfal. 16. 9. 


eae 


Zhe F irft Sermon, 


powers , were chiefly defigned and 
framed to ferve and glorify our Ma- 


_ ker; Cit being withall the greateft 


perfeGtion of our nature, and the no- 
bleft privilege thereof fo to doe; ) 
fo efpecially our Tongue and Spea- 
king faculty were given us to de- 
clare our admiration and reverence 
of him, to exprefs our love and gra- 


— titude toward him, to celebrate his 


praifes, to acknowledge his benefits, 
to promote his honour and fervice. 
This confequently ts the moft pro- 
per and worthy ufe thereof; from 
this it becomes in effect what the 
Pfalmift fo often terms it , our g/o- 
ry, and the beft member we have ; 
as that whereby we far excell all 
creatures here below ; that whereby 
we confort with the blefied Angels 


_ above, in diftin@ utterance of praife 


to our Creatour. Wherefore apply- . 
ing it to any impious difcourfe, (ten- 
ding any-wife to the difhonour of 
God , or difparagement of Religion, ) 
is a moft unnatural abufe thereof , | 
and a vile ingratitude toward him 
that gave it to us. From which, and 
from all other offences, God in his 


mercy preferve us all, through Fe- 
. “us 
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fia Chrift our Lord , unto whom for 


ever with heart and tongue let us 
{trive to render all glory and praife. 
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Nor foolifo talking, nor jefting , 


which are not convenient. . 


’ ding to.the wideft extent of fignificati- 
on ; but do commonly need expofition, 
and admit exception: otherwife fre- 


quently they would not onely clafh 


«fF Oral and political Aphorifins 
| are feldome couched in fuch 
terms, that they fhould be ta- 
_ ken as they found precifely, or accor= | 


e: seesceees 
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with reafon and experience, but inter- — 


fere, thwart and {upplant one another. 
The beft Mafters of fach wifedom are 
wont to interdict things, apt by unfea- 


fonable or exceflive ufe to be perverted, 


in general forms of {peech, leaving the 
reftrictions, which the cafe may require 
or bear, to be made by the hearers or 
interpreters difcretion : whence many 
| D4 — keemingly 


yy etar ic ox 


_ Eth. 4.8. 
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feemingly-formal prohibitions are tobe 
received onely as fober cautions. This 
obfervation may be particularly fuppo- 
fed applicableto this precept of S. Paz/, 
_ which feemeth univerfally to forbid a_ 
praGtice , commended ( in fome cafes 
and cegrers by Philofophers as ver- - 

tuous, not difallowed by Reafon, com-. 
monly affef&ted by men, often ufed by 
_ wife and good perfons ; from which 
confequently if our Religion did whol- 
ly debar us, it would feem chargeable 
oiviTenv- With fomewhat too uncouth autterity 
7g ui w and fournefs ; from imputationsof which 
Noun doge Kind as inits temper and frame it is 
eaivovresy2- really moft free, (it never quenching 
doy Hatural light, or cancelling the dictates 
7). arift. Of found Reafon, but confirming and 
improving them; ) fo it carefully de- 
Phil. 4.8. clineththem, injoyning us, that 7f there 
: be any things we sain, (lovely, or grate- 
full to men, ) any things onua, ( of 
- good report and repute, ) if there be any 
vertue and any praife, (any thing in the © 
common apprehenfions of men held 
worthy and laudable, ) we fhould wind 
thofe things, that is, fhould yieldthem - 
a regard anfwerable to the efteem they 
carry among rational and fober per- 


ns. 
fons. Whence 
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~~ Whence it may feem requifite fo to 
interpret and determine S. Paul's mea- 
ning here concerning Eztrapelia, (that 
is, facetious fpeech, or raillery, by our 
Tranflatours rendred ‘fefting,) that he 
may confift with himfelf, and be recon- 
ciled to Ariftotle, who placeth this prac- 
tice in the rank of Vertues 5 or that 
Religion and Reafon may well accord 
in the cafe; fuppofing , that if there 
be any kind of Facetioufnefs innocent 
and reafonable , conformable to good 
manners, (regulated by common fenfe, 
and confiftent with the tenour of Chri- 
{tian Duty , that is, not tranfgrefling 
the bounds of Piety, Charity, and So- 
—briety , ) Saint Pax! did not intend to 
difcountenance or prohibit that kind.. 

For thus expounding and limiting his 
intent, we have fome warrant from him- 
felf, fome fair intimations in the words 
here. For firft, what fort of facetious 
fpeech he aimeth at, he doth imply by 
the fellow: he coupleth therewith ; 
feporoya , € faithhe ) i edregmaAic, 


foolifh talking , or Facetioufnefs : fach 


Facetioufnefs therefore he toucheth as 
doth include Folly, in the matter or 
manner thereof. Then he farther de- 
termineth it , by adjoyning a peculiar 
| | quality 


po. 
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quality thereof, unprofitablenefs, - or 
Impertinency 3 zz pn avinovraz, which 
are not pertinent, or conducible to any 
good purpofe: whence may be collec- 
ted, that it is a frivolous and idle fore 


of Facetioufnefé which he condem- 


neth. | | 
_ But however manifeft itis, that fome 


_ Kind thereof he doth earneftly forbid : 


whence, in order to the guidance of 
our practice, itis needfull to diftinguifh 
the kinds, fevering that which is al- 
lowable from that which is unlawfull 5 
that fo we may be {atisfied in the cafe, 


and not on the one hand ignorantly 


tran{grefs our duty, nor on the other 
trouble our felves with {cruples, others 
with cenfures, upon the ufe of warran- 
table liberty therein. 
_ And fuch a refolution feemeth in- 
deed efpecially needfullin this our Age, 
(this pleafant and jocular Age,) which 
is fo infinitely addicted to this fort of 
{peaking, that it {carce doth affect or 
prize any thing near fo much ; all re- 
putation appearing now to vail and 
{toop to that of being a Wit: to be 
learned, to be wife, tobe good, are 
nothing in comparifon thereto 5 even ta 
be noble and rich are inferiour _ 
| ANG 
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and afford no fuch glory. Many at leaft, 


to purchafe this glory, (to be deemed — 


confiderable in this faculty, and enrol- 
Ted among the Wits, ) do not onely 


make fripwreck. of confcience, ‘abandon . 


Vertue, .and forfeit all pretences to 
wifedom; but neglecttheir eftates, and 
proftitute their honour : foto the pri- 
' vate dammage of many particular per- 
fons, and with no fmall prejudice to 
the publick, are our Times poflefied 
and tranfported with thishumour. To 
reprefg the excefs and extravagance 
whereof, nothing in way of difcourfe 
can férve better, then plain declarati- 
on when and how fuch a practice is al- 
Jowableor tolerable; when it is wicked 
and vain, unworthy of a man endued 
with Reafon, and pretending to_ho- 
nefty or honour, : - 
This I fhall in fome meafure endea- 
vourto perform. | 
. But firft ic may be demanded what 
the thing we {peak of 1s, or what this 
‘Facetioufnefs doth import. To which 
: bripeng I might reply as Democritus 
did to-him that asked the definition of 
aMan,.“E% that which me all fee and 
know : any one better. apprehends what 
it is by acquaintance, thenE can at 
ea | im 


ei 
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: him by defcription. It is indeed a thing 
fo verfatil and multiform, appearing in 
fo many fhapes, fo many poftures, fo — 
many garbs, fo varioufly apprehended 

_ by feveral eyes and judgments, that it 
feemeth no lefs hard to fettle a clear and 
certain notion thereof, then to make a 
pourtranxt of Protews, or to define the 
figure of the fleeting Air. Sometimes 
it lieth in pat allufion to a known ftory, 
or in feafonable application ofa trivial 
faying, orin forging an appofite tale : 
fometimesit playeth in words and phra- 
fes, taking advantage from the ambigu- 
ity of their fenfe, or the affinity of their 

| found : fometimes it is wrapped in a 

ee drefS of humourous expreffion; fome- 

bus excidam, times it lurketh under an odd fimili- 
ee f tude 5 fometimes it is lodged in a fly 
is eid queftion, in a fmart anfwer, in a quir- _ 
duntur. kifh reafon, in a fhrewd intimation, in 
Quint. 6+ 3 cunningly diverting, or cleverly retor-_ 
ting an objection ; fometimes it is cou- 
ched in a bold {cheme of f{peech, in a 
tart Irony, in a lufty Hyperbole, in a 
{tartling Metaphor, in a plaufible re- 
conciling of contradictions, or 1n acute 
Nonfenfe : fometimes a fcenical repre- 
{entation of perfons or things, a coun- 
terfeit {peech, a mimical look or gefture 


paficth 
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, pafleth for it: fometimes an affected 

, fimplicity , fometimes a prefumptuous 

. bluntnefs giveth it being: fometimes it 

| rifeth onely from a lucky hitting upon 

| what is ftrange, fometimes from a craf- 

| ty wrefting obvious matter to the pur- 

| pofe: often it confifteth in one knows 
not what, and fpringeth up one can 
hardly tell how. Its ways are unac- 
countable and inexplicable, being an- 
{werable to the numberlefs rovings of 
fancy, and windings of language. It 
is, in fhort, a manner of fpeaking out: 
of the fimple and plain way, (fuch as = berele - 
Reafon teacheth and proveth things "Js? 
by,) which by a pretty furprizing un- eo eff, wt alt- 
couthnefs in conceit or expreflion doth i lial | 
affe& and amufe the fancy, ftirring in it ryaque dice- 
fome wonder , and breeding fome de- tr. Quiat. 
light thereto. It raifeth Admuiration, 
as fignifying animble fagacity of appre- 
hain a {pecial felicity of invention, 
a vivacity of {pirit , and reach of wit 
more then vulgar : it feeming to argue — 
a rare quicknefs of parts, that one can 
fetch in remote conceits applicable; a 

- notable skill, that he can dexteroufly 

accommodate them to the purpofe be- 

fore him ; together with a lively brisk- 

nefs of humour, not apt to damp thofe 

- {portfull 


3 
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{portfil flathes of imagination. (Whence 
 Bth4-8 =n Ariffotle fuch perfons are termed 
ORIOLE 10by, dexterows men ; and GUT POO, 
 _. men of facil or verfatil manners, who 
EiresrA* can eaffly turn theméelves to all things, 
a yiaG@, OF turn all things to themfelves.) It 
a i alfo procureth Delight, by gratifying 
: lee? 5 Curiofity with its rarene(, or femblance 
qdvre xr Of difficulty; (as monfters, not for 
a their beauty, but their rarity; as jug- 
‘eh ' ging tricks, not for their ufe, but therr 
_ abftrufenefs, are beheld with pleafure 5 ) 
by diverting the mind from its road of © 
ferious thoughts ; by inftilling gayety 
and airinefs of {pirit 5 by provoking to 
fuch difpofitions offpirit in way of emu- 
Jation or complaifance ; and by feafo- 
ning matters, otherwife diftaftfull or 
infipid, with an unufual, and thence 
gratefull tang. | 

_ But faying no more concerning what 
itis, and leaving it to your imaginati- 
on and experience to fupply the defec& 
of fuch explication, I fhall addref§ my 
felfto thew, firft, when and how fuch 
a manner of {peaking may be allowed 5 
then, in what matters and waysit fhould 

_ be condemned. 7 ae 


I. Such 
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_ T. Such Facetioufnefs is not abfolutes 
ly unreafonable or unlawfull, which 
miniftreth harmle($ divertifement, and a,x 333 
‘delight to converfation: Charmlefs, [ dvéravas g 
fay, that is, not intrenching upon Pie- 7 cin dpas 
ty, not infringing Charity or Juftice, drayxarov. 
not difturbing Peace.) For Chriftianity 44)" Eth 
is not fo tetrical, fo harfh, fo envious, *”” 
as. to bar us continually from innocent, 
much lefs from wholfome and ufefull 
pleafure, fuch as humane life doth need 
or require. And if jocular difcourfe may_ 
ferve to good purpofes of this kind 5 if | 
it may be apt to raife our drooping {pi- ,,,, ta htves. 
rits, to allay our irkfome cares, to whet mifisanimay 
our blunted induftry, to recreate our ™lioresaevt 
: . : | ae oré(que requbs 
minds being tired or cloyed with gra- eifargen, 
ver occupations; if it may breed ala- &c. Sen. de 
crity, or maintain good humour among 7" *3 
uss if it may conduce to f{weeten con- 
verfation, and endear fociety 5 then is 
it not inconvenient, or unprofitable, 
_Iffor thofé ends we may ufe other re- 
creations, employing on them our ears 
and eyes, our hands and feet, our o« 
ther inftruments of fenfe and motion 5 
why may we not as well to them ac- 
- commodate our organs of fpeech, and 
interiour fenfe? Why fhould thofe 
— | games 
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games which excite our wits and fancies 
be lefs reafonable, then thofe whereby 
our groffer parts and ficulties are exer- 


cifed 2? Yea, why are not thofe more 


reafonable, fince they are performed in 


a manly way, and have inthem a {mack 


of Reafon ; feeing alfo they may be fo 


managed , as not onely to divert and 


pleafe, but to improve and profit the 
mind, rouzing and quickning it, yea 
fometimes enlightning and inftructing 
it, by good fenfe conveyed in jocular 
expreffion ? 

It would furely be hard , that we 


‘fhould be tied ever to knit the brow, 


and fqueeze the brain, (to be always 


fadly dumpifh , or ferioufly penfive,) 


that al] divertifement of mirth and plea- 
fantnefs fhould be fhut out of converfa- 
tion : and how can we better relieve 
our minds, or relax our thoughts, how 
can we be more ingenuoufly chearfull, 
in what more kindly way can we exhi- 
larate our felves and others, then by 
thus /acrificing to the Graces, as the An- 


SN 


cients call’'d it? Are not fome perfons © 


always, andall perfons fometimes, un- 


capable otherwife to divert themfelves, 
then by fuch difcourfe >? Shall we, I 


fay, have no recreation? or muft our | 


recré- 
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— difh; confifting meerly in ruftical ef- 
forts, or in petty fleights of bodily 
{trength and aétivity > Were we in 
_ fine obliged ever to talk like Philofo- 

_ phers, affigning dry reafons for every 
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recreations be ever clownith, or chil- 


thing. , and dropping grave fentences ° 
upon all occafions, would it not much. . 


deaden humane life, and make ordinary. 


converfation exceedingly to languifh > 
-Facetioufneffe therefore in fuch cafes; 


and to,fuch purpofés, may be allow- | 


able. | 


2. Facetioufneffe is allowable, when. 


* it is the moft proper inftrument of ex- 


pofing things apparently bafe and vile _ 
to due contempt. ‘It is many times ex-. 


pedient, that things really ridiculous 

fhould appear fuch, that they may be 
— fafficiently loathed and fhunned ; and to 
render them fich is, the part of a faceti- 
ous wit, and ufually can onely be com- 
pafied thereby. When to impugn them 


with down-right reafon, or to check © 


them by ferious difcourfe, would figni- 
fy nothing 3 then reprefenting them in 
a fhape ftrangely-ugly tothe fancy; and 
thereby raifing derifion at them; may 
effectually difcounteriance them. ‘Fhus 


did the Prophet Elffas expofethe wicked 
_ a EE — faper= 


fuperftition of thofe who worfhipped 
rKings18. Baal: Elias (faith the Text) mocked 
mas them, and faid, Cry aloud ; for he is a 
| God, either he is talking, or he is purfu- 
ing, or he is ina journey, or peradven- 
ture he fleeps, and muft be awaked. By — 
which one pregnant inftance it appea- 
reth, that reafoning pleafantly-abufive 
- -inrfome cafes may be ufefull. The Ho- 
ly Scripture doth not indeed ufe it fre- 
os 5 ( it not futing the Divine — 
‘fimplicity and ftately gravity thereof to 
doefo; ) yet its condefcenfion thereto 
at any time fufliciently doth authorize a 
cautious ufe thereof. When farcaftical 
twitches are needfull to pierce the thick 
skins of men, to correct their lethargick 
{tupidity, to rouze them out of their - 
drouzy negligence 5 then may they. 
well be applied: when plain declarati- 
ons will not enlighten people, to dif- 
cern the truth and weight of things, 
and bluntarguments will not penetrate, 
to convince or perfuade them to their 
duty 5 then doth Reafon freely refign 
Its place to Wit, allowing it to under- 
take its work of inftrudtion and re« 
proof. | 7 
3. Facetious difcourfe particularly 
may be commodious for reproving fome 
| vices, 


so The Second Sermon. 
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Vices , and reclaiming fome perfons 5 


Cag Salt for cleanfing and curing fome . 


fores.) Jt commonly procureth a more 
eafie accefle to the ears of men, and 
worketh a {tronger impreflion on their. 
hearts, then other difcourfe could do: 
Many who will not ftand a direct re- 
proof, and cannot abide to be plainly 
admonifhed of their fault, will yet en- 
dure tobe pleafantly rubb’d , and will 
_ patiently bear a jocund wipe 5 though 
they abominate all language purely bit- 
ter or four, yet they can relifh difcourfe 
having in it a pleafant tartnefle: you 
muft not chide them as their mafter, but 
you may gibe with them astheir compa- 
nion: if you doe that,they willtake you 


for pragmatical and haughty; this they - 
may interpret friendfhip and freedome. — 


Moft mien are of that temper 5 and par- 
ticularly the Genius of divers perfons, 
whofe opinions and prattices we fhould 
ftrive to correct , doth require not a 
grave and fevere, but a free and merry 
_ Way of treating them. For what can 

be more unfutable and unpromifing, 
then to feem ferious with thofe who 
are not fo themfelves, or demure with 
the fcornfull? If we defign either ta 
pleafe or vex them ~—— manners; 


, 2 we 


- 
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we muft be as fportfull in a manner, or 


as contemptuous'as themfélves. If we 
mean to be heard by them, we muft 


_ talk in their own fafhion, with humour 


and jollity : if we will inftru@ them, 
we muft withall fomewhat divertthem: _ 
we mutt feem to play with them, if we 

think to convey any fober thoughts in-. . 
tothem. They {corn to be formally 
advifed or taught 5 but they may per- 
haps be {lily laughed and lured into 
a better mind. If by fuch complaifance 
we can inveagle thofe Dottrels to hear- 
ken tous, wemay induce them to con- 
fider farther, and give Reafon fome 
competent fcope, fome fair play with — 
them. Good Reafon may be apparelled 


inthe garb of Wit, and therein will fe= — 


eurely pafle, whither in its nativehome- 
lineffe it could never arrive : and being 
come thither, it with efpecial advantage _ 
may imprefle good advice ; making an 
offender more clearly to fee, and more | 


.deeply to feel his mifcarriage 5 being 


reprefented to his fancy in a ftrain . 
fomewhat rare and retriarkable, yet not 
fo fierce and frightfull. The feverity — 
ofreproof is tempered, and the repro- 
ver's anger difguifed thereby. “The 
guilty perfon cannot but obferve, ee 

. a he 


vers, who never wi 
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he who thus reprehends him is not dif- 


turb’d or out of humour, and that he 
rather pitieth then hateth him; which 


breedeth a veneration. to him, and im-. 


parteth no fmall efficacy to his whol- 
fome fuggeftions. Such a Reprehenfion, 


— while it forceth a fmile without, doth 
.”, work remorfe within 5. while it feemeth. 


to tickle the ear, doth fting the heart. 
In fine,many whofe fareheads are brazed 


and hearts fteeled againftall blame, are 


yet not of proaf againft derifion ; di- 

ih be reafoned, may 
be raillied into better order : in which 
cafés Raillery, as an inftrument of fo 


important good, as a fervant ofthe beft 


Charity, may be allowed. 
_ 4. Some Errours likewife in this way 


_may be moft properly and moft fuccef- 


fully confuted; fuch as deferve not, 
and hardly can bear a ferious and folid 
confutation. He that will conteft things 
apparently decided by fenfe and, expe- 
rience, or who difavows clear Princi- 
ples of reafon, approved by generall 
¢onfent, and the common fenfe of men, 


what other hopefull way is there of 
proceeding with him, then pleafantly 
to explode his conceits> To difpute - 


{Crioully with him, were trifling 5 to 
| E 3 trifle 
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trifle with him is the proper courfe : 
fince he. rejeCteth the grounds of Rea- 


-foning, ‘tis vain to be in earneft 5 what 
then remains but to jeft with him? To 


deal ferioufly, were to yield too much 
refpect to fuch a baffler, and too much 
weight to his fancies 5 to raife the man 
too high in his courage and conceit 5 
to make his pretences feem worthy the 
confidering and canvafing. Briefly, per- 
verfe obftinacy is more eafily quelled, 
petulant impudence is fooner dafhed, 
Sophiftical captioufneffe is more fafely 
eluded, Sceptical wantonnefle is more 
furely confounded in this, then in the 
fimple way of difcourfe. 

5. This way is alfo commonly the 
beft way of defence againft unjuft re- 
proach and obloguy. To yield ’to a 


- flanderous reviler a {érious reply, or to 


make a formal plea againft his charge, 
doth feem to imply, that we much con- 
fider, ordeeply refent it; whereas by 
pleafant reflexion on it we fignify, the 
matter onely deferves contempt , and. 
that we take our felves unconcerned 
therein. So eafily without care or trou- 
ble may the-brunts of malice be decli- 


ned, or repelled. | 
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- of counterbalancing, andin conipliance 
to the fafhion of others. It would 
be a difadvantage unto Truth and Ver- 


tue, if their defenders were barred _ 
from the ufe of this weapon; fince © 
it is that efpecially whereby the patrons _ 


of Errour and Vice do maintain and 
. propagate them. They being deftitute 
of good reafon, do ufually recommend 
their abfurd and peftilent notions by a 
pleafantnefle of conceit and expreffion, 
_ bewitching the fancies of fhallow hea- 


rers, and inveagling heedleffe perfons + — 
toa liking of them: and if, for reclai-. 


‘ming fuch people, the folly of thofe 
Seducers may in the like manner be dif- 
played as ridiculous and odious, why 
fhould that advantage be refufed ? Ie 
is Wit that wageth the war again{t Rea- 
fon, againft Vertue, againft Religion 5 
Wit alone itis that perverteth fo many, 
and fo greatly corrupteth the world : 


Ie may therefore be needfull, in our — 


warfare for thofe deareft concerns, to 
fort the manner of our fighting with 
that of our adverfaries, and with the 
fame kind of armsto protect Goodnefle, 
whereby they do affail it. IfWitmay 


happily ferve under the banner of Truth . 


E 4 and 


6. This way may be allowed in way _ 
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and Vertue, we may impreft it for that 
fervice 5 and good it were to refcue fo 
worthy a faculty from fo vile abufe. Ft 
is the right of Reafon and Piety , to 
command that' and all other endow- 
ments; Folly and Impiety do onely u- 


— furp them : juft and fit therefore it is, 


to wreft them out of fo bad hands, 
to revoke them to their right ufe and 
duty. | 

It doth efpecially feem requifite to — 
doe it in this Age,wherein plain Reafon — 
is deemed a dull andheavy thing. When 
the mental appetite of men is become, 
like the corporeal , and cannot relifh 
any food without fome piquant fawce, _ 
fo that people will rather ftarve, then 
hive on folid fare ; when fubftantialand 
found difcourfe findeth {mall attention, 
Or acceptance; in fuch atime, he that 
can: may in complaifance, and for fafhi- 
on’s fake, vouchfafe to be facetious 5 
an ingenious vein coupled with an ho- 
ne{t mind may be a good talent; he 
fhall employ Wit commendably, who 
by it can further the interefts of Good- 
neffe, alluring men firft to liften, then 


inducing them to confent unto its whol- 


fome dictates and precepts. 


since 
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Since men are fo irreclaimably difpo- 
- fedto mirth and laughter, it may be 
well to fet them in the right pin, to 
divert their humour into the proper 
chanel, that they may pleafe them- 
felves in deriding things which deferve 
it, ceafing to laugh at that which re- 
quireth reverence or horrour. 

It may alfo be expedient to put the 
world out of conceit, that all fober and 
good men are a fort of fuch lumpifh or 
four people, that they can utter no- 
thing but flat and drowzy ftuff; by 
fhewing them, that fuch perfons, when 
they fee caufe, in condefcenfion, can 
be as brisk and fmart as themfelves 5 
when they pleafe, can {peak pleafantly 
and wittily as well as gravely and ju- 
dicioufly. ‘This way at leaft, in refpe& 
to the various palates of men, may for 
variety fake be fometimes attempted, 
when other means do fail: when many 
{tri& and fubtle arguings, many zealous 
declamations, many wholfome ferious 
difcourfes have been fpent, without ef- 


fe&ting the extirpation of bad principles, 


or converfion of thofe who abett them; 
this courfe may be tried, and fome per- 
haps may be reclaimed thereby. 


ete Oe 


7. Fure 
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7. Furthermore, the warrantablenefs 
of this practice in fome cafés may be in- 
ferr'd from a parity of reafon, in this 
manner : If it be lawfull, (as by the 
beft authorities it plainly doth appear | 
to be,) in ufing Rhetorical fchemes, 
Poetical ftrains, involutions of fenfe in 
Allegories, Fables, Parables, and Rid- 
dles, to difcoaft from the plain and. 
fimple way of {peech; why may not 
FacetioufnefS, iffuing from the fame 
principles, directed to the fame ends, 
ferving to. like purpofes, be likewife 
ufed blamelefly > If thofe exorbitancies 
of {peech may be accommodated to in- 


— {till good Do@rine into the head, to 


excite good Paffions in the heart, to 
iluftrate and adorn the Truth, in a 


 delightfull and taking way 5 and face- 


tious difcourfe be fometime notorioufly 
conducible to the fame ends 5 why, 
they being retained, fhould it be re- 
jeGed > efpecially confidering how dif- 
ficult often it may be, to diftinguifh 
thofe forms of difcourfe from this, or 
exa@ly to define the limits which fever 
Rhetorick and Raillery. Some elegant 
figures and tropes of Rhetorick ( bi- © 
ting Sarcafms, {ly Ironies, {trong Me- 
taphors, lofty Hyperbole’, Paronoma~ 

‘ 5 : ar fi es, 
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fies, Oxymorons, and the like, fre- 
quently ufed by the beft {peakers, and 
not feldome even by Sacred Writers) 
do lie very near upon the confines of 
Jocularity, and are not eafily differen- 
ced from thofe fallies of wit, wherein 
the lepid way doth confift: fo that 
were this wholly culpable, it would be 
- matter of {cruple, whether one hath 
committed a fault or no, when he 
meant onely to play the Oratour, or 
the Poet 3 and hard furely it would 
be to find a judge, who could precife- 
ly fet out the siieenss between a feft 
_and a Flourifh. | 

8. I thall onely adde, that of old e- 
ven the fageft and graveft perfons (per- 
fons of moft rigid and fevere Vertue) 
did much affect this kind of difcourfe, 
and did apply it to noble purpofes. 
The great introducer of moral wifedom 
among the Pagans did practife it fo 
much, (by it reprefling the windy pride 
and fallacious vanity of Sophifters in 
his time, ) that he thereby got the name 
of ¢ ceey, the Drol: a 
thofe who purfued his defign, do by 
numberlefs {tories and Apophthegms re- 
corded of them appear well skilled, 


and much delighted in this way. Many 


great 


the reft of | 
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great Princes, (as Auguftws Caesar for 

one, many of whofe Jefts are extant in 

| Macrobius ,.) many grave Statefmen, Cas 

Cicero particularly, who compofed {e- 

) veral books of Jefts, ) many famous Cap- 

cle. de == tains, (as Rabiws M. Cato the Cenfor, 

Oral. 2+ Scipio Africanus, Epaminondas, Themi- 

figcles, Phociow, and many others, whofe 

witty Sayings tagether with their Mar- 

tial exploits are reported by Hiftorians, ) 

have pleaféd themfelves herein, and 

made it a condiment of their weighty 

% Thermo Dbufinefles. * So that pradifing thus 

greatefi men Cwithin certain rule and compafle) we 

Ciches cannot erre without great patterns, and 
gbeir time, motghty patrons. 

S.Greg. Naz. 


gad S. Bafil) could entertain one another with facetious ay (Greg. 
Naz. Fp. 7. ad Bafil. 20 xawre x ones dc. Et Ep. $.) 


9. In fine, fince it cannot be fhewn, 
that fuch a {portfalnefS of wit and fan- _ 
cy doth contain an intrinfick and infe-_ 
parable turpitude 5 fince it may be fa 
cleanly , handfomely and innocently 
ufed, as not to defile or difcompofe the 

‘mind of the {peaker, not to wron | 

_ harm the hearer, not to derggate Sem ; 
¥2y09), 5 any worthy fubje& of difcourfe, not 
oo pa > ta infringe decency, to difturb peace, 
dgadeynuie tO Violate de | of the grand duties in- 
cumbent 
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2 | 
| eumbentonus, (Piety, Charity, Juftice, » turn 
. Sobriety,) but rather fometimes may ae D dies 
| yield advantage in thofe refpetts 3 it ChryC ave 
_ cannot well abfolutely and univerfally “° 

be condemned : and when not ufed up- 

on improper matter, in an unfit man- 

ner, with exceflive meafure, at undue 
_ feafon, to evil purpofe, it may be al- 

lowed. It is bad objects, or bad ad- 

jundts, which do {poil its indifference 

and innocence : it is the abufe thereof, ‘o tuzane 

to which (as all pleafant things are he ries 

dangerous, and apt to degenerate into guy mabet 

baits of intemperance and excefle) it is Chryt 

very liable, that corrupteth it; and 

{eemeth to be the ground, why in fo 

general terms it is prohibited by the. 

Apoftle. Which prohibition to what 

eafes, or what forts of Jefting it exten- 

deth, we come now to declare: 


_ JI. 1. All profane Jefting, all {pea- 
king loofely and wantonly about Ho- 
ly things, (things nearly related to God 
and Religion, ) making fich things the 
“matters of {port and mockery, playing 
and trifling with them, 1s certainly pro- 
hibited , as an intolerably-vain and 
wicked praCtice. It is an infallible fign 
of a vain and light {pirit, which — : 
7 ereth 
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dereth little, and cannot diftinguifh ' 
things, to talk {lightly concerning per- 
fons of high dignity, to whom efpecial 
refpe& is due; or about matters of 
great importance, which deferve very 
ferious confideration. No man {pea- 
keth, or fhould f{peak, of his Prince 
that which he hath not weighed, whe- 
ther it will confift with that veneration 
which fhould be preferved inviolate to 
him: And is not the fame, is not much 
greater care to be ufed in regard to the 
incomparably-great and glorious Ma- 
jelty of Heaven? Yes furely: as we 
fhould not without great awe think 
of him 5 fo we thould not prefume to 
mention his Name, his Word, his Infti- 
tutions, any thing immediately belon- 
ging to him, without profoundeft re- 
verence and dread. It 1s the moft enor- 
mous faucinef§ that can be imagined, 
to {peak petulantly or pertly concer- 
ning Him 5 efpecially confidering, that 
whatever we do fay about him, we do 
utter it in his prefence, and to his ve- 
ty face. For there is not (as the Holy 
Pfalmift confidered ) 2 word ix my 
tongue, but lo, O Lord, thou kuoweft iz 
altogether. No man alfo hath the heart 
to droll, or thinks raillery convenierie 

/ in 
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in cafes nearly touching his life , his 


, health, his eftate, or his fame: and are 


the true life and health of our Soul, are 


intereft in God's favour and mercy, are 


everlafting glory and blifle affairs of 
lef moment ? are the treaftires and 
joys of Paradifé, are the dammages and 


_ torments in Hell more jefting matters > 


No certainly, no: in all reafon there- 
fore it becometh us, and it infinitely 
concerneth us, when-eyer we think of 


_thefe things, to be in beft earneft, al- 
ways to {peak of them in moft fober 
- fadnefs. _ | 


The proper objets of common mirth 


and {portfull divertifement are mean 


and petty matters; any thing at leaft 
is by playing therewith made {uch : 
great things are thereby diminifhed and 
debafed 5 efpecially Sacred things do 
grievoufly fuffer thence, being with 
extreme indecency and indignity de- 
prefied beneath themfelves, when they 
become the fubjeds of flathy wit, or 
the entertainments of frothy merriment: 


to facrifice their honour to our vain 
pleafure, being like the ridiculous fond-. 


nefs of that people, which (as Kian 
reporteth) worfhipping a Fly, did of- 
fer up an Oxe thereto, Thefe things 

3 = were 
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were by God inftituted, and propofed 


to us for purpofes quite different; to 


compofe our hearts, and fettle our fan- 
cies ina moft f€rious frame ; to breed 


' Inward fatisfaction, and joy purely {pi- 


Tir. 23 8. 


Eph. 4: 290 


ritual 3 to exercife our moft folemn 
thoughts, and employ our gravelt dif- 
courfes: All our fpeech therefore about 


them fhould be wholfome, apt to afford 


ees inftruction, or to excite good af- 
ections; good, ( as S. Paul {peaketh). 
for the ufe of edifying, that it may mini- 


fier grace unto the hearers. 


If we mutt be facetious and imerry, 
the field is wide and fpacious ; there — 
are matters enough in the world befide 
thefe moft auguft and dreadfull things, — 


to try our faculties, and pleafe our hu- 


- mour with 3. every-where light and lu- 


dicrous things occurr: it therefore doth 
argue a marvellous poverty of wit; and 
barrennefs of invention, -(no lefs then 
a {trange defect of goodnefs, and want 
of difcretion,) in thofe who can devife 
no other -fubjects to frollick upon be- 
fide thefe; of all moft improper and 
perillous ; who cannot fee ingenious 
under the charge of fo highly. trefpa 
fing upon decency, difclaiming wife- 
dom, wounding the ears of others, 9 

| . their 
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their own confciences. Seem ingenioys, — 
I fay ; for feldome thofe perfons really 
are fuch, or are capable to difcover any 
Wit in a wife and manly way. “Tis not — 
the excellency of their fancies, which 
in themfelves ufually are forry and in-_ 
fipid enough, but the uncouthnefs of 
their prefumption 5 not their extraor- | 
dinary wit, but their prodigious rafh- -” 
“nefs, which is to be admired. They — 
are gazed on, as the doers of bold’ 
tricks, who dare perform that which 
no fober man will attempt: they 
do indeed rather deferve themfelves 
to be laughed at, then their con- 
_eeits. For what can be more ridicu- 

— Tous, then we do make our felves, when 
we thus fiddle and fool with our own 
Souls; when, to. make vain people 
_merry, we incenfe God’s earneft dif- 
pleafure 3 when, to raife a fit of pre- 
fent laughter, we expofe our felves to 
endlefs wailing and woe; when, tobe . 
reckoned Wits, we prove our {elves © 
{tark wild > Surely to this cafe we may * 
accommodate that of a truly-great Wit, 
_ King Solomon; I faid of laughter, It i gceiés 5.51 
wad. and of mirth, What doethit ? — 
_ 2. All injurious, abufive, {currilous 
Jefting, which caufelefly ox needlefly 
| 7 F tendeth 
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tendeth to the difgrace, dammage,vexa- 

tion, or prejudice in any kind of our | 

Neighbour, (provoking his difpleafure, 

grating on his modefty, ftirring paffion 

miefolutos In him >) Is alfo prohibited. When 

Qui capiat men, to raife an admiration of their 
rifus homt- ae oy 

‘mum, fandm. Wit, to pleafe themfelves, or gratifie 

que dicacis, the humour of other men, do expofe 

Hon 8 iz, their Neighbour to {Corn and contempt, 

making ignominious reflexions upon his 

'O 8 Cwmo- perfon or his ations, taunting his real 

ree litle’ imperfections, or faftning imaginary 
TSYEAOlsy . : 

4 sre int ONES upon him, they tranfgrefs their 

in dae duty, and abufe their wits 5 ‘tis not ur- 

“exC> banity, or genuine facetioufnefle, but 

miice.Arift. uncivil rudenefie, or vile malignity. 

Eth. 4.8. "Fo doe thus, as it is the office of mean 

and bafe fpirits, (unfit for any worthy 

or weighty employments, ) fo it 1s full 

of inhumanity, of iniquity, of indecen- 

cy, and folly. For the weaknefles of 

men, of what kind foever, (natural, or 

moral, in quality, or in a¢t,) confide- 

‘, xing whence they {pring , and how 

much we are all fubje&t to them, and 

do need excufe for them, do in equity 

challenge compaflion to be had of 

them 3 not complacency to be taken 

in them, or mirth drawn from them ; 

they, in refpe& to common humanity, 

fhould 
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fhould rather be ftudioufly connived 
at and concealed, or mildly excufed, 
then wilfully laid open, and wantonly 
defcanted upon; they rather are to be 
oe fecretly, then openly deri- 

ed. . 
_ The Reputation of men is too. noble 
a facrifice to be offered up to vain-glo- 
ry, fond pleafure, or ill humour 3 it is 
a good far more dear and precious, then - 
to be proftituted for idle fport and di- 
vertifement. It becometh us not to 
trifle with that, which in common efti- 
mation 1s of fo great moment ; to play | 
rudely with a thing fo very brittle, yet vires fama: 
of fo vaft price 5 which being once Hor 
broken or crackt, it is very hard, and 
{carce poffible, to repair. A {mall tran- 
fient pleafure, a tickling the ears, wag- 
ging the lungs, forming the face intoa 
{mile, a giggle or a humme, are not to 
be purchafed with the grievous diftaft . 
and f{mart, perhaps with the real dam- 
- mage and mifchief, of our Neighbour, 
Which attend upon con- _ prov.26.18, 19. Aé @ 

tempt. This is not Jefting mad man he caftth fire 
firely, but bad earneft : "tis 779) sis mansher deceiver 
wild mirth, which ts the MOQ- his neighbour , and faith, 
ther of griefto thofe whom 4"72" infu? 
we fhould tenderly love; ay—LxxX. 

| - F2 “tis _ 
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"tis unnatural fport, which breedeth © 
difpleafure in them whofe delight it 

fhould promote, whofe liking it fhould 
- procure: it croffeth the nature and 

defign of this way of {peaking 5 which 
is, to cement and ingratiate fociety, 
to render converfation pleafant and — 
fprightly , for mutual fatisfaction and 
comfort. | ? 

True Feftivity is called Sa/t, and 
fuch it fhould be, giving a fmart, but 
favoury relith to difcourfe; exciting an | 

appetite, not irritating difguft 5 clean- 

fing fometime , but never creating a 

Matt. s.13. fore: and, gay UwegvOh, if it become 
Nimiumrifis thus infipid, or unfavoury, zt is thence~ 
yi Caen forth good for nothing, but to be caft out, 
impendio con- 2424 to be troden under foot of men. 
fiat. Quintil Such Jefting which doth not feafon 
wholfome or harmlefle difcourfe, but 

giveth a haut-gouft to putid and poifo- 

nous ftuff, gratifying diftempered pa- 

lates and corrupt ftomachs, is indeed 

Ei xaaty xt Odious and defpicable folly, to be cast 
ok aera ont with loathing, to be troden under 
dolevu; xt. foot with contempt. If a man offends © 
ques 9, 4 in this fort to pleafé himéfelf, ‘tis Curvy 
Chyé ’> malignity; if to delight others, “tis bafe 
fervility and flattery: upon the firft 
{core he is a buffoon to himfelf; — 

| —¢ 
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the laft, a fool to others. And well in 
common fpeech are fuch practifers fo 
termed, the’ grounds of that practice | 
being fo vain, and the effects fo unhap- a 
py. Lhe heart of fools (faith the Wife- Eccles 7.4. 
man) és in the houfe of mirth; meaning, 7 
it feems, efpecially fuch hurtfully-wan- | 
ton mirth: for it is (as he farther tel- 
Jeth us) the property of fools, to ~ 
delight in doing harm 5 (Jé : 
is a fort 0 a fo to doc mif= IO was g 
chief.) Is it not in earneft fp, Prov.14.9. 
moft palpable folly, for fo | 
mean ends to doe fo great , 
harm; to difoblige men in Potts amicum quam dice 
fport 3 to lofe friends,and gee "Persia? 
enemies, foraconceit; out -. 
ofa light humour toprovoke —dummodo rifum 
fierce wrath,and breed tough eerie pity 
hatred; to engage one’s felf Hor. §. 1. 43 
confequently very far in 
{trife, danger, and trouble ? : | 
No way certainly is more apt to produce ~~ eax, 
fuch effects then this; nothing more Hoc Mest 
fpeedily enflameth, or more thoroughly bis facetiis - 
enrageth men, or {ticketh longer in mens ;,,. pie 
hearts and memories, then bitter taunts apud prapo 
and {coffs: whence this hony foon turns pads | 
into gall; thefe jolly Comedies do com- eft. Tac. V. 

monly terminate in a eae Ann, p 184. 
| oe | F32  ~ Etpe- 
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Efpecially this fcurrilous and {Coffing 
way is then moft deteftable, when it 
not onely expofeth the blemifhes and 
infirmities of men, but abufeth Piety. 
and Vertue themfelves; flouting per- 
fons for their conftancy in Devotion, 


. ortheir ftri&t adherence to a confcien- 


Job $2. 4 


Pial. 64.354» 


cious practice of Duty 5 aiming to ef- 
fe@ that which ‘fob complaineth of, 
The juft upright man is laughed to fcorn x 
refembling thofe whom the Pfalmift 
thus defcribeth, Who whet their tongue 


dike a fword, and bend their arrows, e- 


Jer. 20, 8, 


ver bitter words, That they may fhoot in 
fecret at the perfed 5 ferving good men 
as Feremy was ferved, The word of the 
Lord (faith he) was made a reproach 
unto me, anda derifion daily, | 

This practice doth evidently in the 
higheft degree tend tothe difparagement | 


_ and difcouragement ofGoodnefs;(aiming 


to expofe it, and to render men afhamed 
thereof; ) and it manifeftly proceedeth 


_ from a defperate corruption of mind , 


(from a mind hardned and emboldned, 
fold &c.:flaved to wickednefs:.) whencé 
they who deal therein are in Holy Scri- 
pture reprefented as egregious finners, 
or perfons fuperlatively wicked, under 


the name of Scorners 3 (Aoiues, Pefts, or 


pelti- 
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peftilent men, the Greek Tranflatours 
call them, properly enough in regard 
to the effes of their practice 5) con- 
cerning whom the Wife-man (fignify- 
ing how God will meet with them in 
their own way) faith, Swrely the Lord Prov.3. 34. 
fcorneth the feorners. "Epraixlas, Scof= 2 Pet. 3.3. 
fers, (or Mockers,) Saint Peter termeth 
them, who walk according to their own 
Lefts who not being willing to prac- — 
tife, are ready to deride Vertue 5 there- 
_ by ftriving to feduce others into their — 
pernicious courfes. - 
This offence alfo proportionably 
groweth more criminal, as it prefimeth 
_ to reach perfons eminent in dignity or 
worth, unto whom {pecial veneration 
Is appropriate. This adjoyneth fau- 


_ eineffe to fcurrility, and advanceth the 


wrong thereof into a kind of facrilege, _ 
“Tis not onely injuftice, but profane- 
neffe, to zbufe the Gods. Their ftation Exod.22.28. 
is a fanctuary from all irreverence and 
_ reproach 5 they are feated on high, that 
we may onely look up to them with 
refpeG ; their defects are not tobe feen, 
or not to be touched by malicious or 
wanton wits, by {pitefull or fcornfull 
tongues : the diminution of their credit 
isa publick mifchief, and the State it 
| | FQ {elf 
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felf doth fuffer intheir becoming ob- 
jets of fcorn; not onely themfelves 
are vilified and degraded, but the great 
affairs they manage are obftrudted, the — 
juftice they adminifter is difparaged 
thereby. _ | 
In fine, no Jefting is allowable, which 
is not throughly innocent; it 1s an un- 
worthy perverting of wit, to employ 
it in biting and feratching 5 in working 
prejudice to any man’s reputation, or in- 
tereft ; in needlefly incenfing any man’s 
anger,or forrow ; in raifing animofities, 
diffenfions, and feuds among any. 
_ Whenee it is fomewhat ftrange, that 
any men from fo mean and filly a prac- 


‘tice fhould expe& commendation, or 


that any fhould afford regard thereto 
the which it is fo farfrom meriting, that 
indeed contempt and abhorrence are 
due to it. Men do truly more render 
themfelves defpicable then others, when,, 
without juft ground, or reafonable oc- 
cafion, they do attaque others in this- 
way. That fucha practice doth ever 
find any encouragement or acceptance, 
whence can it proceed, but from the 
bad nature and {mall judgement offome 
perfons > For to any man who is en- — 
dyed with any fenfe of goodnefie, and 
eee re "hath 
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hath a competence of true wit, ora 
right knowledge of good manners, (who ~ 
_ knows— inurbanum lepido feponere Hor 
_dido,) it cannot but be unfavoury and 
loathfome. The repute it obtaineth 
is in all refpects unjuft. So would it 
- appear, not onely were the caufeto be 
- decided in the court of morality , be- 
caufe it confifts not with Vertue and 
Wifedom; but even before any com- 
petent judges of'wit it felf. For he 
overthrows his own pretence, and can- 
not reafonably claim any intereft in 
wit, who doth thus behave himfelf: 
he prejudgeth himfelf to want wit, who — 
cannot defcry fit matter to divert him- | 
_ felf or others: he difcovereth a great 
{treightneffe and fterility of good in- 
- vention, who cannot.in all the wide 
field of things find better fubjects of 
difcourfe; who knows not how to be 
_ Ingenious within reafonable compaffe, 
but to pick up a forry conceit is forced 
to make excurfions beyond the bounds 
of honefty and decency. a 
Neither 1s it any argument of confi- 
derable ability in him that haps to pleafe. 
this way: a flender faculty will ferve 
theturn, The tharpneffe of his fpeech 
cometh not from wit fo much as from 
- a 4 | _choler, 
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choler, which furnifheth the loweft in- 
ventions witha kind of pungent expref- 
fion, and giveth an edge to every {pite- 
full word : fothatany dull wretch doth 


feem to {cold eloquently and ingeni- 


oufly. Commonly alfo Satyrical taunts 
do owe their feeming piquancy, not to 
the fpeaker, or his words, but to the 
fubject, and the hearers; the matter 
con{piring with the bad nature, or the 
vanity of men, who love to laugh at. 
any rate, and to de pleafed at the ex- 
pence ofother mens repute 5 conceiting 
themfélves extolled by the depreffion 
of their neighbour, and hoping to gain 
by his loffe. Such cuftomers they are 
that maintain the bitter Wits, who o- 
therwife would want trade, and might 
go a begging. For commonly they 
who feem to excell this way, are mife- 
rably flat in other difcourfé , and moft 
dully fertous: they have a particular 
unaptneffe to defcribe any good thing, 
or commend any worthy perfon 5 being 
deftitute of right Ideas, and proper 
terms anfwerable to fuch purpofes : 


_ their reprefentations of that kind are — 


abfurd and unhandfome ; their Elogies 
(toufe their own way of fpeaking) are 
in effe& Satyrs, and they can hardly 

| more 


/ 
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more abufe a man then by attempting — 
to commend him; like thofeinthePro- _ 
phet, who were wife to doe ill, but to Jer4.22. 
doe well hadno knowledge. 
3. I paffe by, that it is very culpa- 
ble to be facetious in obfcene and {mut- 
ty matters. Such things are not to be ~ 
difcourfed on either in jeft, or in ear- 
neft ; they muft not, asS. Paul faith, 
be fo much as named among Chriftians : gph. s. 3; 
to meddle with them is not to difport, 7 
but to defile one’s felf , and others. 
There is indeed no more certain fign of 
amind utterly debauched from Piety 
and Vertue , then affecting fuch talk. 
But farther, | 
4. All unfeafonable Jefting isblame- 
able. As there are fome proper feafons 
of relaxation, when wemay defipere iz iia) 
loco 5 fo are there fome times, and cir- petulans, n2 
cumftances of things, wherein it. con- fuperbum, ne 
_cerneth and becometh men to be ferious peal rial 
in mind, grave in demeanour, and plain né prapara- 
in difcourfe; when to {port in this way "™"o #m 
isto doe indecently, or uncivilly , to ater. Quint. 
beimpertinent, or troublefome. “ 
It comporteth not well with the pre- 
fence of Superiours , before whom it 
becometh us to-be compofed and mo- 
deft: much leffe with the pe 
| of 
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of Sacred offices, which require an ear- 
-neft attention, and moft fertous frame 
of mind. | 7 

In deliberations and debates about 


, affairs of great importance, the fimple 


So aa fa. Manner of {peaking tothe point is the 
Enrip. Arift. proper, eafie, clear and compendious 


 ~Pol. 2.4 


Arift. Eb. 
30. 6, 


way : facetious fpeech there ferves one- 
ly to obftrué and entangle bufinefle, to 
lofe time, and protra& the refult. The: 


Shop and Exchange will fcarce endure 


Jefting in their lower tranfactions ; 
the Senate, the Court of juftice, the 
Church do much more exclude it from 
their more weighty confultations, When- 
ever it juftleth out, or hindereth the 
difpatch of other ferious bufinefs, ta- 


king up the room, or. {wallowing the 


time due to it, or indifpofing the minds 

of the audience to attend it, then it 1s 

unfeafonable and peftilent.' Tlzi@ew, 

ive o@sdutys, To play, that we may’ be 

ferioufly bufy, isthe good rule (of Aza- 
charfis,) implying the fubordination of 

fport to bufineffe, as a condiment, and 

furtherance, not an impediment or clog 

thereto. He that for his fport neglects 
his bufineffe , deferves indeed to be 

reckoned among children 5 and chil- 

drens fortune will attend him, to be 

pleafed 
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pleafed with toys, and to fail of fub- 
{tantial profit. 
-  *Jis, again, improper (becaufe in- 
deed uncivil , and inhumane ) to jeft 
with perfonsthat are in-a fad or afflicted Adverfasmi. 
condition 5 .as arguing want of duecon- bed yeonng 7 
fidering , or due commiferating their Quint. 
café ; it appears a kind of infulting up-. 
on their misfortune, and is apt to fo- 
ment their grief. Even in our own 
cafe Cupon any difaftrous occurrence 
to our felves) it would not be feemly 
to frollick it thus; it would fignify 
want of due regard to the frowns of 
~ God, and the ftrokes of his hand; it 
would croffe the Wife-man’s advice, —— 
Lx the day of profperity be joyfull, but Eccles7.14- 
tv the day of adverfity confider. - oo | 
~. Ie 1s alfo not feafonable, or civil,-to 
be jocund in this way with thofe who 
defire to be-ferious, and like not the 
humour. Jocularity fhould not be — 
_ forcibly obtruded, but bya kindly con- | 
{piracy (Cor tacit compact ) flip into — 
converfation : confent and complai- 
{ance give all the life thereto. Its de- 
fign isto {weeten and eafefociety : when 
to the contrary it breedeth offence or 
encumbrance, it is worfé then vain and — 
unprofitable. From thefe inftances we 
, may 
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may colleét when in other like cafés it 
is unfeafonable, and therefore culpable. 
Farther, 4 
5. To affe& , admire, or highly to — 
value this way of fpeaking, (either ab- 
folutely in it {elf} or in comparifon to 
the ferious and plain way of fpeech,) 
and therice to be drawn into an immo- 
derate ufe thereof, 1s blameable. A 
man of ripe age, and found judgment, 
for refrefhment to himfelf; or in com- 
plaifance to others, may fometimes con- 
defcend to play in this, or any other 
harmlefle way : but to be fond of it, to 
profecute it with a carefull or painfull 
eagernefle, to dote and dwell upon it, 
to reckon it a brave or fine thing, a fin- 
gular matter of commendation, a tran- 
fcendent accomplifhment, any-wife pre- 
ferrable to rational endowments, or 
comparable to the moral excellencies 
of our mind, (to folid Knowledge, or 
found Wifedom , or ttue Vertue and 


-Goodnefle,) this is extremely childish, 


or brutifh, and far below a man. What 
can be more abfurd, then to make a 
bufinefle of play, to be ftudious or la- 
borious intoys, to makea profeffion or 
drive.a trade of impertinency ? what 


‘more plain non-fenfe can there be, 


then 
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then to be earneft in jeft, td be conti- 
nual in divertifement, or conftant in 
paftime 5 to make extravagance all our savduiZew x 
way, and fauce all our diet ? Is not 7A) 7a 
this plainly the life of a child, that is 34575 9% 
ever bufie, yet never hath any thing to vem, 4 aicy 
doe ? or the life of that mimical brute, 79%", 
which is always ative in playing un-x6. 
couth and unlucky tricks; which, could 
it fpeak, might furely pafie wellfora 
profefied Wit > | 7% 

The proper work of Man, the grand 
drift of humane life, is to follow Rea- 
fon, (that noble {park kindled in us 
from Heaven; that Princely and power- 
full faculty, which is able to reach fo 
lofty objets, and to atchieve fo mighty 
~ works 3) not to footh fancy, that 
_brutith, thallow, and giddy power, a- 
ble to perform nothing worthy much 
— We are not (evenCicero could Neque doit 
tell us) borz for play and jefting 5 but pecially 
for feverity, and the fludy of graver and mus, utad | 
greater affairs. Yes, we were purpofe- pa _ 
ly defigned, and fitly framed, to under- ama: fed 
{tand and contemplate, to affect and a¢ ach 
delight in, to undertake and purfue (7 uedam - 
moft noble and worthy things; to be ftudie gravi- 
--employed in bufineffe confiderably pro-’ najora Ci ; 
fitable to our felves, and oe toon, 
- f & othets : 


So 


~ upon fuch toys. 
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ethers : We do therefore ftrangely de=. 


bafe our félves, when we do ftrongly. 
bend our minds to, or fet our affections 

Efpecially to doe fo is unworthy of a 
Chriftian; that is of a perfon who Is 
advanced to fo high a rank, and fo glo- 
rious relations ; who hath fo excellent 
objects of his mind and‘affections pre- - 
fented before him, and fo excellent re+ 
wards for his care and pains propofed 
to him; who is engaged in affairs of fo 
worthy nature, and fo immenfe confée- 
quence: for him to be zealous about 
quibbles, for him to be ravifhed with 
puny conceits and expreflions , ‘tis a 
wondrous overfight, and an enormous 
indecency. | 

He indeed that prefers any faculty to 
Reafon, difclaims the privilege of be- 


- ing a Man, and underftands not the 


worth of his own Nature : he that pri- 


zes any quality beyond Vertue and 


Goodnefie , renounces the title of a 


Chriftian, and knows not how to value. 


the dignity of his profeflion. It isthefe 


_ two (Reafon and Vertue) in conjunc- 


tion, which produce all that 1s confide- 
rably good and great in the world. 
Fancy can doe little 5 doeth never any 

_ | thing 
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thing well, except as directed and wicl- 
ded by them. Do pretty conceits or 
humourous talk carry on any bufinefle, 
or perform any work? Nos; they are 
ineffectual and fruitleffe ; often they 
difturb, but they never difpatch any 
thing with good fucceffe. It is fimple gus ay. 
Reafon (as dull and dry as it feemieth )Aeaivesw xz" 
which expediteth all the grand affairs, °- . r 
which accomplifheth all the mighty éecjegreaias 
works that we {ee done in the world. sven 
In truth therefore, asone Diamond is jon. 1a._ 
worth numberlefle bits of Glaffe; fo 
one folid Reafon is worth innumerable 
Fanctes : one grain of true Science and Tenis wy: 
found Wifedom in real worth and ufe cia 
doth outweigh loads (if any loads can gir done 
be) of freakith Wit. orate things o- eiuss% Se 
therwife, doth argue great weaknefle ei 
of judgment , and fondneffe of mind. zis Juais’ 
So to conceit of this way, fignifieth a pag ee 
weak mind ; and much to delight there- Manone 
tn, rendrethit fo: nothing more deba- ozvi7as 


dis | nay, TWIVOUY 
feth the {pirit of a man, or more rene jy piiva- 
dreth it light and trifling. Moy xa.ra- 
' ; Aveons. Thide: 


Focorum frequens ufts omne animis pondas , omnémque vim evipiers 
Sen. dé Trang. c. 15. “H cvlezmenia uaraniy mud the y's 
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Hence if we mutt be venting pleafant 
conceits, we fhould doe it a if we did 
it not, carelefly and unconcernedly ; 
not ftanding upon it, or valuing our 
felves for it: we fhould doe it with 
meafure and moderation 5 not giving 


~ up our felves thereto, fo as to mind it, 


.. _.or delight in it more then in any other 


thing : we fhould not be fo intent up- 
on it, as to become remifle in affairs 
more proper or needfull for us; {0 as 
to naufeate ferious bufineffe, or diffe- 
lifh the more worthy entertainments 
ofour minds. This is. the great dan- 
ger of it, which we daily fee men to 
Incurr 3 they are fo bewitched with a 
humour of being witty themfelves, or 
of hearkning to the fancies of others, 
that it is this onely which they can like 


or favour, which they can endure to 


think or talk of. °Tis a great pity, that 
men who would feem to have fo much 


. wit, fhould fo little underftand them- 
= f{elves. But farther, 


_ 6. Vainglorious oftentation this way 
is very blameable. All ambition, all 
vanity, all conceitedneffe, upon what- 
ever ground they are founded, are ab- 
folutely unreafonable and filly: but 
yet thofe, being grounded on fome real 

ability, 


ff 
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ability, of foie ufefull skill, are wife 
and manly in comparifon-to this, which 
ftandeth on a foundation fo manifeftly 
flight and weak. The old Philofophers = 
by a fevere Father were called aximalja Tertull. 
Llorie, animals of glory; and by a Sa-_ 
tyrical Poet they were termed bladders yaveite otfar 
of vanity: but they at leaft did catch at o¢ temo 
pratfe from praife-worthy knowledge ; #3" °° 
they were puff’d up with awind which 
blowed fome good to mankind ; they 
‘fought glory from that which deferved 
glory ifthey had not fought it; it was 
a fubftantial and folid credit whichthey 
did affe, refulting from fuccefull en- 
terprifes of {trong reafon, and ftout in- 
duftry : but thefe aximalcula gloria , Rifiss——te 
thefe flies, thefe infeds of glory, thele, muifiaus in. 
not bladders, but bubbles of vanity , <# {74s 
would be admired and praifed for rat. 2, 
_ that which is no-wife admirable or lau- 
dable ; for the cafual hits and emergen- 
_ cies of roving fancy ; for {tumbling on © 
an odd conceit or phrafe, which fig- 
nifieth nothing, and is as fuperficiall 
as the f{mile, as hollow as the noifé it 
caufeth. Nothing certainly in nature 
is more ridiculous then a felf&conceited 
Wit, who deemeth himfelf fome-body, 
and greatly pretendeth to commendati- 

: G2 on 
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on from fa pitifull and werthleffe a 
_ thing as a knack of trifling. 


7. Laftly, It isour duty-never {0 far 
to engage our felves in this way , as 


_ thereby to lofe or to impair that habi- 


tual ferioufnefle, modefty, and fobrie- 


— ty of mind, that {teddy compofednefie, 


gravity, and confttancy of demeanour, 
which become Chriftians. We fhould 
continually keep our mindsintent upon 
our high cdling, and grand intereftss 
ever well tuned, and ready for the 
performance of holy Devotions, andthe 
practice of moft ferious duties with ear- 
neft attention and fervent affection: 
Wherefore we fhould never fuffer them 
to be diffolved into levity, or diforde- 
red into a wanton frame, indifpofing | 


__ us for xeligious thoughts and adions. 
_ We oaghe always in our behaviour to 


Phil. 4.8. 
I Tim. 3° 8. 


Tit. 2. Fo. 
Diétum poti- 
us aliquando 
perdet, quam 
minuet auto- 
ritatem. 


Quint. 6. 3. 


mamtain, not onely 7 wptao, a fitting 
decency, but alfozd ory, a ftately gra- 
vity, a kind of venerable majefty, fu- 
table tothat high rank which we bear 
of God’s Friends, and Children 5 ador- 
ning our holy profeflion, and guarding 
us from all rmpreffions of finfull vanity. 
Wherefore we fhould not let our felves 
be tranfported into any exceflive pitch 
of lightneffe , ‘imconfiftent with or 

: pre- 
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prejudicial to. ow Chriftian ftate and « . 
bufineffe. ‘Gravity and Madey are 
the fences of Piety, which being once 
ilighted, fin wall eafily attempt and en- 
croach upon us. So the old Spaxifh 
Gentleman may be interpreted to have 
been wife, who, when his Son upon a 
volage to the Izdies took his leave of 
him, gave him this odd advice; My... Infarm 
fon, ia the firft place keep thy Gravity, Famiari. — 
az the next place fear God : intimating, 
that a man mutt firft be ferious, before 
he can be pious. | 

Fo conclude, as we need not be de- 
mure, fo muft we not be impudent ; 
as we fhould not be four, fo ought we 
not to be fond 3 as we may be free, fo 
we fhould not be vain; as we may well 
ftobp to friendly complaifance, fo we 
fhould take heed of falling into con- 
temptible levity. If without wronging 
others, or derogating from our felves, 
we can be facetious ; if we can ufe our 
Wits in jefting innocently, and conve- 
niently 5 we may fometimes doit: but 
Jet us, in compliance with $. Paxl’s di- 
rection, beware of foolifh talking and 
jefting, which are not convenient. 


43 Now 
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Heb. 13.20; Now the God of gyace and peace— 
a5. make us perfed in every good work to 
doe his will, working in w5.that which is 

well pleafing in bis fight, through Fefia 

_Chrifi, to whom be glory for ever and 

ever. Amen. 8 - 


The 
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‘S. JAMES 5.12. 


But above all things, my brethren, 
Swear not. | 


Mong other Precepts of Good 
life ( directing the practice of . 
Vertue,and abftinence from Sin) 


S. ‘ames doth infert this about Swea- 


- Ying, couched in expreflion denoting 


his great earneftnefle, and apt to ex- 
cite our {pecial attention. Therein he 
doth not mean univerfally to interdic& 
the ufe of Oaths 5 (for that in fome ca- 


 fes is not onely lawfull, but very ex- 


pedient , yea needfull, and required 
from us asaDuty;) but that Swearing 
which our Lord had exprefly prohibi- 
ted to his Difciples, and which thence, 
queftionleffe , the brethren to whom 
S. James did write did well underftand 
themfelves obliged to forbear, having 

| G4 learnt 
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learnt fo in the firft Catechifms of Chri- 
{tian inftitution ; thatis, needlefle and 
heedleffe Swearing in ordinary conver= 
fation: a practice then frequented in 
the world, both among Jews and Gen- 
tiles; the which aff, to the fhame of 
our Age, is now fomuch in fafhion, and 
with fome men in vogue; the invoking 
God’s Name, appealing to his teftimo- 
ny, and provoking his judgment, upon 
any flight occafion, in common talk, 
with vain incogitancy,or profane bold- 
nefle. From fuch practice the Holy A- 


poftle dehorteth in terms importing his © 
great concernednefle, and implying the . 


matter to be of higheft importance : 
for, Fle3 wdy7av, faith he, Before 2lf 
things, my brethren, do not frear 3 as 


_if he did apprehend this fin of all other 


to be one of the moft hainous and per- 
nicious. Could he have faid more 2 
would he have faid {o much, if he had 
not conceived the matter to be of ex- 
ceeding weight and confequence ? And 
that it is fo, I mean now, by God’s 


_ help, to fhew you, by propofing fome 


Confiderations, whereby the hainous 
wickedneffe , together with the nion- 


firous folly, of fuch rafh and’ vain Swea- — 
| Hing will appear 5 the which being laid, 


to 


' 
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to heart: will; Ehope, iota dif- ) 


, fuade and deters from i it.. 


I. Let us - confider the nature of an 
Oath, and what we do when we ad- 
venture to {wear. 

Itis (as it is phrafed i in he Decalogue, 
and other-where in Holy Scripture) an 


affuming the Name of our God, and ap- Exod. 20, 70. 


plying it toour purpofe,to countenance Serene 


and confirm what we fay: | 

[tis an invocation of. God asa moft Gen. 31. 50. 
faithfall Witnefle, concerning the truth J Sina 
of our words, or the fincerity of our er. 42. 5. 

ob 16.1 9 

meanitig. is, ae 
1 Joh. 5. 
Pluvima firmantur renee eae immartlibes interpofitis an ) 
judicibas, tum teftibus. Cic. de Leg. 2. pi 326. ga | 


Tt is an appeal to God asa moft up- 
right Judge, whether we. do prevari- Gen. 3". $3. 
cate in aflerting what we donot believe Sia 
true, or in promifipg what we are not 
firmly refolved to perform. | 
It is a fornial engagement of God to _ a : 
be the Avenger of our prefpaling in Vis & 19.2. 
olation of truth or faith. /& 20, to. 
Nel. 5. 12, 
33. Ruths 
17. a Hing. 6: 31. 2 Sam; 3. $238. & 19.13. 1 Sam. 14: 44. & 30 
19. $F 20. 13. | 


Tt 


9 6 
Nuit. 30. 20 
Tlas apxQ- 
es naTUEGY 
mala? 
emoexias. 
Plut. in Ca- 
pit. Rom. 
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It isa binding our fouls with a moft 
{tri& and folemn obligation, to anfwer 
before God, and to undergoe the iffue 
of his judgment about what we affirm, 
or undertake. 

Such an Oath is reprefented to us in 
Holy Scripture. 

Whence we may colle@t, that Swea- 
ring ever doth require great modefty 
and compofednefle of {pirit, very fert- 
ous confideration and folicitous care, 


_ that we benotrudeand faucy with God, 


- Pfal. 99. 3. 
KLITT. 9 

& 148. 13. 
Deut, 28.58. 


in taking up his Name, and proftituting 
it to vile or mean ufes ; that we do not 
abufe or debafe his Authority, by ci- 
ting it to averr falfhoods, or imperti- 
nencies 5 that we do not flight. his ve- 
nerable Juftice, by rafhly provoking it 
againft us ; that we do not precipitant- 
ly throw our Souls into moft dange- 
rous {nares and intricacies. 

For, let us reflec and confider : 
What a prefumption is it, without due 
regard and reverence to lay holdon | 
God’s Name; with unhallowed breath _ 
tovent and toffe that great and glorious, 
that moft holy, that reverend, that fear- 
full and terrible Name of the Lord our 
God, the great Creatour, the mighty 
Sovereign, the dreadfull Judge of . 

| | the 
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the world; that Name which all Hea- 
ven with profoundeft -fubmiffion-doth 
_ adore, which the Angelical powers, 
the brighteft and pureft Seraphim, | 
without hiding their faces, and reve- i, 6 ». 
rential horrour, cannot utter or hear 5 Chryf’Av, 
_ the very thought whereof fhould ftrike ¢. 
awe through our hearts, the mention 
ea would make any fober - to 
tremble? Ties 9ap sx avon, For how cave ay. 
Cfaith S. Chryfoftome) is it not abfurd , de. e ae | 
that a fervant fhould not dare to call his 
Mafter by name, or bluntly and ordina- 
rily to mention him 3 yet that we flightly 
_ and contemptuoufly foould in our mouth 
toffe about the Lord of Angels ? | 

How is it not abfurd, if we have a gar- 14."AgspS’, 
ment better then the reft, that we forbear ?- 525 
to ufe it continually 5 but in the moft 
Slight and common way do wear the Name 
of God > | 

How grievous indecency is it, at e- 
very turn to fummon our Maker, and 
call down Almighty God from Heaven, 
to attend our pleafure, to vouch our 
idle prattle, to fecond our giddy paf_i- 
ons, to concern his Truth, his Ju- 
{tice , his Power in our trivial] af- 

fairs 2 | | | 


W hat 
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What a wildneffe is it, to dally with 
that Judgment upon which the eternal 
| doom of all creatures dependeth, at 
. Jobaé.ax. which the pillars of heaven are aftonifbed, 
_. Which hurled down legions of Angels 
from the top of Heaven and happi- 
nefs into the bottomlefS dungeon 5 the 
which, as grievous finners, of all things _ 
we have moft reafon to dread 3 and a- 
bout which no fober man can otherwifé 
ee think, then did that great King, the 
Pfal.1rg.120. Holy Pfalmift, who faid, My flefh treme 
| bleth for thee, and I am afraid of bhy 
judgments 2 : 3 
How prodigious a madnefle is it, 
without any conftraint or needfulcaufe | 
to incurr fo. horrible danger, to rufh 
- upona curfe; todefy that vengeance, — 
the Jeaft touch or breath whereof can — 
dafh us to nothing, or thraf us down 
into extreme and endlefie woe ? a 
Who can expreffe the wretchedniefle 
of that folly , which fo entangleth us 
with inextricable knots, and enchaineth 
our Souls fo rafhly with defpetate oble- 
gations ? sO? Bae es 
~ Wherefore he that would: but a hele 
mind. what he doeth when he dareth to, 
{wear, what it is to meddle with the 
adorable Name, the venerable Teftt- 
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i 
mony, the formidable Judgment, the 
terrible Vengeance of the Divine Ma- 
jefty, into what a cafe he putteth him- 
- felf, how extreme hazard he runneth 
thereby, would affuredly have little 
heart to fwear, without greateft rea- 
fon, and moft urgent need; hardly 
without trembling would he undertake 
the moft neceffary and folemn Oath 3 
muchcaufe would he fee oteSeas opnoy, 
to adore, to fear an Oath: which to 
doe the Divine Preacher maketh the | 
character of a Good man 5 As Cfaith he) Eccles 9. 2s 
3s the good, fo is the finner, and he that | 
frveareth, as he that feareth an oath. | 
In fine, even a Heathen Philofopher, 
confidering the nature of an Oath, 
did conclude the unlawfulnefle thereof | 
in fuch cafés. For, Seeiwg ( faith he) «0 422 8p v0« 
an Oath doth call God for Witneffe, and vienea ry 
propofeth hin for Ompire and Voucher of Satan 
the things it faith 5 therefore to induce aisby x iySue 
God fo upon occafton of humane affairsor, ne pan 
which is all one, upon fall and flight ac- aan ts 
counts doth imply contempt of him: where- on dvieani- 
fore we ought wholly to foun Swearingsex- jam Crude 
cept upore occafions of highest neceffety. Sk eimciy ym 
Abn) Tov Gedy meee, naragesynoW TIVE Bess aU TL Someta da 
aed DLGATARK Tey Gpeov, -Sc- Simpl. in Epid. cap. 44 | 
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pions thing 
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- commend our 
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II. We may confider, that Swearing 
(agreeably to its nature, of natural ap? 
titude and tendency) is reprefented in 
Holy Scripture as a {pecial part of reli- 
gious Worfhip , or Devotion toward 
God ; in the due performance whereof 
we do avow him for the true God, and 
Governour of the world 5 we pioufly 
do acknowledge his principal Attri- 
butes , and {pecial Prerogatives 5 (his 
Omniprefence and his Omnifcience, ex- 
tending it felf to our moft imward 
thoughts , our fecreteft purpofes , our 
clofeft retirements; his watchfull Pro- 
vidence over all our actions, affairs, 
and concerns ; his faithfull Goodnefle, 
in favouring truth, and protecting rights _ 
his exact Juftice, in patronizing fince- 
rity, and chaftizing perfidioufnefle 5 ) 
his being Supreme Lord over all per- 
fons,and Judge paramount in all caufes 5 
his readinefle in our need, upon our 
humble imploration and reference, to 
undertake the: arbitration of matters 
controverted, and the care of admini- 
{tring juftice, for the maintenance of 
truth and right, of loyalty and fidelity, 
of order and peace among men. Swea- 
ring doth alfo intimate a pious truft and 
confidence in God 5 as Ariftotle obfer- 
veth. : Such 
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Such things a ferious Oath doth im- 

- ply, to fuch purpofes Swearing natu- 
rally ferveth 3 and therefore to fignify 
or effectuate them, Divine inftitutien | 
_ hath devoted it. | | 
God in goodneffe to fuch ends hath | 
- ‘pleafed to lend us his great Name, al- 

lowing us to cite him for a Witnefle, to 
have recourfe to his Bar, to engage his 
Juftice and Power, when-ever the cafe 
‘deferveth and requireth it, or when we 
cannot by other means well affure the 
fincerity of our meaning, or fecure the 
conftancy of our refolutions. 

Yea in fuch exigencies he doth exa& 

this practice from us, as an inftance of 
our religious confidence in him, and as 
a fervice conducible to his glory : For 
it is a Precept in his Law, of moral na- | 
ture, and eternal obligation, Thox shalt Deut. 10.20. 
fear the Lord thy God 5 him fhalt thou 9% — 
ferve, and to him fhalt thou cleave, and 
fhalt fwear by bis Name. It is the cha- 

racter of a religious man, to {wear with . 

due reverence and upright con{Cience. 

For, The King ( faith the Pfalmift ) Pfal. 63. 11. 
Shall rejoycein God 5 every one that fivea- — 
 veth by him foall glory : but the mouth of 
them that fpeak lies fhall be flopped. tis 
adiftin&ive mark of God’s people, ac- 

_ 4 Cc ording 


Jer. 12-16. 


Tfa. 48.23 
Ifa. 65. I 6. 
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cording to that of the Prophet Jere- 
my, And it fhall come to paffe, if they 
will diligently learn the ways of my peo~ 
ple, to fwear by my Name — then fhal 
they be built in the midft of ny people. It 
is predicted concerning the Evangelical 
times, Unto me every knee foall bow, eve- 


vy tongue hall fwear : and, That he who 


bleffeth himfelf in the earth, fhall bleffe — 
hinefelf by > God of truth and he De 
fweareth in the earth, fall fwear by the 
God of truth. - | 
As thereforeall other a&ts of Devotti- 
on, wherein immediate application 1s 
made to the Divine Majefty, fhould 
never be performed without moft hear- 


_ty intention, moft ferious confideration, 
_ moft lowly reverence; foneither fhould 


this grand one, wherein God is fo near- — 
ly touched, and his chief Attributes fo 


much concerned: the which indeed 
- doth involve both Prayer and Praife , 


Marth. 15.8. 
. Ifa. 29» 13. 


» 


doth require the moft devotional acts of 
faith and Fear. _ = 

We therefore fhould fo perform it, 
as not toincurr that reproof; This peo- 
ple draweth nigh unto me with their 
mouth, and hononreth me with their lips, 


: 


but their heart is far from me. 


When 


- The Third Sermon. 97 


~ When we f€em moft formally to a« 
vow God, to.confefle his Omnifcience, 
to confide in his Juftice; we fhould not 
really difregard him, and. in.effect fig- 
nify, that we do not think he doth 
: — what we fay, or mind what we 
oe. oe ; 
If-we do prefume to offer this fervice, 
we fhould doe it in the manner appoin- 
ted by himfelf, according to the condi- 
tions prefcribed in the Prophet, Thou Jer. 4.2 
Shalt fwear, The Lord liveth , in truth, 
in judgment, and in righteoufneffe: in 
truth, taking heed, that our meaning be 
conformable to the fenfe of our words, 
and our words to the verity of things 
in judgment, having with carefull de- 
liberation examined.and weighed that 
which we aflert or promife 5 2% righte- 
oufneffe, being-fatishied in. confcience , 
that we do not therein infringe any 
rule of Piety toward God, of Equity 
_ toward men, of Sobriety and difcretion 
in regard to our felves. ae 
_ . The caufe of our Swearing muft be 
needfull, or very expedient 3 the deé- 
fign of it muft be honeft, and ufefull 
_ to confiderable purpofes 5 (tending to _ 
God's honour, our. Neighbour’s bene- 
fit, our.own welfare 3 ) the matter of 
“Ged | Hi oe 


SS talk 


a: 


Matth. 16, 
9, 8 


-_ 
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it fhould be not onely juft and lawfull, 
but worthy and weighty 5 the manner 
ought to be grave and folemn, our mind» 
being framed to earneft attention, and 
endued with pious affeGions futable to 
the occafion. | 
-Otherwife, if we do venture to {wear, 


without due advice and care, without 


nich refpect and awe, upon any flight 
or vain (not to fay, bad or unlawful) 
occafion ; we then defecrate Swearing, 
and are guilty of profaning a moft fa- 
cred Ordinance: the doing fo doth im- 
ply bafe hypocrifie, or leud mockery, 
or abominable wantonnefle and folly ; 
in boldly invading, and vainly trifling 


. with the moft auguft Duties of Religi- 


on. Such Swearing therefore is very 
difhonourable and injurious to God, 
very prejudicial ta Religion, very re- 
pugnant to Piety. 

IH. We may confider that the Swea- 
ring prohibited is very noxious to hu- 
mane Society. | 

The great prop of Society ( which 
upholdeth the fafety , peace and wel- 
fare thereof, in obférving laws, difpen- 
fing juftice, difcharging trufts, keeping 
contradts, and holding good correfpon- 
dence mutually ) is Conicience, or a 

| | fenfé 


-—" ee ee, oe 4 oS re 
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fenfe of Duty toward God, obliging 
to perform what is right and equal; 
quickned by hope of rewards, and fear 
of punifhments from him: fécluding 


which principle, no worldly confidera- 


tion is {trong enough to hold men faft ; 
or can farther difpofe many to doe right, 
or obferve faith, or hold peace, then 
appetite, or intereft, or humour (things 
very flippery and uncertain) do fway 
them. 

_ That men fhould live honeftly, qui- 
etly, and comfortably together, it is 


needfull that they fhould live under a. 


fenfe of God’s will, and in awe of the 
Divine power, hoping to pleafe God, 


and fearing to offend him, by their be- 


haviour refpedtively. 

That Juftice thould be adminiftred 
between men, it is neceffary that tefti- 
monies of fact be alledged 5 and that 
witnefles fhould apprehend themfelves 
greatly obliged to difcover the truth, 
according to their confcience, in dark 
and doubtfull cafés. 

That men fhould uprightly difchargé 
offices ferviceable to publick good, it 
doth behove that they be firmly enga- 
ged to perform the trufts repofed in 
them. — . | 

oO Ha That 
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That in affairs of very confiderable 


‘importance, men fhould deal with one — 


another with fatisfattion of mind, and 
mutual confidence, they muft receive 
competent aflurances concerning the’ 
integrity, fidelity, and conftancy each 
of other. | | | 

That the fafety of Governours may — 


_ be preferved, and the obedience due to 


them maintained fecure from attempts to 
which they are liable,(by the treachery, 
levity,perverfene(s, timoroufnefs,ambiti- 
on,all fuch luftsand ill humours of men,) | 
it 1s expedient that men fhould be tied 
with the ftridteft bands of allegeance. 
That controverfies emergent about . 
the interefts of men fhould be determi- 
ned, and an end put to ftrife by pe- 
remptory and fatisfactory meanis, 1s plain- 
ly neceflary forcommon quiet. = 
Wherefore for’ the publick intereft, 
and benefit of humane Society , it is. 
requifite , that the higheft obligations 
poffible fhould be laid upon the Confci- 
ences of men. | | | 
And fuch are thofe of Oaths, enga- 


ging them to fidelity and conftancy. in 
all fuch cafes, out of regard to Al- 
mighty God , asthe infallible Patron 
of truth and right , the unavoidable 


Cha- 
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a of perfidioufneffe and impro- 
ity. | | | 
To fuch purpofes therefore Oaths 
shave ever been applied, as the moft ef- — 
fetual inftruments of working them 5 
not onely among the followers of true 
and perfect Religion, but even among 
all thofe who had any glimmering no- 
tions concerning a Divine Power and 
Providence 3. who have deemed an 
Oath the fafteft tie of Confcience, and 
held the violation of it for the moft de- 
teltable impiety and iniquity... So that 
what Cicero faith of the Romans, that 
their Anceftours had no band to conftraiz Nuttum enim 
faith more ftreight then an Oath, is true vinculum fs 
of all other Nations ; common Reafon ry hea 
not being able to devife any engage- rando majo- 
ment more obliging then it; it being “ie voliee 
in the nature of things zeAcua/z misc, rant. Cic, de 
and éyuperamey &AnSeias extyupo, the Pe 
utmoft affurance, the laft refort of hu- procop. di- 
mane faith, the fureft pledge that any ©4. Sic. 
man can yield of his truftineffe. Hence 
ever in tranfactions of higheft moment — | 
this hath been ufed to bind the faith o 
men. | | 
_ Hereby Nations have been wont myx gs gay 
to ratifie Leagues of peace and ami- tivity épxor,¥ 
ty between each other : ( which #!#Polyb. - 
H3 | there- 
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Whe Yhird Sermon. 

therefOre the Greeks called dpue. ) _ 

Hereby Princes have obliged their 
Subjetts to’ loyalty: and it hath ever 
been thé ftrongeft argument to preffe 
that duty, whitch the Preacher ufeth ; 
I counfel thee to keep the King’s com- 
mandment, and that in regard of the 


Oath of God, 


Veget. 2. 


Hereby Generals have engaged their 
Souldiers to ftick clofe to them, in bea- 
ring hardfhips, and encountring dan- 

ers, 7 


_ gers | 
Hereby the Nuptial league hath been 


Heb. 6.16. 


confirmed; the folemnization whereof | 
in temples before God is in effect a moft 
facred Oath. | 

Hereon the decifion of the greateft 
caufes concerning the lives, eftates and 
reputations of men have depended; fo, 
that (as the Apoftle faith) az Oath for 
confirmation is to them an end of all ftrife. 
_ Indeed fuch hath the need hereof 
been ever apprehended, that we may 
obferve, in cafes of great importance, 
no other obligation hath been adiit- 
ted for fufficient to bind the fidelity and 
con{tancy of the moftcredible perfons 5 
fo that eyen the beft men hardly could 
truft the beft men without it. For in- — 


When 


{tance, 
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When Abimelech would affure to 
himfelf the friendthip of Abraham, al- _— 
though he knew him to be a very pi- 
ous and righteous perfon, whofe word 
might be as well taken as any man’s, 
yet, for entire fatisfation, he thus 
fpake to him 5 God is with thee ix all Gea. 21727) 
that thou doeft: Now therefore fear un- 23 _ : 
to me here by God, that thou wilt not — 
del falfely with me. | 
_ Abraham, though he did much con- 
_ fide in the honefty of his fervant E/e- Gen. 15. 33 
zer, having entrufted him with all his 242 
e{tate, yet in the affair concerning the 
tharriage of his fon, he could not bat 
thus oblige him: Put, (faidhe) I pray 6¢0.24.2,3; 
thee , thy hand under my thigh, and I~ fe 
‘will make thee fivear by the Lord, the God 
of heaven and the God of earth, that thou 
wilt not take a wife unto my fox of the 
denghters of the Canaanites, — | 
Laban had good experience of Fa- 
cob’s fidelity 5 yet that would not fa- | 
tisie, but , The Lord (faid he) match Gen. 31.49, 
between me and thee, when we are abfent 53 
one from another. Ifthou fhalt afflict my 
denghters, or if thou fhalt take other wives 
befide my daughters 3 no man is with ws 5 
fee, God is witneffe between thee and me. 
The God of Abraham, and the God of 
2 - H4 |. Nabor, 


10g 


Gen. §0. ¢. 
Gen, 50.25. 


1 Sam. 20. 
44, 35,276 
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Nahor, the God of their father judge bes 
bwixt ws. eee 

— Sodid Facob make Jofeph fwear, that 
he would bury hive in Canaan + and ‘Fo- 


Jeph caufed the children of Ifraelto fwvear, 


that they would trax flate his bones. So 


did Jonathan caufe his beloved friend - 


David to fwear, that he would foew 


kindueffe to him, and to his houfe for e- 
ver. The prudence of which courfe 


_ the event fheweth, the total excifion | 


2 Sam.21.7. 


(1 King.r.g51. 
Ezr. 10.’ §. 
Neh, 5, 1-2, 
% 13.25.) 


of Forxathan’s family being thereby pre= 
vented; for, The King. (‘tis faid) fpa- 
red Mephibofheth the fon of fonathan, be~ 
oe of the Lord's Oath that was between 
then, “ant es 2 
 Thefe inftances declare, that there is 
no fécurity which men can yield com- 
parable ‘to that of an Oath; the obli- 
gation whereof no man wilfully can in- 
fringe , without renouncing the fear 
of God, and any pretence to his fa- 
vour, oo ° e Se -8. g OS go 
_ Wherefore humarte Society will be 


_ extremely wronged . and: damnified by 


the diflolving or flackning thefe molt 
facred bands of Confcience; and confe= 
quently by their common and carelefle 
ufe, which fogn will breed a contempt. 
ofthem, and render them infignificant, — 

either 
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either to bindthe Swearers,or to ground 
a truft on their Oaths. | : 

As by the rare and reverent ufe of 
Oaths their dignity isupheld, andtheir 
obligation kept faft: fo by the frequent 
and negligent application of them, by 
the proftituting them to every mean 
and toyifh purpofe, their refpect will 
be quite loft, their ftrength will be 
— Ipofed, they will prove unferviceable 
_ to publick ufe. | 


If Oaths generally become cheap and | 


vile, what will that of Allegeance fig- 


nify > If men are wont ta play with | 


Swearing any-where, can we expec 
they fhould be ferious and ftrict therein 
at the Bar, or in the Church? Will 
they regard God’s te{timony, or dread 
_ his jadgment, in one place, or at one 


time, when every-where upon any, . 


upon no occafion they dare to confront 
and contemn them? Who then will 


bethe more trufted for Swearing ? what. - 


fatisfattion will any man have from it? 


_ The rifeneffe of this practice, asitisthe 


- fign, fo it will be the caufe of a gene- 
ral diffidence among men. | 


105 


Incredible therefore is the mifchief me 


which this vain practice will bring in 


to the publick; depriving Princes of 
_ | ther 


gui 


108 .., The Tbird Sermon. 


their beft fecurity , expofing the eftates 
of private men to uncertainty, fhaking 
all the confidence men can have in the 
faith of one another. oe 
For which detriments accruing from 
this abufe to the publick every vain 
Swearer is refponfible; and he would 
doe well to confider, that he will ne- 
ver be able to make reparation for 
them. And the publick is much con- 
cerned that this enormity be retren- 
ched. : | 
a IV. Let us confider, that 
aLeuRexia. Philo. in Decal. rafh and vain Swearing IS 
NO quifquam facili jnvatio- very apt often to bring the 
vidifer, ps P eeclofi 3 practifer of it into that moft 
pulo predicabat,. dy fuosin- horrible fin of Perjury. For 
Ses ne quis juvaret fulfe fwe aring (as the Fle- 
mec ad modicum quidem. , ; . , 
~Pofid. inVit. S. Aug. ¢.25. brew Wife-man faith) zatz- 
. _ = rally fpringeth ont of much 
.O Sunvenes fwearing: and, Fle C faith Saint Chry- 
core: SCs foftome) that fweareth continnally, both 
yle Art, Ys -y): | ; 
ad".p 353. willingly and unwillingly , both igno- 
Mi cs <ai- pantly and knowingly, both in earneft 


’ 


wi dam ie 4nd in fport, being often tranfported by 
— gunt, jac. 5. anger and many other things , will fre- 
S hares ae quently forfmear. It is confeffed and ma= 
gderovin? fpeareth much,to.be perjurions.” A unryaves 
groAvoptoy = ~ y 5 2. F (faith he - ie 
way END Erie PP, LN LV, or « aith Ne again, ) 


opxor #2). Ib, ak 


t 
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3 th inepolfible, it is inepoffible for a month’ Auinavor ' 
addited to fwearin . be freqnertly to cae 
forfvear. He that fweareth at random, andi: duri- 
as blind paffion moveth, or wanton 2%; tim 
fancy prompteth, or the Tempter fug- 2), chryt 
_ gefteth, often will hit upon afferting ‘Avse. 
that which is falfé, or promifing that * 5°” 
_ which is impoffible: that want of Con- 
{cience and of confideration which do 
fuffer him to violate God’s Lawin Swea-_. 
Ting, will betray him to the venting of 
Lies, which backed with Oaths become 
 Perjuttes. If fometime what he fwea- 
_teth doth happen to be true and per- 
- formable, it doth not free him of guilt; 
it being his fortune, rather then his care 
or confclence, which keepeth him from 
Perjury. — ; | 
V. Such Swearing commonly will 
inducé 4 man to bind himfelf by Oath 
to unlawfull practices; and confequent- 
Jy will intangle him in a wofull necef-_ 
fity, either of breaking his Oath, or of 
doing worfe, and committing wicked- 
ne&: (6 that Swearing ( a8 S. Chiyfo- Ten 7 fee 
flome faith) hath this mifery attending it, 1O."tn 
that both tranfereffed and obferved it Spglav'- 


lagueth thofe who are vuilty of 3 Ab yos OUR 
p iguetls thofé who are guilty of it. = peck 
Be ays Koad les BOS artexoudves. Chryl. ibid, p. $$3- 


Of 
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_ . Of this perplexity the Holy Scripture _ 


--affordeth two notable inftances : the 


(1 Sam. 2§. 
22. David.) 
dia ws op- 


RbSo Ma Ct.I 4 


9 


Vid, Chryf. 
sd”. Ayd'ge 


1Sam.14.45- 


one of Saul, forced to break his rath 
Oaths 5 the other of Herod, being en- 
gaged thereby to commit a moft horrid 
murther. _ _ | 

Had Saul obferved his Oaths, what — 
injury had he done, what mifchief had. 
he produced, in flaughtering his moft 
worthy and moft innocent Son, the © 
prop and glory of his family, the bul- 
wark of his country, and the grand in- 
{trument of falvation to it; in forcing 
the people to violate their crofie Oath, 
and for prevention of one, caufing ma- 


_ ny Perjuries > He was therefore fain 


Vlaegngac 
vuds TLD x 
gzalw “Ie. 
etvrs AaCoy- 


Tas-= Ave. 


ads Po $52. 


» of keeping an Oath did effedé. For 


to defilt, and lie under the guilt of 
breaking his Oaths. a 7 

And for Herod, the excellent Father 
thus preffeth the confideration of his 


cafe: Take, (faith he) Ibefeech you, the 


 chopp’d-off head of S. John, and his warm | 


bloud yet trickling down each of you 
bear it home with you, and conceive that 
before your eyes you hear it uttering {peech, — 


and faying, Exsbrace the murtherer of me, 


an Oath. That which reproof did nat, 


this an Oath did doe ; that which the Ty- 


rant's wrath could not, this the neceffity 
when 
the 
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_ the Tyrant was reprehended publickly in 
the audience of all men, he bravely did 
bear the rebuke’, but when he had caft 
himfelf into the neceffity of Oaths, then 
did he cut off that bleffed head. 

VI. Likewife the ufe of rafh Swea- 
ring will often ingage a man in under- 
takings very inconvenient and detri- 
_ mental to himfelf A man is bound to 
perform bis vows to the Lord, what-ever Deut. 23.21. 
they be, what-ever dammage or trouble fares. 2, 
thence may accrue to him, if they be 14. 
not unlawfull. It is the Law, That Deut. 23.23 
which is gone out of thy lips, thou fhalt 
keep and perform. It is the property of 
a Good man, that he fweareth to his own Pia. 15.4. 
hurt, and changeth not. Wherefore ‘tis 
the part of a fober man, to be well ad- 
vifed what he doth {wear or vow reli- 
gioufly ; that he do not put himéfelf in- 
_ to the inextricable ftreight of commit- 
ting great fin, or undergoing great in- 
convenience ; that he do not rufh into 
that {nare.of which the Wife-man {pea- ,, 
_ keth, It a fuare to a man to devour “oa ai 
that which is holy, Cor, to {wallow a zc) wh- 
facred obligation, ) and after vows to Nog Hye. 
make inquiry, {ecking how he may dif- ms cw- 
engage himfelf : the doing which is a 24s 
folly offenfive to God, as the pee “Arte é. 

teliet 


Prov. 20.2g. - 
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Eccles 5. 4. telleth uss Wheae (faith he) thon woweft 
— avomunto God, defer not to pay it 5 for 

he hath no pleafure ix fools: pay that 
which thou haft vomed. God will not 
admit our folly in vowing, as a plea or 
an excufe for non-performance ; he 
will exact it from us both as a due debt, _ 
and as a proper punifhment of our im- 
Pious folly. — | ey 
For inftance, into what loffe and 
-mifchief, what forrow, what regret arid — 
repentance, did the unadvifed vow of 
_ -Fephtha throw him? the performance 
Chryf."Aydy. Whereof’ (as S. Chryfoftome remarketh ) 
ad". God did permit, and order to be com- 
memorated with folemn lamentation, 
that all pofterity might be admonifhed 
thereby, and deterred from fuch pre- 
cipitant Swearing. | 
_ WIE. Let us confider, that Swearing 
is a fin of all others peculiarly clamo- 
rous, and provocative of Divine judg- 
ment. God is hardly fo much concer-_ 
ned, Or in a manner conftrained, to 
punifh any other fin as this. He is 
bound in honour and intereft to vindi- 
cate his Name from the abufe, his Au- 
thority from the contempt, his holy 
Ordinance ftom the profanation, which _ 
it doth infer. _ He is concerned to take 
care 
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care that his providence be not queftio- © 
ned, that the dread of his Majefty be 
not voided, that all Religion be not 
overthrown by the outrageous com- 
miffion thereof with impunity. 

It immediately toucheth his Name, 
it exprefly calleth upon him to mind 
it, to judge it, to fhew himfelf in aven- 
ging it. Ele may feem deaf, or uncon- 
cerned, if, being fo called and provo- 
ked, he doth not declare himfelf. 

There is underftood to be a kind of 
formall compaét between him and man- | 
kind, obliging him to interpofe, to take 
the matter into his cognizance, being 
fpecially addreffed to him. | 

The bold Swearer doth importune 
him to hear, doth rouze him to mark, 
doth brave him to judge and punifh 
his wickedneffe. | 

Hence no wonder that the flying rol/, Zech. §.25 
a quick and inevitable cxrfé, doth fur- fa eae 
prize the Swearer, and ext hin off, as it , . eat 

is in the Prophet. No wonder that fo 1.7.65. 
many remarkable inftances do occurr in 19 ?+59® 
hiftory, of fignal vengeance inflicted 
on perfons notably guilty of this crime. 

No wonder that 2 common practice 

thereof doth fetch dow# publick judg- 

ments 5.and that, as the Prophets e 
Oo 


Hof 4.3. 


Im9 


Jer. 23. 106 
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old did procldim, Jecaufé of Swearing 


the land mourneth. 


VIII. Farther, (pafling over the fpe- 
cial laws againft it, the mifchievous 


—confequences of it, the fore punith- 


ments appointed to 1t,) we may con- 
fider, that to common fenfe vain Swea- 
ring is a very unreafonable and ill-fa- 
voured practice, greatly mifbecoming 
any fober, worthy, or honeft perfon y 
but efpecially mioft abfard and incon- 
gruous to a Chriftian. 

For in ordinary converfation what 
needfull or reafonable occafion can in- 
tervene of violating this command ? 


Tf there come under difcourfe a matter 


of reafon, which is evidently true and 
certain, then what need can there be of 
an Oath to affirm it, it fufficing to ex- 
pofe it to light, or to propofe the evi- 
dences for it > If an obfcure or doubt- 
full point come to be debated, it will 


- not bear an Oath ; it will bea ftrange 


madnefle to dare, a great folly to hope 
the perfuading it thereby. What were 
more ridiculous , then to {wear the 
truth of a demonftrable Theorem ? 
what more vain, then fo to aflert a dif 
putable Probleme? Oaths (like wa¢ 
gers ) are in fuch cafes no arguments, 
except 
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‘except Of fillinef§ in the ufers of them. 
. Ifa rhatter of hiftory be ftarted, then 
if aman be taken for honeft, his word 
will pafS for atteftation, without far- 


oor a eee gt ta gh  ie  P nee pe ae eS a 


ir3 


ther affurancée : but if his. veractty of - 


probity be doubted, his Oath will not 


be telied on, efpecially when he doth 


Obtride it: For it was no lefs truly 


, 


then acutély faid by. the old Poet, Ov & 


advdegs Senos mists, an’ cenav ame, Lhe 


man doth not get credzt from an Oath, 
but an Oath from the man: and a gréa- 


ter Authour, Az O2th {faith 


(chy; | 


S. Chryfo ome:) doth vot make 08% | Spxoe ab omrsop 
awian credible 5 but the tefbis ov» ane ble uapreie, 
gies a3 iat . Pre d the are x; _worlleiag axpiCeaa, x 
isiny of his life, anc the ex=  sntamlit dyadne. mon\ol 
adneffe of his converfation, ars oo fa asd bus 
re ean stp | (MONIES, y Bova EME © 
and a gdod repute. Many of- Dia hl 
and perfuaded. N20 Haan : oe TFOTUUTA CLA MOKOTOY Ce a 


nicer Chiryl. ’A 


thers onely nodding have de- », 514. 
Served more belief, then thofe 
whe have fwore fo mightily. 


Wherefore Oaths; as they are frivolous 


coniihg from a perfon of little worth * 


or confcience, fo they are fuperfluous 
in the mouth of an honé{t and worthy 
peifon 3 yea, as they do not encreafe 
the credit of the former, fo they may 


impair that of the latter. | 


A good 


Spi 8 


med 
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- A good man (as Socrates | 
AG m3 dyadts dvdpas did fay) should apparently fo 
Tem cgns mores Ot — demeare binefelf, that his word 
vent, macenouuse SOCK. a~ | ae 
pud Max. Serm. 85. may be deemed more credible | 
-O ge amududs nbyos Genes §=— then an Ouths the conftant 
¥sw CelCaues, AKIN a f hi Ci 
wleudicames. Philo. tenour of his practice vou- 
i ideas ae ching for it, and giving it 
C a 65 ae T fach weight, that no affeve- 
-_-yation cam farther corrobo- 
a - __ Yate It. . | —_ es - 
Clem. Alex? He fhould zig epyois edopxciv, firear by 
SH. 712524 bis good deeds, and exhibit Gly asm 
gov, @ life deferving belief, (as Clemens 
*Hy 34 4 Alex. faith: ) fo that no man fhould 
| Erbseiss an defire more from him then his bare af 
5S) drves. fertions but willingly fhould yield him 
aus wepr- the privilege which the Athenzans gran- 
Mey aoe ted to Xenocrates, that he fhould, tefti- 
nap AS fie without Swearing. 
yaiole Diog. br 2 i ee , 
— Laert. in Xenocr. | | 


Nay 7 jnsty ~=He fhould 7 a5 the Ejfenes, of 
va mY whom Fofephus faith, that every thing 
oe a 3 , fpoken'teg them was more valid then 
épview atreisan Oath ; whence they declined Swea- 
piicuTee 
Jofeph. ring. a eee, oc 
| He fhould fo much confide in bis 
own veracity and fidelity, and fo much 
ftand upon them, that he fhould not 
deign to offer any pledge for. them, 
1 ee é imply- 


Pee ne ee ee gee 
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implying them to want confirmation. - 
He fhould (as S. Hierome faith) fo Tantus inte 
love truth, that he foould fuppofe bimafelf ht mri ame 
to have fworn whatfoever he hath faid 5 dixeris,jure- 
and therefore fhould not be apt to Mmpimes. 
heap another Oath on his words. a as 
_ Upon fuch accounts common reafon, 
directed even Pagan wife-men wholly 
to. interdi@ Swearing in ordinary con- 
~ verfation, or about petty matters, as an 
irrational and immoral practice, un- 
worthy of fober and difcreet perfons. | - 
Forbear Swearing about any matter , Ores 7% 


Se ae ee ke ae 


2 ‘i ia mUnTes hw ae 
(faid Plato, cited by Clem. Alex.) A- a. Fino « 


void Swearing, if you can, wholly, Cfaid ae oon - 
Epittetus.) For mony fear by no God, er 
though. you fear truly, faid Lfocrates, "Ovi. aap- 
‘And. divers the like precepts occur in 4"? “ 
other Heathens 5 the mention whereof i; Zw. i- 
thay well ferve to ftrike fhame into ne Enchs 
many logf and vain people, bearing ‘Eye. se1- 
the nasie of Chriftians. | sirey pnd’ 
ee rrr: _ | ye, Sedv ou0- 
CMs pnd” ev Cuoputy utaanss Wocr. ad Demotis 


- \. Indeed, for a true arid real Chriftian, 
this practice doth efpecially in a far 
higher degree misbecome him, upon 
confiderations peculiar. to his high cal- . 
ling and holy profeffion.. - , 


T2) Phas. 
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Awindie Plutarch telleth us, that among the 
pi si Os Romans the Flamen of Jupiter was not — 
an oe < permitted to fwear: of which Law 
fe yanedy among other reafons he affigneth this 5 
eee Becanfe it is not handfome, that he to. 
vn ene Whom divine aud greateft things are in- 
pince mem WHOM At & Ss ay 
 seuuitoy & trufted, fhould be diftrufted about mall 

Phat. ia Qu. matters. The which reafon may well 
Rom.p. 4gt- be applied to excufe every Chriftian 
from it, who is a Prieft to the moft 

High God, and hath the moft celeftial 

and important matters concredited to 

him; in comparifon to which all other 

_ matters are very mean and inconfide- 

rable. The dignity of his rank fhould 

render his word verbum honoris, pal- 

fable without any farther engagement. 

He hath opinions of things, he hath 
undertaken practices inconfiftent with 
Swearing. For he that firmly doth be- 

lieve that God is ever prefent with him, 

an auditour and witnefs of all his dif- 

courfe; he that is perftaded that a 

fevere judgement fhall pafs.on him, 

Matt. 12.36 Wherein he mult give an account for e~ 
:  wery idle word which flippeth from him, 
and wherein, among other offenders, — 

ria ats 8. affuredly Liars will be condemned to 

‘* the burning lake 3 he that in a great 

Sacrament Conce moft folemnly taken, 
: :. and 


- The Third Sermon, ay 


and frequently renewed ) hath engaged 

and {worn, together with all other Di- 

vine Commandments, to obferve thofe 

which moft exprefly do charge himto 

be exactly juft, faithfull, and veracious Col. 3. 9. 
in all his words and deeds; who there- ee Aes 
fore fhould be ready to fay with Da- 7 
Vid, I have fworn, and am ftedfaftly pur- Plal.rg, 106: 
pofed to keep thy righteous judgements 3 | 
to him * every word hath the force of * Omnis fer- 
an Oath 5 every Lie, every breach of pal ae 
promife, every violation of faith doth ¢. Hier. 
involve Perjury : for him to fwear, is ™ “t.s- 
falfé heraldry, an impertinent accumu- 

Jation of one Oath upon another: he of 

all men fhould difdain to allow that his 
_ words are not perfectly credible, that — 

his promife is not fecure, without being 
affured by an Oath. 
IX. Indeed the pra@ice of Swearing 

greatly difparageth him that ufeth it, 

and derogateth from his credit upon 

divers accounts. . 

_ Ie fignifieth,(if it fignifieth any thing, ) 

that he doth not confide in his own re- 
putation, and judgeth his own bare 

word not to deférve credit: for why, 

if he taketh his word to be good, doth 

he back it with affeverations ? why, if 

he deemgth his own honefty to bear — 
_ {3 proof, 
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proof, doth he cite Heaven to warrant 
it > | 


ayacis & 
a ® 
QOH 


Ogncy ATadreiay EmpeeeR. Baf. in Pf. 14. 

By fo doing a man doth authorize 
others to diftruft him: for it can be no 
wrong to diftruft him, who doth not 
pretend ta be a credible perfon, or that 
his faying alone may fafely be taken 5 
who, by fuflpecting that others are not © 
fatisfied with his fimple affertion, im- 

‘plieth a reafon known to himfelf for 

I. . 7 | 
4udy 9889 It rendreth whatever he faith to be 
suis ¢ 4 in reafon fufpiciaus, as difcovering him 
Foor, Phi. Vaid of confcience and difcrétion : for 
lo. he that flatly againft the rules of duty 
and reafon will {wear vainly, what can 
engage him to fpeak truly ? he that is 
fo loofe in fo clear and fa confiderable 
a point of obedience to God, how can 
he he fuppofed {taunch in regard to any 
spay abatly Shy dpsed Other? It being (as Ariftatle 
awy ri monet esse, hath it) the part. af the fare 
% Mi cepvTiKew Emi0cKey — wzegy to doe ill things, and nut 


° A ft, R fe a ® : : ° 
jes. 018. ew regard forfmearing. It will 
a 3 at 
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at leaft conftrain any man to fufped all 
his difcourfe of vanity and unadvifed- 
nefs, feeing he plainly hath no care to 


bridle his tongue from fo groffe an of-, 


fence. — 7 


It is ftrange therefore, that any man | 
of honour or honefty fhould not {corn, | 


by fuch a prattice, to fhake his own 
credit, or to detract from the validity 
_ of his word ; which fhould ftand firm 
on it felf; and not want any atteftation 


to fupport it. It is a privilege of ho- 


nourable perfons, that they are excu- 
fed from Swearing, and that their ver- 
bum honoris paffeth in lieu of an Oath : 
-isit not then ftrange, that when others 
difpenfe with them, they fhould not 
difpenfé with themfelves; but volun- 
tarily degrade themfelves, and with fin 
forfeit fo noble a privilege ? 

X. To excufe thefe faults, the Swea- 
rer will be forced to confefle, that his 


Oaths are no more then waft and In-— 


fignificant. words 5 deprecating being 
taken for ferious, or to be underftood 
that he meaneth any thing by them; 


but onely that he ufeth them as exple-. 


rg 


tive phrafes, Tees dvanrhewny Abyss to Hieroct, 


- plump his fpeech, and fill up fentences. 
But fuch pleas do no more then fug- 
oe & 14 geft 


Philo. 
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-geft other faults of Swearing, and good 


arguments againft it 5 its impertinence, 
its abufe of fpeech, ‘its difpracing the 
pracdifer of it in point of judgement 
and capacity. For fo itis, Oaths as. 
they’ commonly pafs'are meer excre- 
{tencies of Speech, which do nothing 
but encumber and deform it; they fo 
embellifh difcourfe, as a Wen or a Scab 
do beautifie a face,'as a Patch or a Spot 
do adorn'a garment. oe 
“To what ’ purpofe, I pray, is God’s 
Nate hooked and _ haled into our idle 
talk? why fhould we fo often mention 
him, when we do not mean any thing 
about him ? would it not, into every 
fentence to foift a dog or a horfe, (to 
intrude Turki/h,or any barbarous gtbbe- 
rifh,) be altogether as proper and ‘per- 
tinent ? ee ~~ 
‘: What do thefe fuperfluities {ignifie, 
but that the venter of them doth little 
skill the ufé of f{peech, or the rule of 
converfation, but meaneth to {putter 
atid prate any thing without judgement 


or wit ; that his invention is very bar- 


ren, his faney beggarly, craving the aid 
of any ftuff to relieve it? One would 


_ think a man of fenfe. fhould-grutch to 


Jend his ear, or incline his attention to 


- fuch 


Tbe Third Sermon. 


- fach motley ragged diftourfes that with-. 


out naiufeating he fcarce fhould endure 
‘to obferve men lavifhing time, and 

fquandring their breath fo frivoloufly. 

‘Tis an affront to good company, to 
' pefter it with fuch talk. _ 


- “XI. But farther, upon higher accounts | 


this is a very uncivil and unmannerly 
pradicen = 

- Some vain perfons take it for a gen- 
— tileand graceful] thing, a fpecial ac- 
complifhment, a mark of fine breeding, 


I2r 


a point of high gallantry; for who, 


_forfooth, is the brave Spark, the com- 
pleat Gentleman, the man of converfa- 
tion and addrefs, but he that hath the 
skill and confidence (O heayens! how 
mean a skill! how mad a confidence ! ) 
to lard every fentence with an Oath or 
a Curfé 5; making bold at every turn to 
falute his Maker, or to fummon him in 
atteftation of his tattle; not to fay, 


calling and challenging the Almighty . 


to damn and deftroy him >? Such a con- 


cote 


But 


422 


The Third Sermon. 

- But intruth there is no practicemore — 
crofling the genuine nature of Gentile- 
nefle, or mifbecoming perfons well 
born and well bred ; who fhould ex- 
cell the rude vulgar in goodneffe, in 
courtefie, in nobleneffe of heart, 1n un- 
willingnefle to offend, and readinefle 


to oblige thofe with whom they con- 


verte, in {teddy compofedneffe of mind 
and manners, jn difdaining to fay or 
doe any unworthy, any unhandfome 
things. | 7 
For this practice is not onely a grofle 
rudenefle toward the main body of men, 
who juftly reverence the Name of God, 
and deteft fuch an abufe thereof; not 
onely (farther) an infolent defiance of 
the common Profeffion, the Religion, 
the Law ofour Country, which difal- 
loweth and condemneth it 5 but it is ve- 
ry odious and offenfive to any particu- — 
lar Society or company, at leaft wherein 
there 1s any fober perfon, any who re- 
taincth a fenfe of goodneffe, or is any- 
wife concerned for God’s honour: for 
to any fach perfon no language can. be 
moredifguftfull ; nothing can moregrate 


_ hisears, or fret his heart, then to heat.’ 


the fovereign object of his love and e- 
fteem fo mocked and flighted 5 to te 
a ERE 


~ 


The Third Sermon. 


the Law of his Prince fo difloyally in- 
fringed, {0 contemptuoufly trampled 
on; to find his beft Friend and Bene- 
fa&our fo outrageoufly abufed. To 


sive him the lie were a complement, to — 


{pit in his face were an obligation, in 
comparifon to this ufage. 

Wherefore ‘tis a wonder, that any 
perfon of rank, any that hath in him a 
{park of ingenuity,or doth at all pretend 
to good manners, fhould find jn his 
heart or deign to comply with fo feurvy 
‘a fafhion; a fafhion much more befit- 
ting the fcumme of the people, then 
the flower of the Gentry ; yea rather 
much below any man endued with a 
ferap of reafon, or a grain of goodneffe. 
Would we bethink our felves, modeft, 
fober and pertinent difcourfe would ap- 
pear far more generous and mafculine, 
then fuch mad Hectoring the Almighty, 


fuch boifterous infulting over the recei- — 


ved Laws and general notions of man- 
kind, fuch rufhanly {waggering againft 
‘fobriety and goodneffe. If Gentlemen 
would regard the Vertues of their An- 
ceftours, the founders of their quality ; 
that gallant courage, that folid wifedom, 
that noble courtefy , which advanced 
their families, and fevered them ftorn 
= the 


= 
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the vulgar; this degenerate wanton- 
neffe and fordidnefle of language would 
return to the dunghill, or rather Cwhich 
God grant) be quite banifhed from the 
world ; the vulgar following their ex- 
ample. | 

XII. Farther, the words of our Lord, 
when he forbad this practice, do fug- 
geft another confideration againtft it, 


deducible fromthe caufes and fources of 


its from whence it cometh, that men 
are fo inclined or addicted thereto: 
Let Cfaith he) your communication be 
Tea, yea, Nay, nay 3 for whatfoever is 
more then thefe cometh of evil, The roots 
of it he affureth us are evil, and there- 
fore the fruit cannot be good : it isno 
grape which groweth from thorns, or 
fig from thiftles. Confult experience, — 
and obferve whence it doth proceed. 

- Sometimes it arifeth from exorbitant 
heats of {pirit, or tranfports of unbri- 
died paffion. When a man is keenly 
peevifh, or fiercely angry, or eagerly 
contentious, then he bluftereth , and 
difchargeth: his choler in moft tragical 
{trains 3 then he would fright the ob- 
jets of his difpleafure by the moft vio- 
lent expreffions thereof. This is fome- 
time alleged in excufeof rath Swearing; 
as ae ee ars (Iwas 
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(I was provoked, the Swearer will fay, 
I was in palfion: ) but it ts ftrange, 
_ that a bad caufe fhould juftify a bad ef- 
fect ; that one crime fhould warrant 
another ; that what would fpoil a good 
action, fhouldexcufeabadone. = 

Sometimes it proceedeth from arro- 
gant conceit, and a tyrannical humour 5 
when.a man fondly admireth his own 


opinion, and affecting to impofe it on 


others, is thence moved to thwack it 
on with lufty Affeverations. 
Sometimes it iffueth from wanton- 


125, 


nefle and levity of mind, difpofing a-iaasela 


man tofport with any thing, how feri- 
ous, how grave, how facred and vene- 
rable foever, = | 


3 Cor, 161 F- 


Sometimes its rife is from {tupid inad- _ 


vertency, or heady precipitancy ; when 
the man doth not heed what he faith, 
or confider the nature and confequence 
of his words, but fnatcheth any expref- 


fion which cometh next, or which his _ 


roving fancy doth offer; for want. of | 


that caution of the Pfalmift, Lfaid, I 
will take heed to my ways, that I fin 
not with my tongue: [will keep my mouth 


Pfal. 39. ¥e 
& 341. 3 


with a bridle, while the wicked is be- — 


foreme 


Some- 


ee ee 
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Sometimes (alas ! how often in this 
miferable Age ?) it doth {pring from pro- 
fane boldneffe; when men defign to 
put affronts on Religion, and todifplay 
their fcorn and fpight againft Confci- 
‘ence 3 affecting the reputation of {tout 
Blades, of gallant Hectors, of refolate 
Giants, who dare doe any thing, who 
are not afraid to defy Heaven, and 
brave God Almighty himfelf. 

(Plal: 26.4.) | Sometimes it ts derived from apifh 
imitation, ora humour to comply with 
a fafhion current among vain and diffo- 

— Jute perfons. , 
It always doth come from a great de- 
fect of Confcience, of reverence to God, 
of love to goodnefle, of difcretion and 
te] regard to the welfare of a man’s © 

soul. a a 
From fuch evidently-vicious and uns 
worthy fources it proceedeth, and there- 
fore muft needs be very culpable. No 
ood, no wife man can like ations 

Matth. 7.16. - ed from {uch principles. Farther, 

, _ XII. This offence may be particus 
larly aggravated by confidering, that it 

hath no {trong temptation alluring to it 5 

that it yieldeth no fenfible advantage ; 

that it moft eafily may be avoided or 
corrected. | 

| Every 
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> Buery fix (faith 8. Cryfoftome) hath 0358 a xa 
not the fame punifhment 5 batthofe things ¢udpmuc 
which may eafily be reformed. do bring on tae 
ws greater punifpment : and what can be av’ én3 xf 
more eafy , then to reform this fault ? CURE Top Sto Te 
Tell me, (faith he) what difficulty, what (oore ie? 
fweat , what art, what hazard, mbat nuoear 
wore doth it require befide a little care to oy: oa 
abftain wholly from it? It is but wil- Eins wots 
ling, or refolvi it, and it is me 27 Smart 
: Soe done: Paceae oi aA 
) oe BM : LY kde 3 etd. 
_ral inclination difpofing to it, any 594 
{trong appetite to detain us under its renal 
"It gratifieth no fenfe , it yieldeth no ?48% 
profit, it procureth nohanour; forthe _ 
found of it is not very melodious, and pa 
no man furely did everget an eftate by — a 
jt, or was preferred to dignity for 1t. 
Tt rather to any good ear maketh a hor- 
rid and. jarring noife ; it rather with . 
the beft part of the world produceth 
difpleafure , dammage , and. difgrace. 
What therefore befide monftrous vani- 
ty, and unaccountable :perverfenedfle , 
fhould hold men fo devoted thereto? . 
_ Surely of-all dealers yn, fin, the Swea- 
rer ts, palpably the fillieft,. and maketh 
the worft bargains for.-himfelf; for he 
finneth gratis, and Clike.thofe in the 
a tet 
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fia. $2.3. Prophet) (eLeih his foul for nothing. An 
Epicure hath fome reafon to allege, dn 
_ Extortioner is a man of wifedom, and — 
acteth prudently in comparifon to him; 
for they enjoy fomie pleafure, or ac- 
quire fome gain here, in liew of their Sal- 
- O37@- 83, Vation hereafter: but this fondling of- 
tSyudsd~ fendeth Heaven, and abandoneth Hap- 
fiends, Pinefle, he knoweth not why or for 
_ X@édvoies What. He hath not fo much as the 
Piero common plea of humane infirmity to 
ocnaa ¢ excufe him; he can hardly fay that he 

euaerias. Was tempted thereto by any bait. 

rane yr. A phantaftick humour pofleffeth him 
Ovs3 Bini OF fpurning at Piety and fobernefle 5 
me wee" he inconfiderately followeth a herd of 
 Ceebca, Wild fops; he affe&teth to play the 
émdxdle- Ape. Whatmore then this can he fay 
com, forhimfelf> - 
_ — XIV. Finally, let us confider, that 
as we our felves, with all our members’ 
_and powers, were chiefly defigned and 
framed to glorify our Maker 5 ( the 
which to doe is indeed the greateft per- 
fection and nobleft privilege of our na- 
ture ; ) fo our Tongue and fpeaking 
faculty were given to us to declare our 
admiration and reverence of him, to’ 
_ exhibit our due love and gratitude to- - 
_ ward him, to profefle our truft and con- 
fidence 
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fidence in him,to celebrate his praifés;to _ 

_avow his benefits, to addref$ our fuppli-. 

cations to him, to maintain all kinds of 

devotional intercourfe with him, to pro- 

pagate our knowledge, fear, love and o- 

cae to him, in all {uch waysto pro- 

mote his honour and fervice. This is 

the moft proper, worthy and due ufe — 

of our Tongue, for which it was crea-_ 

ted , to which it is dedicated, from 

_ whence it becometh; as it is fo often . 

ftyled, our glory, and the beft member Pal. r6. 93 

that we have ; that whereby we excell & 3° 5% 

all creatures here below, and whereby & 108. r. 

weare no leffedifcriminated from them, Hecentm uno 

then by our Reafon ; that whereby we bali 

confort with the Blefled Angels above qued colloquia 

in the diftin& utterance of praife, and Ginidex. 

communication of glory to our Crea- primeredi- 

tour. Wherefore applying this to any sort cies 

impious difcourfe, with thts to profane ‘ge ovat. 1. 

‘ God’s Bleffed Name, with this to vio- 

late his Holy Commands, with this to 

unhallow his Sacred Ordinance, with 

this to offer difhonour and indignity to 

him, is a moft unnatural abufe; an hor: Dick ie 

ee Tr Sele [las &s- 

rid ingratitude toward him. == ag Sagem Chis 
It is that indeed whereby we render "Ardy. 1d". 

this noble Organ incapable of any good #. 55%" 

ufe. For * how (as theexcellent Fathet j. ¢3@ 

| | K. doth 


oe: 
bho 
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doth often urge) can we pray to God 
for mercies, or praife God for his béne- _ 
fits, or heartily confeffe our fins, or 
chearfully partake of the Holy myfte-. 
ries, with a mouth defiled by impious 


Oaths, with a heart guilty of fo hai- 
nous difobedience ? 


~ Likewife, whereas a fecondary, ve- 


Eph. 4. 29s 


Joh. F4. 3g. 


Blatt. §.34. 


ry worthy ufe of our Speech is, to pro- 
mote the good of our Neighbour, and 
efpecially to edifie him in Piety, accor- 
ding to that wholfome precept of the 
Apoftle, Let xo corrupt communication 


_ proceed out of your mouth, but that which 


is good to the ufe of edifying, that it may 
minifter graceunto the bearers; the prac- 
tice of Swearing is an abufe very con- 
trary to that good purpofe, ferving to 


corrupt our Neighbour, and to inftill 


into him a contempt of Religion; or — 
however grievoufly to {candalize him. 
XV. I fhall adde but two words 
more. One is, that we would ferioufly 
confider, that our Blefled Saviour, who 
loved us {0 dearly, who did and fuffe- 
red fo much for us, who redeemed us 
by his bloud, who faid unto: us, If ye 
love me, keep my commandments, he 


thus pofitively hath injoyned, But fay 


unto you, Swear not at all: and how 


then 
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then can we find in our heart direGly 
to thwart his word? : _ 
_ The other is, that we would lay to 
heart the reafon whereby S. Fames doth 
enforce the point, and the {ting in 
the clofe of our Text, wherewith I 
concludes; But above all things, my bre~ 
threnx, fwear not, neither by heaven, nei~ 
ther by the earth , neither by any other 
oath + but let your Yea be yea, and yout 
Nay nay, left you fall into condemnation, 
or, * left you fall under damnation. * uh <i 
From the which imfinite mifchief, and xelov miniva — 
from all fin that may caufe it, God in 
mercy deliver us through our Bleffed 
Redeemer Jef“, to whom for ever be 
all glory and praife. | 
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TITU 5 2.2, 
— To fpeak evil of ua man. 


| Hefe words do imply a double 
> Duty; one incumbent on Tea- 
chers, another on the People 

who are to be inftructed by them. 

The Teachers Duty appeareth from 
reflecting on the words of the Context, 
which govern thefe, and makethem up 
an entire fentence; * Put them in,.. 
| mind, or, Rub up their memory to doe as pada 
thus. It isS. Pass injunction to Titw, 

a Bifhop and Paftour of the Church, 
that he fhould admonifh the people 
- committed to his care and inftrution, 
as of other great Duties, (of yielding 
abedience to Magiftrates, of behaving 
themfelves peaceably , of pradifing 
meekneffe and equity toward all men, 
of being readily difpofed to every goed 
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work,) fo particularly of this, prdve 


Crzcenuciv, to revile, or fpeak evil of, 


20 Wan. 7 | 


Whence it is apparent, that this is 
one of the principal Duties that Prea- 
chers are obliged to mind people of, 
and to preffe upon them. And if this 
were needfull then , when Charity , 
kindled by fuch inftructions and exam- 
ples, was fo lively ; when Chriftians, 
by their Sufferings, were fo inured to 
meckneffe and patience ; when every 


one, for the honour of his Religion, and 


the fafety of his perfon, was concerned 
in all refpeéts to demean himfelf inno- 
cently and inoffenfively ; then 1s 1t now 
efpecially requifite, when ( fuch en- 
gagements and reftraints being taken 
off, Love being cooled, Perfecution 
being extinét, the tongue being fet 
loofe from all extraordinary curbs) the 


- tranfgreffion of this Duty is grown fo 


prevalent and rife, that evil-{peaking is 
almoft as common as {peaking, ordina- | 
ry converfation extremely abounding 


- therewith, that Minifters fhould dif- 


charge their office in dehorting and dif 
fuading from it. ; 

Well indeed it were, if by their ex- _ 
ample of ufing mild and moderate dif 
= ne | courte, 
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vectives, tauntings and {coffings, good 
for little but to enflame anger, and in- 
- fufe ill-will, they would lead men to 
good practice of this fort: for no exam- 
ples can be fo wholfome, or fo mifchie- 
vous to this purpofe , as thofe which 
’ come down from the Pulpit, the place 


of edification, backed with fpecial au-— 


thority and advantage. | 
However, itis to Preachers a ground 
of affurance, and matter of fatisfaction, 
that in preffing this Duty they fhall per- 
form their duty : their Text being not 
fo much of their own chuting, as given 


courfe, of abftaining from virulent in- | 


them by S. Pazl ; they can furely {carce ~ 


find a better to difcourfe upon : itcan- 
not be a matter of {mall moment or ufe, 
which this great Mafter and Guide fo 
expreflely direGteth us to infift upon. 


And to the obfervance of his Precept, 


fo far asconcerneth me, I fhall immedi- ° 


ately apply my felf. | 


- Ie is then the Duty ofall Chriftian — 


people, (to be taught, and prefled on 
them,) zot to reproach, or {peak evil of 
any man. ‘The which Duty, for your 
inftrucion, I fhall firft endeavour fome- 
what to explain , declaring its import 
and extent ; then, for your farther edi- 
and ae K 


bh 4 fication, — 
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fication, I fhall inculcate it, propofing 
feveral inducements perfuafive to the | 


_obfervance of tt. 


I. For Explication, we may firft cons 
fider the obje& of it, x0 man 3 then the — 
AG it felf, whichis prohibited, to b/a/- 
pheme, that is, to reproach, to revile, 
or (as we have it rendered) to peak 
evil. aa _ 

NQ MAN. S. Paul queftionleffe 
did efpecially mean hereby to hinder | 
the Chriftians at that time from reproa- 
ching the Fews and the Pagans among 
whom they lived, men in their lives 
very wicked and corrupt, men in opi- 
nion extremely diflenting from them, 
men who greatly did hate, and cruelly 


did perfecute them ; of whom there- 


fore they had mighty provocations and 
temptations to fpeak ill; their judge- 
ment of the perfons, and their refent- 
ment of injuries, making it difficult to 
abftain from doing fo." Whence’ by 


_manifeft analogy may be inferred, that 


the Objet of this Duty is very large, 
indeed univerfal arid unlimited: that 
we muft forbear reproach not’ onely a- 
gainft pious’ and’ vértuous perfons, a- 


‘gainft perfons of our own judgment or 


Party, 
oa 
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party, againft thofe-who never did 
harm or offend us, againft our relati- 


ons, our friends, our benefactours; in ° 
refpe& to whom there is no ground of — 


temptation of ill-{peaking ; but even 
againft the moft unworthy and wicked 
perfons , againft thofe who moft dif- 
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~~ coaftin opinion and practice from us, 
again{t thofé who never did oblige us, -- 


yea thofe who have moft difobliged us, 


even againft our moft bitter and {pite- ’ 


full enemies. There is no exceptionor 
— excufe to be admitted from the quality, 
ftate, relation, or demeanour of men 3 
the Duty (according to the proper 
fenfe, or due qualifications and limits of 
the act) doth extend to all men: for, 
— Speak evil of no man.” 
As for the A&, it may be inquired 
what the word 6aasenudy, to BLAS- 
P HEME, doth import. F anfwer, that 1¢ 
is to vent words concerning any perfon 
_ which do fignify in us i] opinion, or 
contempt, anger, hatred, enmity con- 


ceived in our minds toward him ; which © 


are apt in him to kindle wrath, and 
breed ill bloud toward us ; which tend 
to beget in others that hear ill conceit, 
~ or ill-will toward him ; which are much 
deftructive of his reputation, prejudicial 
era, Ae ae” eo to 


ail 
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to his interefts, productive of dammage 
or mifchiefto him. It is otherwife in 
Scripture termed AaSvpelv, to raélor ree 
vile, (to ufe bitter and ignominious 
Lok. 1.48. language 5) usesCew, to [peak contumer 
aver.2.311 Lioufly 5 ptoct Craconseey xelav, to bring 
Jud. 9. railing accufation, (or reproachfull cen- © 
Jam. 4 1. fare 5 ) xararartiy, to ule obloquy, or 
Rom. 12.14. obtrectation 5 xataegtas, to curfe, that 
Luk. 6.28 49, to {peak words importing that we 
(2 Sam 16 Ao with ill to a perfon. | 
“ Such is the language we are prohibt- 
ted to ufé. To which purpofe we may 
obferve, that whereas in our converfa- 
tion and commerce with men, there do 
frequently occurr occafions to fpéak of 
men and to men words apparently dif- 
advantageous to them, exprefling our 
diffent in opinion from them, ora dif-— 
like in us of their proceedings, we may 
doe this in different ways and terms; 
- fome of them gentle and moderate, fig- 
nifying no ill mind or difaffection to- 
wardthem ; others harfh and fharp, ar- 
guing height of difdain, difguft, or 
defpite, whereby we bid them defiance, 
and fhew that we mean to exafperate 
them. Thus, telling a man that we 
differ in judgment from him , or con- 
ceive him not to be in the right, and 
- a | calling 
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calling him a Liar, a Deceiver, a Fool; 

faying that he doeth amiffe, taketh a 

wrong courfe, ge aay the rule, 

and calling him difhoneft, unjuft, 
wicked ; (to omit more odious and 
provoking names , unbecoming this 
- place, and not deferving our notice; ) 
are feveral ways of exprefling the fame 
_ things: whereofthe latter, in relating 

_ paflages concerning our Neighbour, or 
in debating cafes with him, is prohibi- 
ted: for thus the words reproaching, ¢a8. 23, a 
reviling, railing, curfing, and the like, 445) 
do fignify ; and thus our Lord himfelf — 

doth explain them, in his Divine Ser- 

mon, wherein he doth enaé this Law ; 
_ Whofoever Cfaith he) foall fay to bis bro- Matt. 5. 22. 
ther, RAC A, (thatis, Vainman, or 
Liar,) fhall be in danger of the councill : 

but whofoever fhall fay, THOU FOOL, 
Shall be in danger of Hell-fire 3 that 1s, 
he rendreth himfelf liable toa ftri@ ac~. 

count, and to fevere condemnation be- 

fore God, who ufeth contemptuous 
and contumeliousexpreflions toward his 
Neighbour, in proportion to the malig- — 

nity of fuch expreffions. | 

_ The reafon of things alfo doth help 
' to explain thofe words , and to fhew 
why they are prohibited: becaufe — 
, a See har 
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- harfh terms are needleffe 5 mild words 


ferving as well to expreffe the fame 
things : becaufe they are commonly un- 
jut, loading men with greater defect 
or blame then they can be proved. to 
deferve, or their ations do import : 
(for every man that fpeaketh falfhood 
is not therefore a Liar, every man that 
erreth is not thence a Fool, every man 
that doeth amiffe is not confequently 
Difhoneft or wicked ; the fecret in- 
tentions and the habitual difpofitions 


of men not being always to be collec- 


ted from their outward actions : ) be- 
caufe they are uncharitable , fgnifying 
that we entertain the worft opinions of 
men, and make the worft conftru@tion 
of their doings, and are difpofed to” 
fhew them no favour or kindneffe: be- 
caufe alfo they produce mifchievous ef- 
fects, fach as fpring from the wortt paf- 
fions raifed by them. 3 - 
This in grofs is the meaning of the — 
Precept. But fince there are fome o- 
ther Precepts feeming to clafh with 
this 5 fince there are cafes wherein we 


are allowed to ufe the harfher fort cf 


terms, there are great examples in ap- 
pearance thwarting this rule 5 therefore 
yt may be requifite for determining the 
Oe | Limits 
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‘Himits of our duty, and diftinguifhing it 
from tranfgreffion, that fach exceptions 
~ or reftriGions fhould be fomewhat de- 
clared. © | 
-y.-Firftthen, we may obferve, that 
it may be allowable to perfons any- 
wife concerned in the profecution or 
~ adminiftration of Juftice, to fpeak words 
which in private intercourfe would be 
reproachfull. A Witnefle may impeach 
‘of crimes hurtfull to juftice, or publick 
tranquillity 5 a Judge may challenge, 
may rebuke, may condemn an offender 
in proper terms, (or forms of fpeech 
prefcribed by Law,) although moft dif- 
apne and diftaftfull to the guilty : 
_ for it belongeth to the majefty of pu- 
blick Juftice to be bold, blunt, fevere 5 


little regarding the concernsor paflions — 
of particular perfons, in comparifon to — 


the publick welfare. 


A Teftimony therefore or Sentence 


againft a criminal, which materially is 
-areproach, and morally would be fuch 


14t 


in a private mouth, isnot yet formally — 


fo according tothe intent of this rule. 
For practices of this kind, which ferve 
__ the exigencies of Juftice, are not to be 
interpreted as proceeding from anger, 
hatred, revenge , any bad paffion or 


kumour 5 - 
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humour ; but in way of needfull difci- 
pline for God's fervice, and common 


benefit ofmen. ‘It isnot indeed fomuch 


the Minifter of juftice, as God himfelf; 
our abfolute Lord, as the Sovereign, 
God’s reprefentative, acting in the pu- 
blick behalf; as the Commonwealth it 
felf, who by his mouth do rebuke the 
obnoxious perfon. a 

2. God’s Minifters in Religious af- 
fairs, to whom the care of mens inftruc- 
tion and edification is comnutted, are 
enabled to inveigh againft fin and vice, 
who-ever confequentially may be tou- 
ched thereby : yea fometimes itis their 
duty, with feverity and fharpnefle to _ 


‘reprove particular perfons, not onely 


privately, but publickly, in order to’ 
their correction, and edification of . o- 
thers. | ) | - | 

__. Thus Saint Paul direteth Tiwothy §. 


0. Them that fia (notorioufly and feanda- 
‘+ Toufly, he meaneth) rebuke before all, 


that others may fear + that is ina manner 
apt to make impreflion on the minds of 
the hearers, fo as to {Care them from 
like offences. And to Titws he writes, - 
Rebuke them fharply, that they may be 
found in the faith And > Cry aloud; 
Spare not; lift up thy voice like a —_ 

—_ | | as 
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énd fhew my people their tran{greffions, 
and the boufe of facob their fins, faith — 
_ the Lord to the Prophet. Such are the 
charges and commiifions laid on and 
granted to his Mefiengers. 
Thus may we obférvethat God’s Pro- vid. Hiet. in 
_ phets of old, S. Fobz the Baptift, our 7&6 "9: 
Lord himfelf, the Holy Apoftles did = 
i terms moft vehement and biting re- 
Frove the Age in which they lived, 
and fome particular perfons in them.” 
The Prophets are full of declamations 
and invecttives againft the general cor- 
ruption oftheir Times, and againft the 
particular manners of fome perfons in 


t 


them. Ah finfull vation, a people laden ta. 1. 4. 


with iniquity, a feed of evil-doers, chil- 


rewards: they judge not the fatherleffe, 

neither doth the canfe of the widow conte | 
‘before them. » The Prophets prophefy » Yer.§. 3x. 
falfly, and the Priefts rule by their means. © 14 '4- 
© As troups of robbers wait for a man, fo *Hol.6. 9. 
the company of Priefts murther in the ee 
way by confent, and commit a Zeph. 3, 4s 


a4 
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Such is their ftyle commonly. S$, John 


- the Baptift calleth the Scribes and Pha- 


€ Matt. 3. 7» 
€ Matt.16.4- 
Se 12. 34,39 
© Matt. 23 


2 Cor.! 1.13. 
4 Tim. 6.5. 
‘2 Tim. 3: 8, : 

Tit. 1.16, 


a Cor. §- 20. 
Col. Ee 28. 


rifees 4 2 generation of vipers. Ov Sa- | 
viour fpeaketh of them in the fame. 
terms; calleth them an f evél axd adul- 
terous generation, Serpents, and children -— 


of vipers 5 ® Hypocrites, painted Sepul- 


chres, obfcure grayes, Cpmpda advaa,) 
% 2? blind Guides, F ools and blind, children 


of the Devil. $. Paul likewife calleth 


._ the Schifmatical and heretical Teachers, 
h Dogs, fale Apoftles, evil and deceitfull 


workers , wen of corrupt minds, Repro- 
bates, and abominable. With the like | 

colours do S. Peter, S. fude, and other — 
the Apoftles paint them. Which fort 
of fpeeches are to be fuppofed to pro- 
ceed, not from private. paflion or de- 
fign, but out of holy zeal for God’s ho- 
nour, and from earneft charity toward | 
men, forto work their amendment, and 
‘common edification. They were ut- 
tered alfo by fpecial wifedom, and pe-— 

culiar order 3 from God's authority , 


and in his name: fo that as God by 


them is faid to preach, to entreat, to 


warn, and to exhort, fo by them alfo he 
- may be {aid to reprehend » and re- 


proach. 


3. Even 
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3. Even private perfons in due fea- 
fon, with difcretion and temper, may 
reprove others, whom they obferve to 
commit fin, or follow bad courfes, out 
of charitable defign, and with hope to 
reclaim them. This was an office of 
charity impofed anciently even upon 
the Fews 3 much more doth it lie upon 
Chriftians, who are obliged more ear- 
neftly to tender the fpiritual good of 
thofe who by the ftricter and more ho- 
_ly bands of brotherhood are allied to | 
them. Thou shalt not hate thy brother 3 Levit. 19.17. - 
thou fhalt in any wife rebuke thy neigh-. 
bour, and not fuffer fin upon him, was a 
precept of the old Law: ‘and, veSerciv 
ardurss, to admonifh the diforderly, ig 1 Thelf.5.14. 
an Evangelical rule. Such perfons we 
are enjoyned to fhun and decline : but 1 Tim. 6. s. 
firft we muft endeavour by fober advice 75317" 
' and admonition to reclaim them ; we 2 Theff. 3.6. - 
muft not thus reje& them till they ap- Mat 18. 170 — 
pear contumacious and incorrigible, re- 
fufing to'hear us, or becéming deaf to 
reproof., This although it neceflarily 
doth include fetting out their faults, 
and charging blame on. them, anfive- 
rable to their offences, ) :is not the cul- 
pable reproach’ here meant, it bein 
needful toward a wholfomme fled, and 


. 
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proceeding from charitable intention, — 
~ 4. Some vehemency (fome fmartnef 


‘and fharpnefs) of fpeech may fametimes 


be ufed in defence of Truth, and im- 
pugning Errours of bad confequence ; 


 efpecially when it concerneth the inte- 


tre{t of Truth, chat the reputation and 
authority of itsadverfaries fhould fome- 
what be abafed, or abated. If by a — 
partial opinion or reverence toward 
them, however begotten in the minds 
of men, they ftrive to overbear or dif- 
countenance a good caufe, their faults 
(fo far as truth permitteth, and need 
requireth) may be detected and dif- 


played. For this caufe particularly may 


we prefume our Lord ( otherwife {fo 


- ineek in his temper, and mild in his — 


Jud. 3° . 


- carriage toward all men) did characte- 
-rize the femifh- Scribes in fuch terms, 


that their authority (being then {0 pre- 
valent with the people ) might not pre- 
judice the Truth, and hinder the effi- 


_ cacy of his Dottrine. This is part of 


that émuyeniledas 7H wise, that duty 
of contending earneftly for the faith, 

which isincumpentonus 
_ §. It may be excufable upon parti: 


. cular emergent .occafions, with fome 


heat of language to exprefle diflike of 
“ a | notae 
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flotorious wickedneffe. As our Lord 
> doth againtt the perverfe incredulity Matt 17.17. 
, and ftupidicry in the Pharifees, their 
profane mifconftrnétion of his words. 
and actions, their malicious oppofing 
truth, and obftru@ing his endeavours 
In God’s fervice. .As S. Peter didto ._ 
Simon Magus, telling him, that he mas 48.8.23. 
2 the gall of bitternefs, and in the bond 2 
of iniquity. As S. Paul to Elymas the | 
Sorcerer, when he withftood him, and 4&13.8,101 
defired to turn away the Deputy, Sergi- 
#3, from the faith ; O Cfaid he, ftirr’d 
_ with a holy zeal and indignation) hoz 
fell of all fubtlety and all mifchief, thou 
chilel of the Devil, thou enemy of all righ- 
teoufuefs, wilt thou not ceafe to pervert 
the right ways of the Lord? The fame 
{pirit which inabled him to infli@ a 
fore punifhment on that wicked wretch, 
did prompt him to ufe that fharp lan- 
guage toward him ; unqueftionably 
deferved, and feafonably pronounced, 
As alfo, when the High Prieft comman- — 
ded him illegally and unjuftly to be 
mifufed, that {peech from a mind juftly 
fenfible of fuch outrage broke forth, 
God fhall fimite thee, thou whited wall, 48.23. 3, 
_ So, when Saint Peter prefumptuoufly — 


| would have diffyaded our Lord from 
| La come 


—~48 


Matt. 16.23, 
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compliance with God's will, in wnder- 
going thofe crofles: which were appoin- 


‘ted to him by God’s decree, our Lord 


calleth him Satan 3 —"Yauye, Sa lava, 
Avant, Satan, thou art an offence uuto 
mes for thou favoureft not the things 
that be of Gad, but thofe that are of men. 

Thefe fort of fpeeches, iffuing, from 


jutt and honeft indignation, are fome- 


times excufable, oftentimes commen- 
dable ; efpecially when they come from 
perfons eminent in authority, of nota. 
ble integrity, endued with fpecial mea- 
fures of Divine grace, of wifedom, of 
goodneffe 5 fuch as cannot be fufpeced 
of intemperate anger, of ill nature, of 
il] will, of ill defign. ' 
In fach cafes as are above mentioned, 
afort of Evil-/peaking about our Neigh- 
bour may be allowable or excufable. 
But for fear of over-doing, great cau- 
tion and temper is to be ufed 5 and we 
fhould never apply any fuch limitations 
as cloaks to palliate unjuft or unchari- 
table dealing, Generally it is more.ad ' 
vifable, to fupprefle fuch eruptions of 
paffion, then to vent its for feldom 
paffion bath not inordinate motions 


- joyned with it, or tendeth to good ends. 


And however it will doe well.to/refled 
Es: _ - on 
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on thofe cafés,’ and:te remark fome par-_ 


ticulars about them. = wit 
. Firft, We-may. obferve, that. in: all 
thefe cafés all poflible moderation, e- 
quity and candour are ta.be ufeds fo 
that no Ill-{peaking be praGifed beyond 
what is needfull, or convenient. Even 
in profecution of offences, the bounds 
of truth, of equity, of humanity and 
clemency are not to be tranfgrefled: 
A Judge muft not lay on the moft cri- 
minal perfon more blame, or contume- 
ly, then the café will bear, or then fer- 
veth the defigns of juftice. However 
our Neighbour doth incurr the calami- 
ties of fin and of punifhment, we muft 


wt 


2 % 
4 
\ 
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mildly .Governours fhould proceed in 


Jofh:7.19, 
2§e ; 
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the adminiftration, of juftice, the ex- 
ample of Fo/bua may teach us, who thus 
examineth Achan, the caufé of fo great 
mifchief to the publick 5 My for, give, 
I pray thee, glory to the Lord God of If 
rael, and make confe{fion unto him 3 and 
tell me now what thon haft done, bide it 
not from me. My fons what compella- - 
tion could be mote benign and kind ? 
I pray thee what language could be 
more courteous and gentle ? give glory 
to God, and make confelfion 5 what 


~ words could be more inoffenfively per: 
finent ? And when he fentenced that — 
great Malefactour, the caufe of fo much 


mifchief, this was all he faid, Why haft 
thou troubled ws 2? The Lord will trouble: 
thee ; words void of contumely or in-. 
fulting, containing onely a clofe inti 
mation of the caufe, and a fimple decla- 


_ Fation of the event he was to-under- 


go. ae eT 
- Secondly, Likewife Mimifters, in the 


taxing fin and finners, are to proceed 


belt opinion of them, and the beft 


with great diferetion and caution, with 


much gentlenef§ and meekne& 5) figni- 
fying a tender pity. of their infirmities, — 
charitable defires of their good, the 


hopes 
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hopes for them, that may confift with 
any reafon; according.to thofe Apo- 
ftolical rules: Brethren, if 2 man be o- Gal 6 ts. 
vertaken in.a fault, ye which are fpiritual,; 
reftore fuch an one in the fpirit of week- 
neffe 5 confidering thy felf, left thon alfo 
be tempted: and, We that are ftrong Rom. 1$31i 
ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, 
and not to pleafe our felves: and more _ 
exprefly, A fervant of the Lord amff 2 Tim. 2: 
nok fight, but be gentle toward'all, apt to **?* 
teach, patient, In meekneffe inftiucing 
thofé that oppofe themféelves. ‘Thus did 
S. Peter temper his reproof of Sizoxz 
Magws with this wholfome and com- _ 
fortable advice 5 Repent therefore from A&.®. 423 
this thy wickedneffe, and pray God, if 
perhaps the thought of thine heart nay be 
forgiven thee | | 
- Thirdly, As for fraternal correption, * Reprebenfid 
‘and reproof of faults, (when it is juft munca 
and expedient to ufé it,) ordinarily the Nequemonitid 
* calmeft and mildeft way is the moft isthe ‘ai 
- proper, and moft likely to obtain good conrumeliaft. 
fucceffe : it commonly doth |] in a more Ambrol. dé 
kindly manner convey the fenfe thereof “oak ‘ci | 
into the heart, and therein more pow- 4 raproof en 
_erfally workethremorfe, then the fierce aa mies 
and harfh way. Clearly to fhew a then a but- 
_taan bis faule, with. the we proving = ep | 
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it fuch,: fo that he becometh through-: 
—Ty‘convineed of it, is fuffictent to breed. 
_ in him regret, and to fhame him before: 
a ‘his own mind: to doe mote, 
‘Odo Bran ang. (ith Way Of aggravation, of 
yet arrandeion meNe Ss Ainfulting on him, of inveigh- 
mi odoy ri Stxom evi os me ys 
rerayerdoas 9 Dohpnad- 1g again{t him, )-as it.doth 
yevor dmiades 9 od Gee “often not well confift with 
aires wid anita 4 -humanity, fo it is feldome 
onLes O71, &KoAvae? , &C. rs ae a eae 7 
‘Epi@. 2012. confonant to diftretion, if 
. _ we do, as we ought, feek his. 
: health and amendment. Hu- 
manity requireth, that when we under- 
take to reforrti our Neighbour, we 
_ fhould take care not to deform him 5 
~ (not to difcourage or difpleafé him 
‘More then is “neceflary 5 ) when we 
would correc his manners , that we 
___ fhould alfo. confider his modefty, and 
_ ._confult his. reputation 5 crave agentes 
Sen, de Clem. (as Seneca {peaketh ) xon tantim falutis, 
Hid curyt, Jed  honefte cicatricis, having care 
in Matt. 9.8. not onely to heal the wound, but to leave 
ae ae fe a comely fear ; behind. Be ¢ advifeth 
niguuai, us 8+ Anflin) fo-difplealed with iniquity, a 
confulere me- to confider ana confult humanity . for, 
mincris I~ Zeal void of humanity , is not ( faith 
manttatt se. ye Seer CN a 
Aug. 8. Chryfoftome ) zeal, but rather animo- 
Zinot gudar- ity s and reproof not mixt with good 
pore will, appeareth a kind of malignity. We 
ves, % Caos, Wii, appearer of matignity. We 
 & | | -  fhould 
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or folly incident to mankind , have 
fallen into mifdemeanours , that they 
may perceive we do fincerely pity their 


. 4153 
| fhould fo rebuke thofe who, by fiailey | 


ill cafe, and tender their good; that — 
we mean not t0*upbraid their weak- — 


‘nes, or infult upon their misfortune ; 
that2we delight not’ to infli& on them 
more grief then is plainly needfull: and 
--unavoidable; that we are confcious 


- and-fenfible of our own obnoxiout | 


nefs to the like flips or falls, and do 
conficler, that we: alfo may be tempted, 
and being tempted. may be overborn. 
Fhis they cannot perceive, or ‘be per- 
fuaded of, except we temper our 2s ses 


Gal. 6. te 


with! benignity and mildnefs. 
Such {peech |] prudence alo -. 


didateth, as moft ufefull - 
and hopeful for producing - 
the good ends honeft repre- 


henfion’ doth aim” at ; it 


 Pleafent words are as 
an honeycomb, {weet tothe 
foul,and health tothe bones. 


- Prov. 16. 24. 


A Soft anfwer turneth a= 
way wrath; but grievous 


words ftir up qnger. PtOVe 


~mollifieth and it melteth a 15.1. 
ftubborn heart, it fabdueth - 
_. and -winneth a perverfe will,. it healeth 
diftempered affections. Whereas rough- 
ly handling is apt to defeat or obftrud 
.the-cure 3 rubbing the foar doth tend 
to exafperate and inflame it. Harfh 
: —— rendreth advice. odious and un- 
| favoury 5 
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 tilefs tormenting, or for a proud and 
tyrannical domineering over him. He 
that can bear a friendly touch, will not 
endure to be Jafhed with angry and 
repreachfull words. In fine, all reproof 
ought to be feafoned with difcretion, 
with candour, with, moderation and 
mecknefs. See eee, 
Fourthly , Likewife in defence of 
truth, and maintenance of a good caufe, 
we may obferve, that commonly the 
faireft Janguage is moft proper and ad- 
vantageous, and that reproachfull er 
foul terms are moft or orci) and pre- 
judicial A calm and meek way of 
difcourfing doth much advantage a 
good caufe, as arguing the patren 
thereof to have confidente in the: caufe 
it (Elf, and to rely upon its {trength 5 
that he isin a teniper fit to apprehend 
a it 
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Ft himfelf, and to mairitain its; thathe — 
propoundeth it as a friend, wifhing the . 
hearer for his own goed to follow it , 
Teaving him the liberty: to jadge, and 
chufe for himfelf- But ude fpeech, and odie si | 
contemptuous reflexions on .perfons, a8 pe he ser 
they do fignifie nothing to the quefti- mah dice. 
On, fo they commonly bring much dif- mab awd ay 
advantage and dammage: to the caufe, peritos etiam 
creating mighty prejudices againft ic 3 mimi at 
they argue much impotency in the ad- ae manife- 
vocate, and confequently little ftrength Jam of, am 
in what he maintains, that ‘he is little agit on 
able to judge well, and altogether un- fermmis ad 
apt to teach others: they intimate a he eae 
diffdence: in himfelf concerning his tur. Firmil. 
éaufé, and that, defpairing to maintain @ CYP 
it by reafon, he feeks to uphold it by “"°” 
paflion ; that, not being able to con. | 
wince by fir means, he would bear 
down by noife and clamour 5 that, mot 
skilling to get his fuit quietly, he wowd ~~ | 
extort it by force, obtruding his cons 
ceits violently as an enemy, or impo- 
-fing chem arbitrarily 4s a ‘Fyrant.. Fhus . 
doth he réally difparage and flut his 
eaufe, however good. and defenfiblem. 
be felfa on fae, ec ae “ ar | 
A fhodeft. and fuiendly ftyle doth 
fiee -trtwhs ib, like its authour, ue 
Se — uftially 


~= 
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ufually refide (‘not in the rumbling 

sKing-19. wind, nor in- the fhaking earthquake, 

11 Ve pg NOL in the raging fire, but) in the fiall 

manum eft,ty [2 voice : founding in this; it is moft 

‘ipiqui dict “audible, moft penetrant, and moft ef- 
caufe contra. fectual: thus propounded, it is willing- 

pl ly hearkned to: for men ‘have no aver- 

ofarii fun, {ation from heating thofe who feem to 

¢ inimsi: Jove them, and: with them well. Ic 1s 

| eae eafily conceived:; no prejudice or paf- 
- his virium , fion clouding: the apprehenfive facul- 
she comune: ties ¢ it. is readily embraced 5 no ani- 

12.9. mofity withftanding or obftructing it. 

‘Prov. 16.21, It is the fivevtneffe.of the lips, which (as 


Quint. 12.9 
S673F Ww the Wife-man telleth us ) excreaseth 
Aoprel Te” 7 7 


nee dag be | oa ee _ 
ix dv vis goin the paflage beconies open to the Rea- 


a ONS ciate BoA ‘ 


# UC chore. Chil. ind Zin Oris. 8h at 
«But it is:plainly-a very prepofterous 
‘Ov tent tei method of . inftructing , ‘of: deciding 
YUH 2s. ¢ io o 
oepnsimm, i CONtroverfies', of begetting:. pdace, to 


zw dmonies Vex and anger thofe concerried by ill 
LE Sadag —" language. Nothmy furely. doth more 


_6n26,; hinder the efficacy of difcourfe., and 
a | prevent 
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prevent eonvidion, then doth this 0 28 daw. 
. <7. ‘ TOS FruAe 
courfe, upon many obvious accounts. Devon, i 
It doth firft put in a ftrong bar to at- ‘eis vcpen 
tention: for no man willingly doth #%™, & 
. _ 4 WEG melogeoty 
afford an ear to him; whom he concei- oj mad, wt 
veth difaffected toward him ; which atone 
opinion harfh words infallibly will pro- eae ss 
duce: no man can expect to hear truth wsasivedy 
from him, whom he apprehendeth dif hina 
ordered in his own mind, whom he ‘tie gerea 
feeth rude in his proceedings, whom y1v- 
he taketh to be unjutt in his dealing ; 3." 
as men certainly will take thofe to be, “Ozzy aess 
who prefume to revile others for ufing 77 4"¢ 
their own judgment freely, and diflen- 2403 sh 
WH Ju gi : eely, an ien- U8 77 Asli, 


ting from them in opinion. Again, : mete 
_ this courfe doth blind the hearer’s mind, Serie Inge 


fo that he cannot difcern what he that swede zt ac- 
preterids to inftrué him doth mean, or 2a. 
how he doth affert his do@trine. Truth 5.07.59. 
will not be difcerned through the fmoak 

of wrathfull expreflions 5; right being 

defaced by foul language will not ap- 

pear; paffion being excited will not 

{uffer a man to perceive the fenfe, or 

the force of an argument. The will 

alfo thereby is hardned, and hindred _ 

from fabmitting totruth. In fuch a - 

cafe, won perfuadedis , etiamft perfuafe- 

r# 3 although you {top his mouth, you 

— | connor 
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cannot fubdue his heart 3 although he 
can no longer fight, yet he never will 
yield : animofity raifed by fuch ufage 


rendreth him invincibly obftinate. in 
his conceits and courfes. Briefly, from. 


this proceeding men become unwilling 


Prov. 24. 26. 


Chryf. in 2 


'O Pagedess a7HxQ@, 
Srey UAT CMEHE PvNTU, 


to mark, unfit to apprehend, indifpo- 
fed to embrace any good inftrudtion or 
advice : it maketh them tndocile and 
intractable, averfe from better inftruG@i- — 
on, pertinacious in their opinions, and 
refractary in their ways. 

Every man (faith the Wife-man ) 
foal kiffe his lips that giveth a right an- 
fwer : but no man furely will be read 
to kiffe thofe lips which are embittered 
with reproach, or defiled with dirty 
language. i: 

It is faid of Pericles, that with thun- 
dring and lightning he put Greece into 
confufion : Tach difcourfe may ferve to 
confound things, it feldome tendeth 

| to compofe them. If Reafon 
Tim.2,24, will not pierce, Rage will 
fcarce avail to drive it in. 


Gris Sow 6 wince duxeiy Satyrical virulency may vex 
Juni Evest 30. %ve- men forely, but it hardly e- 
ot UD weabriles xgSa Jody : 
uarror, BEC SegcimiG Ver foundly converts them. 


eet Lau. 


Few become wifer or better by 
il words. Children may be 
| i frigh- 
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frighted into compliance by loud and — 
fevere increpations; but men are to be 
allured by rational perfuafion back’d. 
with courteous ufage: they may be 
{weetly drawn,they cannot be violently 
driven to change their judgment and | 
practice. Whence that adviceof the =. 
Apoftle, With meekneffe inftrud thofe 2 Tim.2.25. 
that oppofe themfelves, doth nolefle fa- 
vour of wifedom, then of goodnefle. This cafeis 

Fifthly, As for the examples of ex- like theother 

: here cafes,where- 
traordinary perfons, which in fome ca- jn the prac- 
fes do {eem to authorize the practice of tice of good 
Evil-fpeaking, we may confider, that 4° 
as they had efpecial commiffion enabling though ex- 
them to doe fome things beyond ordi- cuales is 
nary {tanding rules, wherein they are emplary: as 
not to be imitated 5 as they had efpeci- theheroical 
al illumination and direGtion , which 3 Steam. 
preferved them from fwerving in parti- fo», of Ehud, 
cular cafes from truth and equity ; fo % Fine. 
the tenour of their life did evidence, Moes; Da- 
that it was the glory of God, the good *#4* at 
of men, the neceflity of the cafe, which Suicide, 4- 
moved themto it. And of them alfo /:s flaying | 
we may. obferve, that in divers occafi- give fab” 
ons, (yea generally , whenever onely bing the K. 
their private credit or intereft were lor cating | 
concerned, ) although grievoufly pro- for fire, by 
voked, they did out of mecknefle, pa- oY peculiar 

| -— | HENCE, inflind. 
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tience, and charity, wholly forbear re- 
proachfull fpeech. Our Saviour, who 
fometimes upon fpectal reafon in_his 
difcourfes ufed fuch harfh words, yet 

when he was moft {pitefully accufed, 
reproached, and perfecuted , did mot. 

open his mouth, or return one angry — 
yPet. 2.23 word : Being reviled , he did not (as 
S. Peter, propofing his example to us, 
—telleth us) revile again; fuffering, be 

did not threaten. He ufed the fofteft 
language to fudas, tothe Souldiers, to. 

Pilate and Herod, to the Priefts, ce. 
And the Apoftles , who fometimes in- © 

veigh fo zealoufly againft the oppofers 

and perverters of truth, did in their pri- 

vate converfation and demeanour ftridt- 

ly obferve their own rules of abftinence 

Cor. 4.12. from reproach : Being reviled we bleffe, 
Rom. 12.14 being perfecuted we fuffer it; fo doth S. 
Paul reprefent their praétice. And in 
reafon we fhould rather follow themin | 

this their ordinary courfe, then in their 

extraordinary fallies of practice. 

In fine, however in fome cafes and 
circumftances the matter may admit fuch 
exceptions , fo that all language dif 
gracefull to our Neighbour is not ever 

culpable; yet the cafes are fo few arid 
faye in comparifon, the praQice com- 
g Peat Pee ee ee eae 
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monly is {6 dangerous and ticklith, that 
worthily forbearing to reproach doth — 
bear the ftyle ofa general Rule : and 
particularly , ¢ for clearer direction, ) 
we are in the following cafés obliged 
_ carefully to fhun it 5 or in {peaking a- 
- bout our ‘Neighbour we mult obferve 
' thefeCautions 
I. We fhould never in fevere tertns 
_ *inveigh again{t any man without reafo- 
nable warrant, or prefuming upon a 
good call and commiflion thereto. As 
every man fhould not affumeto himfelf 
the power of adminiftring juftice, Cof 
trying, fentencing, and punifhing ‘of 
fenders,) fo muft not every man take « 
upon him to fpeak againft thofe wha 
feem to doeill; which is a fort of pu- 
_ nifhment, including the inflrction of 
finiart and dammage upon the perfons 
concerned. Every man hath indeed a 
commiffion, in due place and feafon; 
with difcretion and moderation to ad- 
monifh his Neighbour offending 3, but 
otherwife to {peak ill of him, no pri- 
vate man hath juft right or authority ¢ 
and therefore in prefuming to doe it, he 
is diforderly and irregular, trefpafling: 
beyond his bounds, ‘ufurping'an undue 
power to himfelf. : Pag 


M 2. We 
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2. We fhould never {peak ill of any _ 
 ghan without apparent juft, canfe. . Ie 
-muft be juft: we muft not. reproach 

men for things innocent, or indifferent _ 
for not concurring in difputable opini- — 
ons with us, for not complying withour — 
humour, for not ferving our intereft, 
for not doing any thing to which they 
are not obliged, or for ufing their h- 
berty in any cafe: it muft be at leaft | 
fome confiderable fault, which we can 
{> much astax. It muft alfo be clear 
and certain , notorious and palpable 5 
for to {peak ill upon flender conjectures, 
or doubtfall fufpicions, is full of ini- 
Jud. tc} quity. "Qow x cidun, GAcognudn, They 
| yail at things which they know not, is 
part of thofe wicked mens charatter, 
‘whom S. Jude doth fo feverely repre- 
hend. Ifindeed, thefe conditions be- 
ing wanting, we prefume to reproach 
any man, we do therein no lefie then 
{lander him; which to doe 1s unlawfull 
in any cafe, isintruth a moft diabolical 
and deteftable crime. To impofe odi- 
ous names and characters on any perfon, 
which he deferveth not, or without 
round of truth, is to play the Devil ; 
and Hell it felf {Carce will own a fouler | 
practice. | _ 
: 3s We 
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3. We fhould not caft reproach upon 
amy man without fome neceflary rea-. 
fon: In charity ( that Charity which , 
covereth all fins, which covereth a mul- Prov. 10: 12% 
titude of fins) we are bound to connive *F& + e 
at the defetts, and to coticedl the faults ~ = 
of our brethren ; to extenuate and ex- 
cuféthem, when apparent, fo far as we 
may with truth and equity. We mutt 
not therefore ever produce them to 
light, ot profecute them with feverity, 
except very netdfull occafion urgéth : 
fitch as ts the glory and fervice of God, 
the maintenance of truth, the vindica- 
tton of innocence, the prefervation of 
publick juftice and peace ; the amend- 
ment of our Neighbour himfelf, or {e- 
curing others from contagion. Barring 
fitch reafons, (really being, not affec- 
_tediy ptetended,) we are bound not fo 
much as to difclofe , as to touch our 
Neéighbour’s faults ; much more not to 
blaze then about , not to exaggerate 
them by vehement invective. 
og. We thould never {peak ill of any 

tian beyond meafire: be the caufe ne- 
vet {6 jutt, the occafion never fo ne- 
céflary,; we fhould yet no-wife be im- 
moderate therein, exceeding the bounds 
preferibed by truth, equity, and huma- 
oS M 2 nity: 
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nity. ‘We fhould never fpeak worfe of 
any man what-ever then he certainly 
deferveth, according to the moft. fa- 
vourable conftruGion of his doings 5 
never more then the caufe abfolutely re- 
quireth. We fhould rather be carefull . 
to fall (hort of what in rigourous truth 
might be faid againft him, then in the — 
leaft to pafle beyond it. The beft caufe 
had better feem to fuffer a little by our 
refervedneffe in its defence , then any 
man be wronged by our afperfing him ; 
for God, the patron of truth and right, 
is ever able to fecure them without the 
faccour of our unjuft and uncharitable 
dealing. The contrary praCtice hath in- 
deed within it a fpice of Slander, that is, 
of the worft iniquity. - 
5. We muft never fpeak il of any 


man out of bad principles, or for bad | 


end. : | 
No fudden or rafh Anger fhould in- 
ftigate us thereto. For, Let af bitter- 
neffe, and wrath, and anger, and cla- 
mour, and evil-f{peaking be put away from 


you, with all malice, 1s the Apoftolical 


precept: they areallaffociates and kin- 
dred, which are to be caft away to- 
gether. Such anger it felf is culpable, — 
asa work of the flefh, and therefore to 

_ be 


The Fourth Sermon. 165 

be fuppreffed; and all its brood there- 
fore is alfo to be fmothered: the daugh- | 
ter of fuch a mother cannot be legiti- 
mate, The wrath of man'worketh not the Jam. 1.20. 
righteoufneffe of God. a 

We mutt not {peak ill out of invete- 
rate Hatred or II!-will. For this murthe- 
rous, this viperous difpofition fhould it 
felf be rooted out of our hearts: what- * 
ever iffueth from it cannot be other- 
- wife then very bad 3 it muft be a poi- 
fonous breath that exhaleth from that 
foul fource. 

We muft not be provoked thereto 
by any Revengefull difpofition, or ran- 
corous Spleen, in regard to any injuries 
or difcourtefies received. For, as we 
‘muft not revenge our felves, or render 
evil inany other way 3; fo particularly 
‘not in this, which is commonly the 
{peciall inftance exprefly prohibited. 
Render not evil for evil, ( faith Saint ipet, 3, 9. 
Peter ) xor railing for railing 5 but 
contrariwife bleffe, or {peak well: and, 
Bleffe the (faith our Lord ) which mat. ¢, 44. 
cur fe yous Blefs ( faith Saint Paul) and Rom. 12.14. 
curfe not. | 

We mutt not alfo doe it out of Con- | 
tempt: for we are not to flight our peut. 25, 3: 
brethren in cur hearts. No man real- | 
| M 3 ly 
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ly (eonfidering what heis, whence he 


came, how he is related, what he is ca- 


pable of ) can be defpicable. Extreme 


He thatis 
void of wife~ 


naughtineffe is indeed contemptible ; 
but the unhappy perfon that is engaged 
therein, 1s rather to be pitied, then de- 
{pifed. However, Charity bindeth us 


dom defpifeth to {tifle contemptuous motions of heart, 
bis neighbours and not to vent them in vilifying ex- 


Prov. ii. 12. 


preiiion. Particularly, it isa barba- 
rous practice, out of contempt to re- 
proach perfons for natural imperfei- 
ons, for meannefle of condition, for 
unlucky difafters, for any involuntary 
defects : this being indeed to reproach 


~ Mankind, unto which fuch things are 


Prov, 87. 3° 


incident 5 to reproach Providence , 
from the difpofal whereof they do pro- 
ceed. Whofo mocketh the poor, defpifeth 
his Maker, faith the Wife-man : and the 
{ame may be faid of him that reproach- 
fully mocketh him that is dull in parts, 
deformed in body, weak in health or 
ftrength, defectivein any fuch way. 

Likewife we muft not {peak il out 
ofEnvy 5 becaufe others do excell us 
in any good quality, or exceed us. in 
fortune. To harbour this bafe and ug- 
ly difpofition in our minds, is unwor- 
thy of a Man, Cwho fhould delight in 

| all . 


Zhe Fourth Sermon. 


 allgoed fpringing up any-where, and 


befalling any man, naturally allied un- 
to him 5) it is moft unworthy of a 
Chriftian, who fhould tender his bro- 
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ther’s goodas his own, and rejoyce with pom. 12.168. 


thofe thak rejoyce. From thence to be 
drawn to caft reproach upon any man, 
is horrible and hainous wickednefle. 
Neither fhould we ever ufe reproach 
as ameans of compafling any Defign 
we do affe& or aim at: ‘tis an unwar- 
rantable engine of raifing us to wealth, 
dignity, or repute. To grow by the 
diminution, to rife by the depreflion, 
to fhine by the eclipfe of others, to 
build a fortune upon the ruines of our 
Neighbour’s reputation, is that which 
~ no honourable mind can affe&, no ho-. 
nef{t man will endeavour. Our own 
Wit, courage, and induftry, managed 
with God’s affiftence and blefling, are 
fufficient, and onely lawfull inftruments 
of profecuting honeft enterprifes; we 
- need not, we mutt not in ftead of them 
employ our Neighbour’s difgrace: no 
worldly good is worth purchafing at 
fich a rate, no project worth atchie- 
ving by firch foul ways. | 
Neither fhould we out of Malignity, 
to cherith or gratify ill humour, ufe 
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this practice. It is obfervable of fome -. 


perfons, that not out of any formed. 
difpleafure , grudge, or particular dif- 
affetion, nor out of any particular de- 


- fign, but meerly out of a ygnofSa2, an 


ill difpofition , {pringing up from na- 
ture, or contracted by ufe, they are 
apt to carp at any action, and with 
fharp reproach to bite any man that 
comes in their way, ‘thereby feeding 
and :‘foothing that evil inclination. But. 
as this inhumane and currifh humour 
fhould be corrected , and extirpated 
from our: hearts ; fo fhould the iffues — 
thereofat our mouths be {topped : the 
befpattering our Neighbour’s good 
name fhould never afford any fatisfac- 
tion or delight unto ts. ° as 

Nor out of Wantonnefle fhould we 
{peak il], for our divertifement or fport. 
For our Neighbour’s reputation is too 
great and precious a thing to be played 
with, or offered up to {ports we are 


very foolifh in fo: difvaluing it, very 
naughty in fo mifufing it. Our wits 


are very barren, our brains are ill fur- 
nifhed with ftore of knowledge, if we 
can find no other matter of converfa~ 
tion, ooo Se 


| 


Nor 
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~ Nor out of Negligence and inadver- 
tency fhould we {putter out réproach- 
full fpeech ; fhooting ill words at ro- 
vers, or not regarding who ftands in 
our way.’ Among all temerities this is 


Lo ee ee ea ge eS are 
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one of the moft noxious, and therefore — 


very culpable. aw 

- In fine, we fhould never {peak con- 
cerning our Neighbour from any other 
principle then Charity, or to any other 


intent but what is charitable; fiich as 


tendeth to his-good, or at leaft is con- 
fiftent therewith. Let all your things 
(faith S. Paul) be done in charity - and 
- words are moft of the things we doe 
concerning our Neighbour , wherein 
we may expreffe Charity. In all our 
 fpeeches therefore touching him, we: 
-fhould plainly thew, that we have a 
care of his reputation, that we tender 
‘his intereft, that we even defire his 
- content and repofe. Even when rea- 
fon and need do forequire, that we 
fhould difclofe and reprehend his faults, 
we may, we fhould by the manner and 
feope of our fpeech fignify thus much. 


| Cor, 16. Y4e 


Which rule were it obferved, if we. 


-- fhould never fpeak ill otherwife then 
out of charity, furely moft Ill-fpeaking 
would be cut off; moft, I fear, of our. 
Oe ee Y tattling 
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tattling about others, muchof our gof- 
fipping would be marr’d. | 
_ Indeed fo far from bitter or four our 
language fhould be,. that it ought to 
Prov. 13.26, be. {weet and pleafant ; fo far from: 
816-24 rough and harfh, that it (hould be cour- 
teous and obliging ; fo far from fignify- 
ing wrath, ill-will, contempt, or ani-. 
mofity, that it fhould expreffle tender 
affeGtion, good efteem , fincere refpec 
toward our brethren 3 and be apt to 
produce the like in them toward us: 
~ the fenfe of them fhould be gratefull to 
the heart 5 the very found and accent 
of them fhould be delightfull to the 
Rom. 15.2 ear. Bwery one fhould pleale his neigh- 
4Cor.10.33: Lour for his good to edification. Our 
Col, 4.6. words fhould ahvays be ex yapim, with 
oe grace, feafoned with falt 5 they fhould 
Charita-—~ have the grace of courtefie, they fhould 
snitis gt,cim De {eafoned with the fale of difcretion, 
blanditur {0 as tobe {weet and {avoury to the hea- 
Simplex ef? vers Commonly ill language is a cer- 
pié folet fa . : : Noes cts 
vire, fine dolo tain fign. of ward enmity and Hl-will, 
-inulceres pa- Good-will is wont to fhew it fin 
trenter novit ° ocr 
irafei, bumi. ZOO terms 5 it cloatheth even its 
liter indigna- orief handfomely , and its difpleafure 
2. catrieth favour in its face: its rigour ia 
; civil and gentle, temper'd with. pity, for 
the faults anderrours which it diflikech, 
: : with 
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with the defire of their amendment and 
recovery whom it reprehendeth. It 
would infli& no more evil then is ne- 
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ceflary ; it would cure its Neighbour’s © 


difeafe without exafperating his pati- 
ence, troubling his modefty, or im- 
pairing hiscredic. As it always jud- 
geth candidly, fo it never candemneth 
extremely. | 


I}. But fo much for the explication 
of this Precept, and the directive part 
of our difcourfe. I fhall now brief- 


ly propound fome inducements tothe | 


obfervance thereof. | | 
1. Let usconfider,that nothing more 


then railing and reviling is oppofite to. 


the nature,and inconfiftent with the te- 
nour of our Religion; the which (as even 


a Heathen did obferve of It) Ammian. Marcell. 


nih nilt jnfiune fiadet, Gr le- Lingua chriftum confeffa 


ue, doth. recgmmend nothing oe — pent ‘ gf 


but what 6 very juft andmild: tisitys erfirepens andia- 


which propoundeth the prac- tar. Cypr. de Unit. Eccl. 


Conuictis c» maledt fis 


tices of Charity, Meckneile, quefo. vos abftinete 5 quia 


Patience., Peaceablenelie , neque maledici regnum Det 


th ty. _ confequentur. 5 o> lingua 
Moderation , Equity., Ala ees ee 


crity or good hymour, SWS. incelumis o pura cum fuo 
principal laws, and, decla- Aone fervanda eft. Cypre 


the — 


stl, them the chief fiuits of * 7 
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the Divine Spirit, and Grace : which 


chargeth us to curb and compofe all our 
Paffions ; more particularly to reftran 


and repreffe Anger, Animofity, Envy, 


& Pet. 4. 8 


Rial. 64. 3. 


Malice, and fuch like difpofitions, as _ 
the fruits of carnality and corrupt lutt: 
which confequently drieth up all the 
fources, or dammeth up the fluces of | 
bad language. As it doth above al 
things oblige usto bear no ill-will in 
our hearts, fo it chargeth us to vent 
none with our mouths. 

2. It istherefore often exprefly con- 
demned and prohibited as evil. *Tis 
the property ofthe wicked, a character 
of thofe who work iniquity, to whet | 
their tongues like a fword, and bend 
their bows to fhoot their arrows, even 
bitter words, = i. | 

3. No practice hath more fevere pu- 
nifhments denounced to it then. this. 


‘The Railer (and it is indeed a very 
proper and fit punifhment for him, he 


i Cor. $11. 


being exceedingly-bad company) isto — 
be banifhed out of all good Society; 
thereto S. Pau! adjudgeth him: [ have 
( faith he) ow written unto you, not 
to keep company, if any man that is cal- 


ded a brother be a fornicatour, or cove- 
tous, ov an idolater, or 4 Railer, or a 


drun- 
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drunkard, or an extortioner, with fuch 
an one not to eat. Ye fee what compa- 
ny the Railer hath in the Text , and 
with what a crew of people he is cou- 
pled: but no good company he is al- 
lowed other-where; every good Chri- 
{tian fhould avoid him asa blot, anda | 
peft of converfation : and finally he is Hinc intetti- 
fure to be excluded from the blefled £r¢ pebianus 
‘Society above in Heaven ; for * —wei- fags cenit. 
y above tn lS | fit Co pernici- 
ther thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, fa maledic- 
: ; : tio, quando, 
nor Revilers, nor extortioners fhall inhe- eriumf alia - 
rit the Kingdom of God: and, || Without bona adfue- 
(without the heavenly city) are Dogs, reese iri 
(faith S.Fohx in his Revelation, ) that is, satv. de Gu- 
thofe chiefly, who out of currith {pite 2” Det 
or malignity do frowardly bark at their + i, ie 
Neighbours, or cruelly bite them with || Apoc. 22. 
reproachfull language. _ 
4. If we look upon fuch languagein 
its own nature , what is it but a fym- 
ptome ofa foul, a weak, a difordered 
and diftempered mind? ’Fis the fmoak 
of inward rage and malice : ‘tis a ftream 
that cannot iffue from a {weet {pring : 
‘tis a {torm, that cannot blufter out of 
—acalm region. Ihe words of the pure Prov. ts. 26. 
are pleafant words, as the Wife-man 
faith. 2 


“ 1P 


s. This 


Te 
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-s, This practice doth plainly fignify 


~ Jow fpirit, tl breeding, and bad mian- 


ners 5 and thence mifbecometh atiy 
wifé, any horieft, any honourable péet- 
fon. It agreeth to Children , who até 
unapt , 4fid unaccuftomed to deal ti 
matters confiderable, to {quabble 5 to_ 
Women of meaneft rank , (apt by na- 
ture, ot cuftome, to be ttanfported 
with paffioti, ) to fcold. In our mio- 
dern languages it is termed ViZany, ai 
being proper for ruftick Boors, or men 
of courfeft education and employment; 


who, having tHeir minds debaféd by 


being converfant in meaneft affaits, do 
vent their forry paflions, and bicket 
about their petty concernments, in 
fuch {trains ; who alfo, being not ¢a- 
pable of a fair reputation, or fenfible 
of difgrace to themfelves, do little va- 
tue the credit of others, or éate fot 
afperfing it. But fuch language is un- 
worthy of thofé perfons, and cannot 
eafily be drawn ftom them, who are 
wont to exercifé their thoughts about 
nobler matters, who are verfed in af- 


~ fairs manageable onely by calm delibe- 


ration and fair perfiafion, not by tm- 
petuous and provocative rudenefle; thé 
which do never work otherwife upon 

mafeu- 
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 mattuline fouls, then fo as to procure 


difdain, and refiftence. Such perfons, 
knowing the benefit of a good name, 
being wont to poflefle a good repute, 
prizing their own credit as a confidera- 
ble good, will never be prone to be- 
reave others of the like by opprobri- 
ous fpeech. A noble enemy will ne- in quo admi. 


ver {peak of his enemy in bad terms. . "477 foleo gra. 
titatem (x 


4a.  .. . jaftitiam & 
fapientiar rat » qui nunquam nifi bonorificentifime Pompeium ape 
peat. Cic. pift. Tom. 6. 6. 


We may farther confider,that all wife, 
all honeft, all ingenuous perfons have an 
averfation from ll {peaking, and cannot 
entertain it with any acceptance or 
complacence ; that onely ill-natured, 
unworthy and naughty people are its 
willing auditours, or do abett it with 
applaufe. The good man, in the 15. 
Pfalm , xox accipit opprobrium , doth Pial. 13.3. 
not teke up, Ot accept, 4 reproach againft 
is neighbour : but A wicked doer (faith prov, 49, 4 
the Wife-man) gzveth heed to falfe lips, 


and atliar giveth ear to a naughty tongue. 
_ And what reafonable man will doe that 
_ which is difpuftful to the wife and 
good, is gratefull onely to the foolith 


and bafer fort of men? I pretermit , 
/ | that 
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f ee 
that ufing this fort of language doth 
Ics always incapacitate a man for to benefit his 
a eamentiot Neighbour, and defeateth his endea- 
ill-will, yours for his edification, difparaging a 
easier good caufe, prejudicing the defence of 
diftat, nifioc- truth , obftructing the effets of good 
cafiones _,, inftruction, and wholfome reproof 3 - 
ee as we did before remark and declare, 
Farther, a 7 foe 
8. He that ufeth this kind of fpeech © 
doth, as harm and trouble others, {0 
create many great inconveniencies and 
mifchiefs to himfelf thereby. Nothing — 
fo enflameth the wrath of men, fo pro- © 
voketh their enmity, fo breedeth lafting 
hatred and fpite, as do contumelious 
ae words. They are often * called fivords 
Job 5.21. and arrows; and as fich they pierce 
Prov. 1218. deeply, and caufe moft grievous {marts 
- fpeaketh like Which men feeling are enraged, and ac- 
the piercings cordingly will {trive to |] requite them 


of afword. be te, . BRA aa all ot 
Phale7. 4. 2 the like manner, and 1n all other ob 


rhe jroward and he is fufficiently punifhed ‘for. this 

rongue foalbe dealing, No mah can otherwifé then’ 
cut out, 

Prov. 16.21, , : : . eae a 

= ufage from him; whom he is —, 

of 


er 
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of having fo abufed. Whence, if not _ 
ju(tice; or charity toward others; yet 
love ; and pity of our felves, fhould 
perfuade us to forbear it as difquietfull, 
ticommoadious, and mifthievous to uss 
. We. fhould tndeed certainly enjoy 
much love, much concotd, much qui+ 
et, we fhould live in great fafety and - 
fécurity, we fhould be exempted from 
much care and fear, if we would. re+ 
{train our felves from abufing and offen- 
ding our Neighbour in this kind: being 
confcious of fo juft and innozent de- 
_ meanour toward him, we fhould cons 
verfe with him in a’ pleafant freedom 
and confidence, not fufpecing any bad 
languageor ill ufage fromhimn. 

9. Hence with evidently-good tea- 
fo; is he that ufeth fuch language cal- 
led a Fool, and he that abftaineth from —- . rrr 
itis commended as wife. A fool’s lips POT 
enter into contention, and his mouth cal-~ 
leth for ftrokes. A fool's mouth is his 
defirnction, and bis,lips ave the frdre of —— 
his foul. Ee that refraineth his tongue is Prov. to. 19 
wife. In the-tongue of the wife i health, Prov.12. 18s 
He that keepeth bis lips keepeth his life : Prov. 33 3¢ 
‘but he that openeth. mide his - mouth : 
- €that is, in evil-(peaking, gaping with 
¢lamour and vehemency ) foal! have de- 

mS N ft ructions 
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Ecclesio2. frution. The words of a wife man’s 
_ mouth are graciows : but the lips of a 
Prov. 18.21. fool will fallow up bimfélf. Death and 
life are in the power of the tongue 5 and 
they that love it hall eat the fruit thereofs 
that is, of the one or the other, an- 
fwerably to the kind of fpeech they 
chufe. | | 

. In fine, very remarkable is that ad- 
vice, of refolution of the grand point 
‘concerning the beft way of living hap- 
pial. 34-12, pily, in the Pfalmift : What man is be 
13 that defireth life, and loveth many days, 
that he may fee good ? Keep thy tongue 
from evil and thy lips from {peaking guile. 
Abftinence from ill fpeaking he feemeth 
to propofe as the firft ftep toward the 

fruition of a durably-happy life. | 
to. Laftly , we. may confider, that 
it is a grievous perverting the defignof 
Speech, (that excellent faculty, which 
fo much diftinguifheth us from, fo 
highly advanceth us above other’ crea- 
tures, ) to ufe itto the defaming and 
difquieting our Neighbour. It was 
given us as an inftrument of beneficial 
commerce, and delectable converfati- 

on; that with it we might affift and 

advife, might chear and comfort one 

another : we therefore in employing it 
| to 


— The Fourth Sermon. 179 
to the difgrace, vexation, dammage, or * Mutos na. 
prejudice in any kind of our Neigh- fe tee 
. bc d f, 1 b { oe di d : nt ratione 

our, do foully abule it5 and io doing, fatius fuiffer, 
tender our {elves indeed worfe then ei eta 
dumb beafts: for, * better far it were rain ae 
that we could fay nothing, then that.4” perniciem 
we fhould {peak ill. Guide. 

| be & 12.1. 

Now the God of grace and peace—. Heb. 13. 
wake us perfed in every good work to doe 29s 2% 
his will, working in us that which is well- - 
pleafing in bis fight, through Fefus Chrift 5 
to whone be glory for ever and ever. . 
Amen. | - 
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- PROV. ro. 18. 
He that uttereth S lander is a F. ool, 


| Gu Deelamations againft Vice 


r and Sin are indeed excellently — 


' .ufefull, as reuzing men to con- 
fider'and look about them: but they 
do often want effet, becaufe they 
onely raife confufed apprehenfions of 
things, and indeterminate propenfions 
to action; the which ufually, before 
men throughly perceive or refolve 
‘what: they fhould pradife, do decay 
and vanifh. Ashe that cries out fire 
doth ftir up people, and.infpireth them 
with a kind of hovering tendency eve- 
ry way 5 yet no man thence to purpofe 


moveth, ‘untill he be diftinétly infor- — 


med where the mifchief is 3 then do 
they, who apprehend themfelves con- 


cerned, run haftily to oppofe it : So, - 


N3 till 


ore re rrr ty 
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till we particularly difcern where our 
offences lie, (till we diftin@ly know . 
the hainous nature and the mifchievous 
confequences of them,) we {carce will 
effectually apply our felves ta correct 
them. Whence it is requifite, that men 
fhould be particularly acquainted with 
their fins, and by proper arguments be 
diffuaded from them. 

In order whereto I have now felec- 
ted one fin to defcribe, and. diffuade 
from, being in nature as vile, and in 
practice ‘as common, as any other what- 
ever that hath prevailed amang men. 
It is Slander, a fin, which in all times 
and places hath been epidemical and 
rife ; but which efpecially doth feem 
to-reign and rage in our Age and Coun- | 
trey. | 7 

There are principles innate to men, 
which ever have, and ever will incling 
them to this offence. Eager appetites 
to fecular and fenfual .goods 3 violent 
paffions, urging the profecution of what 
men affect; wrath and difpleafure a- 


- gainft thofe who ftand in the way of 


compafiing their defires; emulation and 
envy toward thofe who hap to fycceed 
better, or to attain a greater fhare in 
fuch things; exceffive felflove; uns 

 accoune 
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accountable malignity and vanity, are 
infome degrees connatural to all men, 


and ever prompt them to this dealing, 
_ asappearing the moft efficacious, com- 


pendious and eafie way of fatisfying 
fuch appetites, of promoting fuch de- 
fins, of difcharging fuch paflions. 


Slander thence hath always been a — 


principal: engine , whereby covetous, 
ambitious, envious, ill-natured and vain 
petfons have ftrove to fupplant their 


' competitours, and advance themfelves 5 


meaning thereby to procure, what they 
chiefly prize and like, wealth, or dig- 


nity, or reputation, favour and power | 
in the court, refpec& and intereft with 


the people. | 

. But from efpecial caufes our Age 
peculiarly doth abound in this practice: 
for, befides the common difpofitions in- 
clining thereto, there are conceits new- 


Jy coined, and greedily entertained by 


many, which feem purpofély levelled 
at the difparagement of Piety, Charity, 


_and Juftice, fubftituting Intereft in the 


room of Confcience, authorizing and 


eommending, for good and wile, all 


ways ferving to private advantage. 


There are implacable diffenfions, fierce © 


animofities, and bitter zeals {prung up5 
N 4 there 
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there is an extreme curiofity, nicenefle, 
and delicacy of judgement ; there is a 
mighty affectation of feeming wife and — 
witty by any means 5 there Is a great 
unfettlement of mind, and corruption 
of manners, generally diffufed over 
people: from which fourees it is no 
wouder that this floud hath fo over- 
flown, that no banks’ can reftrain it, 
no fences are able to refift it 3 fo that 
ordinary converfation is full with it, 
and no demeanour can be fecure from 
it. | 

If we do mark what is done 1n many 
(might I not fay, in moft >) companies, 
what is it, but one telling malicious 
{tories of, or faftning odious characters 
upon another? What do’ men com- 
monly pleafe themfelves in fo much, 
as in carping and harfhly cenfuring, ‘in 
defaming and abufing their Neighbours? 
Is it not the {port and divertifement of 
many, to’ caft dirt in the faces of all 
they meet with ; ‘to befpatter any mai 
with foul imputations? Doth not in 
every corner a Momus lurk, front the 
venome ‘of whofe fpitefull or petulant 
tongue no eminency of rank, dignity 
of place, or facredneffe of office, ne 
innocence or integrity: of life, no — 
BS et roe dom 
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dom or citcumfpectien in behaviour, 
no good nature, or benignity in dea 


ling and carriage, can prote& any pers 


fon ? Do not men aflume to themfelves 
a liberty of telling Romatices, and fra- 
ming characters concerning their Neigh- 
bour, as fteely as a Poet doth about 
Heétor or Turns, Therfites or Draucns 2 
Do they not ufurp a power of playing 
with, of tofling about, of tearing in 
pieces their Neighbour’s good name, as 
af it were the verieft toy in the world > 
Do not many, having a form of godli- 


a 


neffe, (feme of'them demurely, others — 


confidently, both without any fenfe of, 
or rémorfe for what they doe,) back- 
bite their brethren? Is it not grown fo 
common a thing to afpeifé caufelefly, 
that no man‘ wonders at it, that few 
diflike, that f{carce any deteft it ? that 
moft notorious Calumniatours are heard, 
not eriely with patience, but with plea- 
fure 5 yea are even held in vogue and 
- reverence, as men.of a notable talent, 
and very ferviceable to their party? 
— {6 that Slander feemeth to have loft its 
nature, and not to be now an odious 
fin, but a fafhionable humour, a way 
of pleafing entertainment, a fine knack, 
or curious feat of policy ; fo that ne 

ome © | nai 
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ee os Oh ee 


18g 


186 | E 


The Fifth Sermon. 


man at leaft taketh himfelf or others to. 
be accountable for what is faid in this 


way ? Is not, in fine, the cafe become 


_fach, that whoever hath in him any > 


lave of truth, any fenfe of juftice or — 
honefty, any fpark of charity toward 


_ his brethren, fhall hardly be able to fa- 


Jer. 9. 2,3. 
& 6.28. 
Ezek. 22,9. 


tisfie himfelf in the converfations he 
meeteth 5 but. will be tempted, with 
the Holy Prophet, to wifh himfelf fe- - 
queftred from fociety, and caft into fo- 
litude 3 repeating thofe words of his, 
Ob that I had in the wilderueffe a lod- 
ging-place of way-faring men, that I 
might leave wy people,and go frou them: 
for they are— an affenzbly of treacherous 
wen, and they bend their tongues like 
their bow for lies 2 This he wifhed in an 


Age fo refembling ours, that I fear the 


| Jer. 9. 45 55 


- themfelves to comeusit iniquity. 


defcription with equal patnefle may 
fate both: Take ye heed (faid he then, 
and may we not advife the like now?) 


every one of bis neighbour, and truft ye 


not in any brother : for every brother 
will utterly Jupplant., ana every neighbour " 
will walk mith fanders, They will dew — 
ceive every oue his neighbour, and wilh 
wot fpeak the truth: they have taught 
their tongue to fpeak Les, and weary 


~ Such 


Oe gS eae 
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Such being the ftate of things, obvious 
to experience, no difcourfe may feem 
more needfull, or ufefull, then that 
which ferveth to correc or check this- 
practice : the which I fhall endeavour 
todoe, 1. by defcribing the Nature, | 
2. by declaring the Folly of its or 
fhewing it to be very true which the 
Wife-man here aflerteth, He that utte- 
reth Slander is a Fool. The which par- 
‘ticulars T hope fo to profecute, that a- 
ny man fhall be able eafily to difcern, 
and ready heartily to deteft this practice. 


I. For explication of its Nature, we 
may defcribe Slander to be the uttering 
falfe Cor equivalent to falfe, morally 
falfe) {peech againft our Neighbour, 
in prejudice to his fame, .his fafety, his * Exed. 20. 
welfare, or concernment in any kind, eas er 
out of malignity, vanity, rafhnefs, ill « judo. 
nature, or bad defign. That which is in 3 Pe. 2.1 
Holy Scripture forbidden and reproved g 138 i 
under feveral names and notions; of *Levit.19.16. 
* bearing falfe witneffé,» falfe accufation, }'° ig 
© xailing cenfure, 4 fycophantry, * tale- 'Prov.16.28. 
bering,  whifering © backing, fie Be 2, 
plautinug, * taking up reproach: which « pfalizs. 3 
terms fome of them do fignifie the na- Rom. 1. 30. 
ture, others denote the {pecial kinds, . ei ae 
| others 
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| others imply the maners, others fuggeft 
the ends of this practice. But it feemeth . 
moft fully intelligible by obferving the 
feveral kinds and degrees thereof 5 as 
alfo by reflecting on the divers ways 
and manners of praftifing it. © © 
“The principall kinds thereof I ob- 
ferve to be thefe.  ~ BT 
* q. The groffeft kind of Slander is 
that which tn the Decalogue is called 
Bearing falfe teftimony againft our neigh 
bour 3 that ts, flatly charging him with 
fads the which he never committed, 
and is no wife guilty of. Asin the 
cafe of Naboth, when men were fub- 
aKing.2ra3. Orned to fay, Naboth did blafpheme God 
and the King : and as was David's 
Pfal. 35. 1% cafe, when he thus complained, Fale 
—< " " witneffes did rife up, they laid to my 
charge things that I knew not of. This 
kind in the higheft way (that is, in ju-. 
dicial proceedings ) is more rare; and — 
of all men, they who are deteéed to 
practife it, are held moft vile and infa- 
mous; as being plainly the moft per- 
nicious and perillous inftruments of in- 
juttice, the moft defperate enemies’ of 
all mens right and fafety that canbe. 
But alfo out of the Court there’ are 
many Knights errant of the poft, whofe 
me | bufinefs 
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bufineS it is to run about {cattering 
falfe reports 5 fometimes loudly pro-— 
claiming them in open companies , 
fometimes clofely whifpering them in 
dark corners; thus infecting converfa- 
tion with their poifonous breath: © 
thefe no leffe notorioufly are guilty of 
this kind, as bearing always the fame 
malice, and fometimes breeding as ill 
eet = 

2. Another kind is, Affixing fcanda-— 
fous names, injurious epithets, and odi- 
_ ous characters upon perfons, which 
they deferve not... As when Corzh and Num. 16. 
his complices did accufe Mo/es of being 3 13> 14 
ambitious, unjuft, and tyrannical: when 
the Pharifées called our Lord an Im- John 19.7,21 
poftour, a Blafphemer, a Sorcerer, a ae rig 
Glutton and Wine-bibber, an Incendi- & 12. rg 
ary, and Perverter of the people, one Mat. 1515 
that fpake again? Cafar, and forbad to gi, 
give tribute s when the Apoftles were John 19. 12. 
charged of being * peftilent, turbulent, 1% 23,%'., 
fadious and {editious fellows. This & 24-5: 
fort being. very common, and thence a3 
in ordinary repute not fo bad, yet in .... 
juft eftimation may be judged even -~ 
worfe then the former; as doing to 
our Neighbour more heavy and more 
itreparable wrong, For it oe 
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him really more blame, arid that fuch 
which he ean hardly fhake off: becauft 
the charge fignifieth habit of evil, and 
includeth many atts; then, being ee 
neral and indefinite, can {carce be dif: 
proved. He, for inftance, that calleth 
a fober man Drunkard, doth impute to 
him many atts of fuch intemperance ; 
(fome really paft, others. probably fu- 


_ ture) and no particular time or placed — 


being {pecified, how can a man clear 
himfelf of that imputation, efpecially 


_ with thofé who ate not througtily 


nays 
oa, 
/? ,: 


At nos virtu- 
tes ipfas in- 
vertimus, 
atque 
Sincerum cu- 
pimus vas in- 
cruftare. pro- 
bus quis 


acquainted with his converfation 2 So 
he that calleth a man unjuit, proud; 
petverfé, hypocritical, doth load Hitt 
Dwith moft grievous faules, which itis 
not poffible that the moft innocent per 
fon fhould difcharge himfelf from. 
3. Liketo that. kind is this, Afperfing 
a man’s actions with harfh cenfures, air 
foul terms, importing that they proceed 
from ill principles,or tend to bad ends} 
fo, as it doth not, or cannot appext. 
Thus when we fay of hirh that is vetie- 
roufly hofpitable, that he is profile ; 
of him that is prudently frugal, that he 
is niggatdly ; of hith that is chearfill 
and free in his converfation, that hei 
vain or loofé 3 of him that is _— 
_ an 
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and refolute in a good way, that he is Nobifcum vi. | 


° ; . é . 
fullen or morofe 5 of him that is con= of demifius 


fptcuous and brisk in vertuous practice, bom. illi 


_ that it is ambition or oftentation which 74 %1- 


Saath : : men pinguis 
acts him; of him that is clofe and bafh- dams, Be. 
fallin the like good way, that it is oPtimé. Hor, 
{r ki 3 1d3 f {i e e@ 5 Serm. I. 3- 
neaking ftupidity, or want of {pirit 5 viz, siden. 


_ of him that 1s referved, that it is craft 5 Apoll. 


of him that is open, that it is fimplicity 


_ in him: when weafcribe a man’s libe- 


rality and charity to vain-glory, or po- 
pularity 5 his ftridtneffe of life, and 
conftancy in devotion, to fuperftition, 
or hypocrifie. When, I fay, we pafle 
fuch cenfures, or impofe firch characters 
on the laudable or mnocent practice of 
our Neighbours, we are indeed Slan- 
derers, imitating therein the great Ca- 
lumniatour, who thus did flander even 
God himfelf} imputing his prohibition 
of the Fruit unto envy toward men 5; 
(God, faid he, doth know, that in the Gen. 3. 5 


| day ye eat thereof, your eyes fhall be ope- 
ned, and ye fhall be as Gods, krowing 
good and evil ;)) Who thus did afcribe 


the {teddy Piety of Job, not to a confci- | 
encious love and fear of God, but to 


policy, and felfith defign, Doth Fob Job 1.9- 
fear God for nought 2 vill & 2» 4s 


| Who- 
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’ Whoever indeed pronounceth cons 
eerning his Neighbour’s intentions o- 


_ therwife then as they are evidently ex- 
prefled by words, or fignified by overt 


actions, is a Slanderer 3 becaute he pre- 


—tendeth to.know, and dareth to averr; 


that which he no-ways. poffibly can 
tell whether it be true 3 becaufe the 
heart is exempt from all jurtfdiction 
here, is onely. fubjet to the govern: 
ment and trial of another world ; be: 
canfe- no man can judgé concerning | 
the truth of fuch accufations 5° rar | 


‘no man can exempt, or defend himfelf 


from them: fo that apparently fuch 


_ practice doth thwart all courfe of ju- 


fer. 23.36. 


ftice and equity, = es 
4. Another kind is, Perverting a 
man’s words - or actions difadvantage- _ 


_ oufly by affected mifconftruction; ., All 


Tide med) ue 
— Sgs Mo xa- 


words are ambiguous, and capable of 


different fenfes, (fome fair, fome more 


foul;} all actions have two handles, 
one that candour and charity will, an-— 
other that diftngenuity and fpite:- may 
lay hold on: and in fach éafes, to mit - 
apprehend is a calumnious procedure, | 
arguing. malignant difpofition and mif- 
¢hievous defign. Thus when two men 
did witnefle, that our Lord affirmed; 
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he could demolifh the temple, and rear it Ma. 26.60, 
again in three days5 although he did. | 
indeed {pealk words to that purpofe, pomaen ye 
meaning them in a figurative fenfe , 

( difcernible enough to thofe who 
- would candidly have minded his drift 
_-and way of {peaking 5) yet they who. | 
ctudely alleged them againft him are-pial. 56.§. _ 
called falfe witnefles. (At laf, Gith Fuerte 
the Gofpel, came two falfe witneffes, and si 
 faid, This fellow faid, Iam able to de- Mar. ub 
firoy the temple, &c..) Thus alfo when fpr | 
fone certified of S. Stephe, as having 7 
faid, that Fefws of Nazareth fhould de- A&. 6.135 
ftroy that place, and change the cuftomes '* 
that Mofés delivered; although proba- 
_ bly he did fpeak words near to that 
purpofe, yet are thofe men called falfe | 
witnefles:: Avd (faith S. Luke) they fet 
up falfé witneffes, which faid, This man 
ceafeth not to {peak bla{phentous words ,&c. 
| Which inftances plainly do thew, if 
we would avoid the guilt of Slander, 
how catefull we fhould be to interpret 
fairly and favourably the words and-the 
ations ofour Neighbour. | - 
: 5. Another fort of this practice 1s, 
Partial and lame reprefentation of mens 
difcourfe, or their praGice; fuppreffing 
{ome part of the truth in them, or con 
: | cealing 


194 


-cealing fome circumftances about them, 


The F ifth Sermon. . 


.. which might ferve to explain, to ex- 


cufe, or to extenuate them. In fucha 


manner eafily, without uttering any 
Logical untruth, one may yet grievout- 
ly calumniate. Thus fuppofe that a- 
man fpeaketh a thing upon fuppofition, 
cor with exception, or in way of ob- 
jeQion, or meerly for difputation fake, 


in order to the difcuffion or clearing of 


truth; he that fhould report him affer- 
ting it abfolutely, unlimitedly, pofitive- 


Jy and peremptorily, as his own fettled 


judgment, would notorioufly calum- 


—-piate. Ifone fhould be inveagled by 


fraud, or driven by violence , or flip 
by chance into a bad place, or bad com- 
pany ; he that fhould fo reprefent the 
gtofie of that accident, as to breed an 
opinion of that perfon, that out of pure 
difpofition and defign he did put him- 


- felfthere, doth flanderoufly abufe that 


innocent perfon. The reporter in fuch 
cafes muft not think to defend himfelf 
by pretending that he fpake nothing 


_ falfe 5 for fuch propofitions, however _ 


true in Logick, may juftly be deemed 
lies in morality, being uttered witha 
malicious and deceitfull (that is, with 
a calumnious) mind, being apt to im: 

| - prefie 
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preffe falfe conecits, and to produce 
hurtfull effets concerning our Neigh- 
bour. There are flanderous truths, as 
well as flanderous falfhoods : when 
truth is uttered with a deceitful] heart, 
anid to a bafe end, it becomes a lie. He Prov. 12.17. | 
that fpeaketh truth, faith the Wife-man) : 
fheweth forth righteonfneffe : but 2 alle | 
witneffe, deceit. Deceiving is the pro- 

- per work of Slander; and truth abufed 
‘to that end putteth on its nature, and 
will engage into like guilt. : 

6, Another kind of Calumny is, by 
‘Feftilling fly feggeftions 5 which al- 
_.though they do not downrightly affere 
falfhoods, yet they breed finifter opi- 
nions in the hearers; efpecially inthofé 
who,from weaknefle or credulity, from 
jealoufie or prejudice, from negligence 
Or inadvertency, are prone to entertain — : 
them. Thisisdone many ways by pro- Vid. Herm: 
pounding wily fuppofitions, fthrewd 50"9 pre ' 
| Infinations, crafty queftions, and {pe- obferves, 
cjous comparifons, intimating a poffi- that the De 
bility, or inferting {ome likelihood of, hisremprati- 
_ and thence inducing to believe the fad. ons inrer. 

Doth not (faith this kind ofSlanderer) Pith. tee 
hig temper incline him to doe thus ? vingto ren- 
aay mot his intereft have {wayed him eee 
thereto? had he not fair opportunity bl. 
| | O2a and 
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* excufando 
exprobraret. 
Tac. Ann. 1, 
fo 10. 
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and ftrong temptation to it? hath he 
not a&ted fo in like cafes? Judge you 
therefore whether he did itnot.. Thus © 
the clofe Slanderer argueth; and a 
weak or prejudiced perfon is thereby 

fo caught , that he prefently 1s ready 

thence to conclude the thing done. A- 
gain ; He doeth well, (faith the Syco- 
phant) it is true; but why, and to ° 
what end? Isit not, as moft men do, 
out of ill defign> may he not diffemble — 
now? may he not recoil hereafter ? 
have not others made as fair a fhow?yet_ 


~ we know what came of it. Thus do 


calumnious tongues pervert the judg- 
ments of men to think ill of the moft 
innocent, and meanly of the worthieft 
actions, Even commendation it felf is 
often ufed calumnioufly, with intent 
to breed diflike and ill-will. toward a 
perfon commended in envious or jea- 
lous eats; or fo as to give paflage to 
difpraifes , and render the accufations 
following more credible. °Tis an arti- 
fice commonly obferved to be much in. 
ufe there, where the fineft tricks of — 
fupplanting are practifed, with greateft 
effect; fo that, pelfimum inimicorum 
genus, laudantes 3 there is no more pe- 
ftilent enemy, then a * malevolent = 
‘ cr. 
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fer. - All thef kinds of dealing, as they Kesé ne 
iffue from the principles of Slander, and «pn7m re- 


. — its work, fo they defervedly dod sr 


) Riko a Borns 
ear the guilt thereof. | “ahah Lipo 


- + 2 7 euvsy]as AualyERK TEs mmr. Palys ib 4: 
_ y- A like kind isthatof Oblique and 
coyert reflexions; when aman doth not 
_-dire€tly or exprefly charge his Neigh- 
-bour with faults, but yet fo fpeaketh, 
that he is underftood, or reafonably pre- 
fumed to doe it. This is a very cunning 
and very mifchievous way of Slandering;, 
for therein the fculking Calumniatour 
keepeth a referve for himfelf, and cut- 
- teth off from the perfon concerned the 
means of defence. Ifhe goeth toclear 
himfelf from the matter oF fuch afperfi- - 
ons: What need ( faith this infidious 
_ fpeaker ) of that >? muft I needs mean 
you 2? didI name you? why do you 
- then affume it to your felf ? do you 
not prejudge your felf guilty > . I did 
not, but your own Confcience it fee- 
~ meth doth accufe you. You are fo jea- 
lous and fufpicious , as perfons over- 
wife or guilty ufé to be. So meaneth 
this ferpent out of the hedge fecurely 
and unavoidably to bite his Neighbour ; 
and is in that refpect more bafe and 
an % 0 3 more 
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"more burefall then the moft flat and po- 
fitive Slanderer. | —e 


8. Another kind is that of Magnify. 


ing and aggravating the faults of others 5 


- yaifing any fmall mifcarriage into a hai-: 


Marr. Fo 3 


nous crime, any flender defect into an 
Odious vice, and any common. Infirmi- 
ty into a ftrange enormity 5 turmigg a 
fitiall weote in the eye of Gur Neigh- 
bour irito ahuge beam, a little dimple 
in his face ifito a monftrous wen. This 
#s plainly Slander, at leaft in degree, and 
according tothe furplufage whereby the 
cenfure doth exceed the fault. As he 


that , upon the fore of a fmalt debr, 
doth extort a great fumme, is no Ieffe 
é.thief, in tegard to what amounts be- 
yond his due, then if without any pre- 
tence hehad violently or fraudulently 
feifed on it: fo.is hea Slanderer, that, 
by heightning faults or imperfections, 
doth charge his Neighbour with greater 
blame, or loads him with more difgrace 
then he deferves. “Fis not onely Slan- 
det to pick a hole where there ts none, 
but to make that wider whichis, fo that 
it appeareth, more ugly, and catmot {6 
edfily be mended. For Charity ts wont 
to extenuate faults, Jafticedoth never 


_éxaggerate them, As no man is exempt 


from 
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every man may be rendred very odious 

- andinfamou.  —s | 
g. Another kind of Slander is, Im- 
puting to our Neighbour’s practice , 
judgment , or profeffion, evil confe- 
quences ( apt to render him odious; 
or defpicable) which have no depen- 
dencé on them, or connexion with 
them. There do in every Age occirt 
diforders and mifhaps, fpringing from. 


_ Vattous complications of caufes, wor- 


king fome of them ina more open and 
- dif€ernible, others in a more fécret and 
fabtle way; (efpecially from Divine 
ro a and Providence checking or 
cha 


izing Sin: .) from fiuch occurren- 


cés it is common to {natch occafion and 
“tiatter of Calumny. Thofe who are 
difpofed this way, are ready perempto- 


tily to charge them upon whom-ever 


they diflike or diffent from, although 
_ Without any apparent caufe, or upon 
tiiof® fiivolous and fenféleffe pretences 5 
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from fomie defeés, or can live free from 
~ fome mifdemeanours; fo by this practice 


yea, often, when Reafon fheweth the _ 


quité coritrary , and they who are fo 
charged are in juft efteem of all men the 
léatt obrioxious to fach accufations. So. 
uftally the beft friends of mankind,, 

So OD“ thofé: 


wee ee 
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~ .  .  thofe who moft heartily wifh the peace - 
and profperity of the world, and moft 

- earneftly to their power {trive to pro- 
mote them, have all the difturbances 

and difafters happenmg charged on 
them by thofe fiery Vixovs, who (in 
purfuance of their bafe defigns, : or 
gratification of their wild pafitons ) re- 

ally do themfelves embroil things, and 

raife miferable combuftions in the world. 

So itis, that they who have the con- 
f{cience to doe mifchief, will have the 

_ confidence alfo to difavow the blame 

and the-iniquity, to lay the burthen of 

it on thofe who are moft innocent. — 
Thus, whereas nothing more difpofeth. 

men to live orderly and peaceably, no- 

thing more conduccth to the fettlement 

and fafety of the publick, nothing fo 

much draweth bleffings down from 
Heaven upon the Common-weal, as 

true Religion; yet nothing hath been 

more ordinary, then to attribute all 

the mifcarriages and mifchiefs that hap- 
pened, unto it : even thofé are laid at 

its door, which plainly do arife from 

the contempt or neglect of it; being 

the natural fruits, or the juft punifh- 

1 King.18, ments, of Irreligion. King Abab by 
HE forfaking God's commandments, and fal- 
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lowing wicked fuperftitions, had troz- _ 
bled Ifrael, drawing fore judgments and 
calamities thereon 5 yet had he the heart 
and the face to charge thofe events on 
the great affertour of Piety, Elias: Art 
thou he that troubleth Ifrael 2 The ews 
by provocation of Divine juftice had 
fet themfelves ina fair way toward de- 
folation and ruine ; this event to come 
they had the prefumption to lay upon 
the faith of our Lord’s doétrine : If Jon, a1. 48. 
, (faid they) we Jet him alone, all men | 
will believe on him , and the Romans 
fo2ll come, and take away our place and 
nation; wWwhenas, in truth, a compli- 
ance with his directions and admoniti- 
ons had been the onely means . to pre- 
vent thofe prefaged mifchiefs. And, $2 Tertull. 
Tibris afcenderit in menia, if any pu- 7?” 
blick calamity did appear, then Céri- 
ftianos ad Leones , Chriftians muft be 
charged and perfecuted as the caufés 
thereof. To them it was that Felian 
‘and other Pagans did impute all the 
concuffions, confufions, and devaftati- 
ons falling upon the Romane Empire. 
The*facking of Rome by the Goths they * chriftianis 
_ aft upon Chriftianity : for the vindi- timate 
ation of it from which reproach Saint mata queil- 


duftjz did write thofe renowned Books /#civitas per- 
a ne one tulit, Chrifte 
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imputant. 


De Civ. 
x. WT. gu. 
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de Civitate Dei. 
D.I--and moft innocent fort of men to be 


So liable are the bett 


They (faith calumnioufly accufed in this manner. 


that great 


Father) detract from the Chriftian times, and impute the evils which 
that city fuffered, unto Chrift. | | 


Another praatice (worthily bearin 


I] wedaese- the guilt of Slander) is, || being Aiding 
and acceflory thereto, by any-wife fur- 
thering , cherifhing , abetting it. He 

that by crafty fignifications of ill-will 


dtxiov ™H§ 
ss 1a b0ANSe 
 M. Ane. 


aie (en 


doth prompt the Slanderer to vent his 


_potfon 5 he that by a willing audience - 


and attention doth readily fuck it up, 
ot whogreedily fwalloweth it down by 


David, Pfal. Tér. 5. 


Whofo privily flandererh his 
neighbour, him wil I cut. 


off; Terov ¢SeS beonoy, bim 
have I driven away, {ay 
the LX x. 


Neque vero tla jutta eft 


excufatio, Referentibus a- 


bits injnriam facere nor 
poffum. Newmo trotto dudi- 


tori libenter refert. Sa- 


gitta in lapidem nunguam 
figitur 5 interdunt refiktens 


percusit divigentems Die | 


feat detraétor, dam te videt 
pon _libenter audive, now 


facile. det rahere, Hier, at: 


credulous approbation dnd 
affent; he that pleafingly re- 
lifheth and {macketh at it, or 
expreffeth a delightful! com: 


placence theretn ; as Reis a . 


partner in the fa&t , {0 ts he 
a fharet im the guilt. Fhere 


are not onely flanderous 


Throats, but flandereus Ears. 
alfo 5. not onely wicked In- 
ventions , which ingendet 
and brood lies, but wicked 
Affents, which hateh and 
fofter them. Not oriely the 


ceiveth, 


~  fpitefull Mother whieh cots 


. . Fhe F ifth ‘Sermon, 


- Geiveth fuch {purious brats, but the Mid= | 
wife that helpeth to bring chert fort, 


the Nurfe that feedeth them, the Guar- 
dian that traineth them up to maturity, 
and fetteth them forth to live in the 
world, as they do really contribute to 
their fubfiftence, fo defervedly they 


partake in the blanie due to them, and 
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tuft be refponfible for the mifchiefthe 


doe. 
frée eritertainers, flich nou- 
rifhers, ftich encouragers of 
them, Slanders commonly 
Would die in the womb, or 


rove ftill-born, or prefént-. 


y entring into the cold air 
Would’ expire, or for want 
of nourffhment foon would 


ftarve. It is fuch friends and — 


patrons of them who are the 
caufes that they are fo rife 5 
they it is who fet ill-natured, 
bafé and defigiing péople 
‘upon devifing, féarching af- 
ter, and pickitig up malici- 
ous ahd idle ftortes. Were 
ie not for fuch cuftomers, the 


For indeed were it not for fuc¢ 


Pofidonius relateth: of - 
S. Aaftim, that he had up- 
on:his table written thefe 


two verfes, ; 
| Quifqnis amat dictis aba — 


fentum rodere vitam,. 
Hanc menfam indignam.w- 

werit effe fibi : | 
( He that loveth by ill 


{peech to gnaw the,life-of 


thofe who ard abfenr, lec. 
hins know himfelf upwor- 
thy: to fitacthis rable; 
or, thae this table is. unfic 
for Hit : ) and if any there 
did ufe detraction, he was 
offended , and minded .. 
therh of thofe’ verfes , 
threaening alfo co. leave 
the table, and: withdraw 
to his chamber. Fofid 
Cap. 2.26 ° 


trade of Calumniating would fall. Many 


purfhe it meerly out of fervility and 


 Mattery, to tickle the ears, to footh the 
ne humour, 
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humour, to gratifie the malignant di- 
pofition, or ill-will of others; who | 
upon the leaft difcouragement would 
give over the practice. If therefore _ 
we would exempt our felves from all 
guilt of Slander, we muft not onely 
abftain.from venting it, but forbear to 
2 regard or countenance it: for, > He # 
Paes (faith the Wife-man ), a wicked doer, 
paras, Who giveth heed to falfe lips; and ali- 
Thou foalt net ar, Who giveth ear to a naughty tongue, 
‘ daa oe Yea, if we thoroughly would be clear 
falfe report, from it, we muft fhew an averfation _ 
faith te 2, om hearing it, an unwillingnefle to 
23. 3s believe it, an indignation againft it 5 
»Prov.17.4. fo either ftiflingitin the birth, or con- | 
wu itd fe demning it to death beinguttered. This © 
contva boc vi- is the fure way to deftroy it, and to” 
vit, at aud prevent its mifchief. If we would c¢ftop 
cum deirake. OU ears, We {hould {top the Slanderey’s 
pala mouth ; if we would refift the Calum- 
Celantiam, “tatour,be would fly from ws: if we would 
© Hedge thy yeprove him, we fhould repell him. For, — 
eee As 4 the xorth-wind driveth away rain, fo 
Ecclus 28. (the Wife-man tellethus) dothan angry 
rs RA countenance a backbiting tongue. : 
# Prov. 25. 23. "Ay udboov ci rgxivept in W Aalamoud sav pila 
Aoy HUES ATS Yrocpepiusde, watosyTen x abt TOTe TAS TOMNESS 
raims ownSsia, x5 SroeSwcoy rex 73 duudpryle, x) emuverovren werd 
TALTA H HUas WI, Se owTHEIS BTN yavoulus, K verre las draxn- 
ppeaory. Chryh’ Ardy. »’, / aan | | 
re y Thefe 


4 Ov aeee 


a 
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 Thefeé are the chief and moftcom- == 
mon kinds of Slander; and there are 
feveral ways of practifing them worthy 
our obferving, that we may avoid them; 
namely thefe. — | | 

1. The moft notorioufly-hainous way 
is, forging, and immediately venting _ 
ill ftories. As it is faid of Doeg, Thy pial. 52.2: 
tongue devifeth mifchief; and of another _ 
like companion , Thou giveft thy mouth Pia. go. 19. 
to evil, and thy tongue frameth deceit : 
and as our Lord faith of the Devil, 
When he fpeaketh a lie, cu 78 Sav AxAG, Joh. 8. 44. 
be fpeaketh of his owns, for. he is a liar, (Ela. 32. 7. ) 

and the father of it. ‘This palpably is 
the fupreme pitch of Calumny, unca- 
_ pable of any qualification or excufe: 
Hell cannot goe beyond this 5 the cur- 
fed Fiend himfelf cannot worfe employ 
- his wit, then in minting wrongfull falfe- 


. hoods. 


2. Another way is, receiving from 
others, and venting fuch ftories, which 

_ they who doe it certainly know,or may — 
 reafonably prefume to be falfe: the be- 

coming huckfters of counterfeit wares, * 
or factours in this vile trade. There is 
no falfe coiner, who hath not fome 
complices and emiflaries ready to 
take from. his hand, and put off. his 
7 - mony: 
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mony :‘and fuch Slanderers.at fecond — 
hand are {carce leffe guilty then the fist 
authours. He that breweth lies may 
have more wit and skill; but the broa- 
cher fheweth the like malice and wic- 
kedneffe. In this there 1sno great daf- 
ference between the great Devil, that 
frameth {candalous reports, and the lit- 
tle Imps, that run about and difperfe 
them. | | . 

3. Another way is, when one with- 
out competent examination, due weigh- 
ing, and juft reafon, doth admit, and 
{pread tales prejudicial to his Neigh- 
bour’s welfare ; relying for his warrant 
Cas to the truth of them ) upon any | 
flight or flender authority. This is a 
very common and current practice : 
men prefume it lawfull enough to fay 
over what-ever they hears to report — 
any thing, ifthey can quote an authour 
for it. Itis not, fay they, my inven- 
tion; I tell ic as I heard it: ft fides 
penes authorem 3 let him that informed 
me undergoe the blame, if it prove 
falfe. Sodothey conceive themfelves 
excufable for being the inftruments of 
injurious difprace and dammage to their 
Neighbours. But they greatly miftake 


therein: for as this practice commonly 


doth 
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doth arife from the fame wicked prin- 

ciples, at leaft in fome degree, and pro~ 

ducsth altogether the like mifchievous 

effects, as the wilfull devifing and con- 

-yeying Slander: fo it no leffe thwar- 

teth the rules of duty, and laws of e- 

quity 3 God hath prohibited it, and 

reafon dath condemn it. Thou fhalt Levie. 19.16, 

wot (faith God in the Law) goe up and _ 

dawn as a tale-bearer among thy people : Prov. 18 8. 

asa tale-bearer, (as Rachil, that is,) as ® 26 22. 
amerchant or trader in ill reports and 

{tories concerning our Neighbour , to 

his prejudice. Not onely the framin 

them, but the dealing in them hevcnd 

reafon or neceffity, is interdicted. And 

it is part of a Good man’s character in 

the 15. Pfalm , Now accipit opprobrium, | 
Fe taketh not up 4 veproach againft his pita. ss. 3, 

neighkour 5 that is, hedoth not eafily : 

entertain it, much leffe doth he effec- 

' tually propagate ic: and in our Text, 

Fe, itis faid, that uttereth Slander (not — 

onely he that conceiveth it) #* ¢ 

_ And in reafon, before exa trial and 
cognizance, to meddle with the fame 
nd intereft of another, is evidently a 
pradiice fall of iniquity, fuch as noman 
ean allow in bis own cafe, or brook be- 

| | — ing 
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ing ufed toward himfelf, without fud- . 


aig. 
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ging himfelf to be extremely abufed by _ 
fuch reporters. In all reafon and equi- 
ty, (yea in all difcretion,) before we 
yield credence to any report concer- 
ning our Neighbour, or adventure CO 


relate it, many things are carefully to 
_ be weighed and fcanned. We fhould 


concerning our Authour confider, whe- 


ther he be not a particular enemy, oF 


difaffeted to him; whether he be not 


_ ill-humoured, or a delighter in telling 


bad ftories; whether he be not difho- 
neft, or unregardfull of juftice in his 
dealings and difcourfé ;_ whether he be 
not vain, or careleffe of what he faith 5 
whether he be not light and credulous, 
or apt to be impofed upon by any {mall 
appearance ; Whether at leaft in the 
prefent cafe he be not negligent, or [00 


forward and rafh in fpeaking. We 


fhould alfo concerning the Matter re — 
ported mind, whether it be poffible, 
or probable; whether fatable to the 


difpofition of our Neighbour, to his 


principles, to the conftant tenour of 
his pra@ice ; whether the action im- 
puted to him be not liable to mifappre- 
henfion, or his’ words to mifconftrudt- 
on. All reafon and equity do, I ay, ; 
ne xa 
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exact from us, diligently to confider _ 
fuch things,before we do either embrace 
our felves, or tranfmit unto others an 
{tory concerning our Neighbour 5 left | 
unadvifedly we doe him irreparable 
wrong and mifchief: Briefly, we fhould 
take his café for our own, and confider 
whether we our felves fhould be con-— 
tent, that upon like grounds or tefti- 
‘monies any man fhould believe, or re- 
port difgracefull things concerning us. 
If we fail to doe thus, we do (vainly, 
or ratfhly, or malicioufly ) confpire 
with the Slanderer to the wrong of our 
innocent Neighbour; and that in the 
-Pfalmift (by a parity of reafon) may _ | 
_ be transferred to us, Tsou haft confented pfat, 50. 18. 
unto the Liat, end haft partaken with the 
authour of Calumny. | 
4. Of kin to this way 1s the affen- 
tng to popular rumours, and thence 
affirming matters of obloquy to our 
Neighbour. Every one by experience 
knows how eafily falfé news do rife, 
_and how nimbly they {catter themfelvess 
how often they are raifed from nothing, 
how {oon they from fmall {parks grow 
into a great blaze, how eafily from ore 
thing they are transformed into and- 
ther : efpecially news of this kind, 
P which 
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| which do fate and feed the bad humour 
of the vulgar. “Tis obvious to any 

man ‘how true that is of Tacrtus, how 
F Plebi mn | * void of confideration, of judgment, of 
veritas. tac. CQuity, the bufie and talking part of 
An. 16. mankind is. Whoever therefore gives 
Kin ef of- heed to flying tales, and thrufts him. 
go, nonratio, {elf into the herd of thofe who fptead 
nondifcrimen, them is either ftrangely injudicious, or 

non diligen- ~~ ae a 
tia—ex opi- Very malignant! difpofed. If he ‘want 
mercrveri. TO judgment, he carmot but know, 
tate pauca ju. that when he complieth with popular 
_ dicat.Cic. pre fame, it is meer chance that he doth 
ye, not flander, or tather it is odds that he 
sevetmat- fhall doe fo: he confequently fheweth 
lems ’xv himfelf to be indifferent whether ‘he 
Phocyl.  doeth it orno, or rather that he doth 
rhe cane encline to doe it : whence, not caring 
hina: tobe otherwife, or loving to be aSlan- 
veryword. derer; he in effect and juft efteem is 
fuch; having at leaft a {landerous heart 

and inclination. ‘He'that ‘puts it to the 

‘venture whether he lieth or no, doth 

co ipfo lie morally, as declaring no care 
Exod. 23+ 2, or love of truth. Dhow shalt not (fith 
the Law) follow 2 multitude to doe evil : 

and with like reafon we fhould not 
follow the multitude in fpeaking evil 

of our Neighbour. | | 


5; Ano- 
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. 3 Another flanderous courfe 1s, to. 
build cenfurres and reproachesupen flen- 


der conjetures , or uncertain fufpici- — 


Ons, (thole dzaaas zomeg!, evil furmi- 1 Tim. 6.42 


‘fs, which $. Paul condemneth. ) Of Matt. 9. 4+ 


thefe occafion can never be wanting to 
them who {eek them, or are ready to. 
embrace them 5 no innocence, no wife- 
dom can any-wife prevent them 3 and 
ifthey may be admitted as grounds of - 
defamation, no man’s good name can 


be fecure. But he that upon fuch ac- 


concernments of others 
7 p 


counts dareth to afperfe his Neighbour, zips. Stn? 


is in moral computation no leffe a Slan- 16. 3.& 19. 
derer, then ifhe did the like out of 7” 

pure invention, or without any ground 

at all: for doubtfull and falfe in this 

cafe differ little 5 to devife, and to di- 

vine, in matters of this nature, do im- 

port near the fame. Hethat will judge 

or {peak ill of others, ought to be well 

aflured of what he thinks or fays : he 

that afferteth that which he doth not 

know to be true, doth as well lie, , ag 

he that affirmeth that which he know- 

eth to be falfe; (for he deceiveth the 
hearers, begetting in them an opi- 

nion that he is aflured of what he af- 

firms 5 ) efpecially in dealing with the 

» whofe right 
a and 


Se SS ek soe 


212 The Fifth Sermon. 
and repute juftice doth oblige us to.be 
wary of infringing, charity fhould dif- 
pofe usto regard and tender as our own. 
It isnot every poflibility,every feeming, 
every faint thew or glimmering appea- 
rance, which fufficeth to ground bad 
Opinion, or reproachfull difceurfe con- 

' cerning our Brother : the matter fhould 
be clear, notorious, and palpable, be- 
fore we admit a difadvantageous con- 
ceit into our head, a diftaftfull refent- 
ment into our heart, a harfh word into 
eur mouth about him. Men may fan- 
fie themfelves fagacious and fhrewd, 
Cperfons of deep judgment and fine wit 
they may be taken for, ) when-they 
can dive tnto others hearts, and found 
their intentions 5 when through thick 
mi{ts or at remote diftances they can de- ' 
{cry faults in them; when they colledt — 
ill of them by long trains , and‘ fubtle 
fetches of difcourfe : but in truth they 
do thereby rather bewray in themfelves 

_ fmall love of truth, care of juftice, or 
fenfe of charity , together with little | 
wifedom and difcretion:: for Truth is 
onely feenin a clear lights Juftice re- — 

1Cor.13, Quireth ftri@ proofs Charity thinketh 
537° zo evil, and believeth all things for the 
 beft ; Wifedom is net forward to pro- 
nounce 
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nounce before full evidence. (He, faith prov. 18.13, 


the Wife-man, that anfwereth a matter 
before he heareth it, it is folly and fhame 
unto him.) un fine, they who proceed 
thus, as it is ufual that they {peak falfe- 
ly, as it is cafual that they ever {peak 
truly, as they affect to {peak ill, true 
or falfe; fo worthily they are to be rec- 
koned among Slanderers. | 

6. Another like way of Slandering 
is, impetuous or negligent fputtering 
out of words, without minding what 
truth or confequence there is in them, 
how they may touch or hurt our Neigh- 
bour. To avoid this fin, we mult not 
onely be free from intending mifchief, 
but wary of effecting it; not onely 


carefull of not wronging one diftin& 
_perfon, but of harming any promifcu- 
‘oufly 5 not onely abftinent from aiming 


directly, but provident not to hit ca- 
fually any perfon with obloquy. For 
as he that difchargeth fhot into a crowd, 
or fo as not to look about regarding 
who may {tand in the way, 1s no lefle 
guilty of doing mifchief, and boundto 
make fatisfa@ion to them he woundeth, 
then if he had aimed at fome one per- 


fon: foif we fling out bad words at 


random, which may light unluckily,and 
| P3 de- 
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defame fome-body, we become Stande- 
rers unawares, and before we think on — 
it. This practice hath not ever all the — 


malice of the wortt Slander, but it wor- _ 
_keth often the effects thereof, and there- 


fore doth incurr its guilt, and its pu- 
nifhments; efpecially it being common- 
ly derived from ill temper, or from bad 
habit, which we are bound to watch 
over, to curb, and to correct. The 
Tongue is a fharp and parlous weapon, 


_ which we are bound to keep up in the 


fheath, or never to draw forth but ad-. 
vifedly, and upon juft occafions; it muft 
ever be wielded with caution and care: 
to brandifh it wantonly, to lay about 
with it blindly and furioufly, to flath 
and {mite therewith any that happeth 
to come in our way, doth argue malice, 
or madneffe. | a a 
7- [tis anordinary way of procee- 
ding to calumniate, for men, refle@ting 


upon fome bad difpofition in them- 


felves, (although refulting from their 
own particular temper, from their bad 
principles, or from their ill cuftome , } 


‘to charge it prefently upon others; 


Efal. 80. a1 


prefuming othersto be like themfelves: 
like ‘the wicked perfon in the Pfalm, 
Thou shoughteft that I was altogether fuch 


at 
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an one as thy felf. This is to flander - | 
Mankind firft in the grofle ; then in 
retail, as Occafion ferveth, to afperfe 
any man: this is the way of half-witted 
| Machiavilians, and of defperate repro- 
bates in wickednefle , who, having 
proftituted their confciences to vice, 
for their owndefence and folace, would 
fhrowd themfelves from blame under 2,5, 
the fhelter of common pravity and 1n- pene fue ar- 
firmity 3 accufing all men of that where- a fi 
of they know themfelves guilty. But ee ; 
furely there can be no greater, iniquity 4m detra- 
then this, that one man fhould undergo reg gata 
blame for the ill confcience of another. tium,&e. 
Thefé feem to be the chief kinds of fii“ 4 
Slander, and moft common ways of = ~* eo | 
practifing it. In which defcription the os 
_ Folly thereof doth, I fuppofe, fo clear- 
ly fhine, that no man can look thereon — 
without loathing and defpifing it,as not 
onely a very ugly, but a moft foolifh | 
practice. No man furely can be wife, 
who will fuffer himfelf to be defiled 
therewith. But to render its Folly more 
apparent, we fhalldifplay it; declaring 
_ it tobe extremely foolifh upon feveral 
accounts. But the-doing this, in regard 
to your patience, we fhall forbear at 


prefent. 
: P4 | The 
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PROV. to. 18 
He that uttereth Slander is a Fool. 


Have formerly in this place, dif 
| courfing upon this Text, explained 

the Nature of the Sin here con- 
demned , with its feveral kinds and 
ways of practifing. 


Il. 1 thall now proceed to declare the 
Folly of it 5 and to make good by di- 


vers reafons the affertion of the Wife- — 
‘man, that He who uttereth Slander is a - 


Fool. _ 
a. Slandering is Foolifh, as finfull 
and wicked. | 
All Sin ‘is foolifh upon many ac- 
counts 5 as proceeding from ignorance, 
errour, imconfiderateneffe, vanity 5 as 
implying weak judgement, and irratio- 
nal choice; as thwarting the didates 


of 


a8 
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of Reafon, and beft rules of Wifedom 5 
as producing -very mifchievous effects 
to our felves, bereaving us of the chief’ 
goods, and expofing us to the worft 


evils. What can be more egregioutly 


abfurd, then to difflent in our opinion 
and difcord in our choice from infinite 
Wifedom; to provoke by our actions 
fovereign Juftice, and immutable Seve- — 
rity; to oppofe Almighty Power, and 


offend immenfe Goodneffe; to render 


our felves unlike, and contrary in our 
doings, our difpofition, our ftate, te 
abfolute Perfection and Felicity? What 
_can be more defperately wild, then to 
difoblige our beft Friend, to forfeit his 
love and favour, to render him our 
Enemy, whois our Lord and our Judge, 
upon whofe meer will and difpofal all 
our fubfiftence,all our welfare does ab- 
folutely depend? What greater mad- 
neffe can be conceived, then to deprive. 
our Minds of all true content here, and 
to feparate our Souls from eternal Blifs 
hereafter; to gall our Confciences now 
with foar Remorfe, and to engage our 
felves for ever in remedilefle Miferies > 
Such Folly doth all Sin include: whence. 
gn Scripture-ftyle worthily Goodnefie. 
and Wifedom are terms equivalent 5 
a aa oO Sin 
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Sin and Folly do fignifie the fame 


If thence this practice be proved ex- 
tremely finfull, it will thence fufficient- 
ly be demonttrated no lefs foolifh. And 


that it is extremely finfull, may eafily 
be fhewed.' It is the character of the 
fuperlatively-wicked man 5 Thou giveft Pial. se, 
thy mouth to evil, and thy tongue frameth *% ® 

_ deceit: Thou fitteft and fpeakeft againft 

thy brother 5 thon flandereft thine own 
mother's fon. Yt is indeed plainly the 
blackeft and moft hellifh fin that can 

be 5 that which giveth the grand Fiend 

his names, and moft expreffeth hts na- 

ture. He is 6 Araoros, the Slenderer 5 

Satav, the fpitefull Adverfary; the old 

Sxake, or Dragon, hifling out lies, and 
{fpittemeg forth venome of calummious 
accufation ; the Accufer of the brethren, Apoc. 12.10. 
a murtherous,envious, malicious Calum- 

miatour 5 the Father of les 3 the grand Joh.8. 44. 
defamer of God to Man, of Man to 

God, of one Man to another, And 

highly wicked furely muft that practice 

be, whereby we grow Namefakes to 

him, ‘con{pire in proceeding with him, 
refemble his difpofition and nature, 

It is a complication, a comprifal, a col, 

lection and fumme of all wickednefle 5 
ee ee ee oppofite 
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oppofite to all the principall Vertues, 


(to Veracity and Sincerity, to Charity 


and Juftice,) tranfgrefling all the great 


Commandments, violating immediately 


and directly all the Duties concerning 
our Neighbour. | 

To Lie fimply is a great fault; being 
a deviation from that good Rule which 
prefcribeth truth in all our words 5 ren- 


dring us unlike and difagreeable to God, 


who is the God of truth; (who * loveth 
truth, and pradtifeth it in all his doings, 
who abominateth falfehoods ) including 
a treacherous breach of faith toward 
mankind ; (we being all, in order to 
the maintenance of fociety, by an im- 
plicit compact, obliged by f{peech to 
declare our mind, to inform truly, and 
not to. impofé upon our Neighbour 5 ) 
arguing pufillanimous timoroufneffe , 
and impotency of mind, a diftruft in 
God's help, and diffidence in all good 
means to compafie our defigns 5 beget- 
ting deception and errour, a foul and 
ill-favoured brood : Lying, I fay, is up- 
on fuch accounts a finfull and blame- 


able thing: and of all Lies thofe cer- 


tainly are the worft, which proceed 
from malice, or from vanity, or from 
both, and which work mifchief'; fuch 
as Slanders are, Again, 
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Again, to bear any hatred or ill-will, | 


to exercife enmity toward any man, to 


defign or procure any mifchief to our 

Neighbour, whom even Jews were 

commanded to Jove as themfelves, whole Levit. 19.18. 
good, by many laws, and upon divers | 

{cores, we are obliged to tender as our 

own, isa hainous fault: and of this 

apparently the Slanderer is moft guilty 

in the higheft degree. For evidently 

true it is which the Wife-man affirmeth, 

A lying tongue hateth thofe that are af- Prov.26.28. 
flied with it; there is no furer argu- | 
ment of extreme hatred 5 nothing but 
the height of ill-will can fuggelt this 
_ practice, The Slanderer is an enemy, 
asthe moft fierce and. outrageous, fo 

the moft bafe and unworthy that can 

be: he fighteth with the moft perillous — 

and moft unlawfull weapon, in the 

moft furious and foul way that can be. 

His weapon is an envenomed arrow, Jam.3-8 
full of deadly poifon, which he shooteth Aa as 
fuddenly, and feareth nots a weapon 

which by no force can be refifted, by | 
no. art declined, whofe impreflion 1s 
altogether inevitable,and unfuftainable. 
It is a moft infidious, moft treache- 
yous, and cowardly way of fighting 5 
wherein manifeftly the weakeft and 

| bafeft 
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bafeft fpirits have extreme advantage, 


and may eafily prevail againft the bra- 


Prov.25.18. 
Sz 126 6. 


An ungodly 
aman diggeth 
up evil, and 
in bis lips 
there is a 
burning fire. 
Prov. 16.27. 


Ecclus 28. . 
18, &c. 


veft and worthieft: for no man of ho- 

nour or honefty can in way of refiftence 

or requital deign to ufe it, but mutt 

infallibly without repugnance be born 

down thereby. By it the vile praétifer 

atchieveth the greateft mifchief that can 

be. His words are, as the Pfalmift faith 

of Doeg, devouring words, (Thou loveft 
all devouring words, O thou decestfull 

tongue: ) and, A man (faith the Wife- 

man) that beareth falfe witnefs agaixft 

his neighbour, is a maul, and a fword;. 

and a fharp arrom;, that 1s, he is a cam- 

plicated inftrument of all muifchiefs + 

he fmiteth and bruifeth like a sazl, 

he cutteth and pierceth like a fword, 

he thus doth hurt near at hands and 

at diftance he woundeth like a /barp 
arrow, it is hard any-where to evade 
him, or to get out of his reach. Mazy 
(faith another Wife-man, the imitatour 
of Solomon) have fallen by the edge of 
the fword : but not fo many as have fallen 
by the tongue. Well is he that is defen- 
ded frou it, and hath not paffed through 
the venome thereof; who hath not drawe 
the yoke thereof, xor hath been bound in 
wts bands; For the yoke thereof is as a 
} yoke 
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yoke of iron, and the bands thereof are 
bards of brafi. The death thereof is an 
evil death, the grave were better then it. 
Gncurable are the wounds which the 
Slanderer inflicteth, irreparable the 
dammages which he caufeth, indeleble 
the marks which he leaveth. No bal- Adverfus sy- 
favee can heal the biting of a Sycophant ; fon vullaan off 
no thread can ftitch up a good name remedium, — 
torn by calumnious defamation; no 


_ foap is able to cleanfe from the ftains 


afperfed by afoul mouth. Aliguid ad-— 


_berebit ; fomewhat always of {ufpicion 


and ill opinion will ftick in the minds 
‘of thofe who have given ear to flander. 
So extremely oppofite is this practice 


_ ante the Queen of Vertues, Charity. 


Its property indeed is, to believe ail 1 Cor. 33.98 
things, that is, all things for the beft, © 
and to the advantage of our Neigh- 

bour 3 not fo much as to fufpecd any 

evil of him, without unavoidably-ma- — 
nifeft caufe: how much more not to 
devifé any falfhood againft him? Ie = 
covereth all things, ftudioufly conniving Prov. #7. 9 
at real defe@s, and concealing affured « 
miulcarriages : how much more not di- - 
verging imaginary or falfe fCandals> 

It difpofeth to feek and further any 


the deatt good concerning him : how 


much 
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much more will it hinder committin; 
grievous outrage upon his deareft go 
name >? a - | 
Again, all injuftice is abominable; 
to doe any fort of wrong is a hainous 
crime; that crime, which of all moft 
immediately tendeth to the diffolution 
of fociety, and difturbance of humane 
_ lifes; which God therefore doth moft 
loath, and men have reafon efpecially 
to deteft. And of this the Slanderer is ° 


* Dei Epi 
te tinea “ Table of Commands refpecting our 


| ae med advantage, to difpoflefs his Neigh- 


rom him, . 
“Mfa, 5.23, murtherer of his honour. So doth he 


_ violate 


Violate all the rules of juftice, and per- 
petrateth all forts of wrong againft his 
Neighbour. oe a 

_ He may indeed perhaps conceive it 


| No great matter that he committeth 5 


becaufe he doth not a@ in fo boifterous 
and bloudy a way, but onely by words, 


which are fubtle, flimme, and tranfient 


things; upon his Neighbour's credit 
onely, which is no fub{tantial, or vi- 
fible matter. He draweth (thinks he) 


no bloud, nor breaketh any bones, nor © 


imprefleth any remarkable {car : ‘tis 
onely the foft air he breaketh with his 
tongue, ‘tis onely a flight charadter that 


he ftampeth on the fancy, ‘tis onely an 


Imaginary ftain that he daubeth his 
Neighbour with : therefore he fuppo- 


_ feth no great wrong done, and feemeth 
— tohimfelf innocent; or very excufable. 
_ But thefe conceits arife from great in- | 
 Confideratenef, or miftake ; nor can 


_ they excufe thé Slanderer from grievous 


injuftice. For in dealing with our 
Neighbour, and meddling with his pro- 
perty, we aré not to value things ac- 


_ Cording to our fancy, but according to 
_ the price fet on them by the owner : 


_ We mutt not reckon that a trifle, which — 
_ he prizeth as’ a jewel. Since then all. 
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men efpecially men of homous and — 


honefty) do, from a neceflary inftin® 
of nature, eftimate their good name 
beyond any of their goods, yea do 
commonly hold it more dear and pre- 
cious then their very lives; we, by 
violently or fraudulently bereaving 
them of it, doe them no leffe wrong, 
then if we fhould rob or couzen them 


of their fubftance, yea then if we fhould 


maim their body, or {pill their blond, 
or ha a their breath. If they ag 
grievoufly feel it, and refent it as deep- 
ly, as they do any other outrage, the 
injury is really as great tothem. Even 
the Slanderer’s own judgement and 
confcience might tell him. fo much: 
for they who moft flight. anothers 
fame, are uftally very tender of their 
own, and can with no patience én- 
dure that others fhould touch it: which 
demonftrates the inconfiderateneffe. of 
their judgment, and the iniquity. of 


their practice. It is an injuftice not tobe 


corrected or cured. Thefts may: be re-~ 
ftored , Wounds ,may be. cured 5, but 
there is no reftitution or.cure of a loft 
good name: it is therefore an irepar 


Nor 


Sy eee eae 
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Nor isthe thing it felf, in true judg- _ 
ment, contemptibles but initfelfreally = 
very confiderable. A good name, {faith Prov. 22.1: 
Solomon himfelf,(no fool,) is rather to be 15.3% 5. 

_ chofen then great riches 5 and loving fa- os 
| Dorr rather then fitver and gold. hi its 
confequerices it is much more [03 .the 
chief mterefts of a man, the fuecefle of 

_ hts affairs, his abilicy to doe good, (for — 
_haméelf, his friends, his neighbour,) hig | 

fatety, the beft_ comforts and conveni- Prov. 12:64 

encies of his life, fometimes his life it 

_ elf, depending thereon: fo that who- 

_ ever doth fhatch or filch it from him, 

doth not onely according to his opini- 

on, and tn morall value, but in reall 

effec& commonly rob, fometime mur- 

ther,ever exceedingly wrong his Neigh- 

bour. It is often the fole reward of a 

man’s Vertue and all the fruit of his in- 

— duftry’s that by depriving him of 

that, he is robb‘d of all his eftate, and 

‘deft fark naked of all, excepting a- 

good Confcience, which is beyond the 

| ‘each of the world, and whichno malice 

or misfortune can develt himof Full 
then of iniquity, full of uncharitable- 

| neffe, full of all wickedneffe. is this 

prattice 3 and conféquently full it is of 

Folly. No man, one would think, of 


Q.2 any 
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| any tolerable fenfe, fhould dare, or 


deign to incurr the guilt of a practice 
fo vile and bafe, fo. indeed diabolical 
and deteftable. But farther more par- 
ticularly, | ae 7 

2. The Slanderer is plainly a Fool; 


 becaéfe he maketh wrong judgments 


and valuations of things, and according- 
Jy driveth on filly bargains for himfelf 


in refult whereof he proveth a great — 


lofer. He means by his calumnious 


- ftories either to vent fome paflion boi-— 


ling in him, or to compafle fome de- 
fign which he affects, or to pleafe fome — 
humour that he is poffefied with : but 
is any of thefe things worth purchafing 
at fo dear a rate ? can there be any va- 
luable exchange for our honefty 2 Is it 


Hot more advifable to fupprefs our paf- 
- fion, or to let it evaporate otherwife, 
then to difcharge it in fo foul a way ? 


Is 1t not better to let go a petty inte- 
reft, then to further it by committing 
fo notorious and hainous a fins; to let 
an ambitious proje& fink, then to buoy 
it up by fuch bafe means? Is it not 


‘wifedom rather to {mother, or curb 


our humour, then by fatisfying it thus 
to forfeit our innocence ? - Can any 


that 
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that for its fake we fhould defile our | 
Souls by fo foul a practice, making — 
fhipwreck of a good ConfCience, a- 
~ bandoning honour and honefty, incur- 
ring all the guilt, and all the puntfh- 
ment due to fo enormous a crime? Is 
it not far more wifedom,contentedly to 
- fee our Neighbour to enjoy credit and 
- facceffe, to flourifh and thrive in the 
world, then by fuch bafe courfes to | 
fully his reputation, to rifle him of his 
goods, to fupplant or crofs him in his 
affairs ? We do really, when we think 
thus to depreffe him, and to climb up 
_ to wealth or credit by the ruines of his 
honour, but debafe our felves. What- _ 
_ ever comes of it, (whether he fucceeds, — 
or is difappointed therein, ) affuredly 
he that ufeth fuch courfes will himéelf 
be the greateft lofer, and deepeft fuf- 
ferer. “Tis true which the Wife-man a 
faith, The getting of treafures by a lying Prov. 21.6: 
tongue, is a vanity toffed to and fro of J 
them that feek death. And , Woe un- tla.s.18:~ 
to them (faith the Prophet) that draw 
iniquity with cords of vanity 5 that is, 
_~ who by falfhood endeavour to compafs 
unjuft defigns. — | ; 
But itis not, perhaps he will pretend, © 
for to affwage a private paflian, or to 
_ Q3 pro- 
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promote his particular concernment , 
that he makes fo bold with his Neigh- 
bour, or deals fo harfhly with him; 
but for the fake of orthodox Do@Grine, 
for advantage of the true Church, for 
the advancement of publick Good, he 
judgeth it expedient to afperfé him, 
This indeed is the covert of innume- 
rable Slanders : zeal for {ome Opinion, 
er fome Party, beareth out men of Sed 
tarian and fa@ious fpirits in fuch pratti- 
ces; they may doe, they may fay any 
thing for thofe fine ends. What m4 
little truth, what is any man’s reputa- 
tien in comparifon to the carrying on 
{uch brave defigns ? But (to omit that 
men do uftally prevaricate in thefé ca- 
{es 5 that it is not commonly for love 
of truth, but of themfelves , not 
much for the benefit of their Se@, but 
for their own intereft, that they calui- 
hiate ) this plea will no-wife juftifie 


fuch pra@ice. For Truth and Sincerity, 


Equity and Candour, Meekneffe and 
Charity are inviolably to be obférved, 
not ontly toward diflenters in opinion, 
but even toward declared enemies of 
truth it felf; we are to blefi them, (that 


"4s, to fpeak well of them, and to with 
well ta them,) not te carfé them, (that 


is, 
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them ill, much leffe to bely them. ) 
Truth alfo, as it cannot. ever need, fo 
doth it always loath and {corn the pa- 
tronage and the fuccour of liess it is 
able to fiipport and protect it felf by 
fair means; it will not be killed upon 
‘a pretence of faving it, or thrive by 
its own ruine. Nor indeed can any 
party be fo much ftrengthned and un- 
derpropt, as it will be weakned and un- 
dermined, by firch courfes : No caufe 


eati ftand firm upon a bottom fo loofé | 
and flippery, as falfhood is: All the — 
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is, not to reptoach them, or to with — 


vood a Slanderer can doe is, to difpa- | 


rdgé what he would. maintain. In- 


truth, no Herefie can be worfe, then 


that would be which fhould allow to . 


play the Devil in any cafe. He that 
ean difpenfe with himfelf to flander a. 


Few or a Turk, doth in fo doing ren- ~~ 
der himfelf worfé then either of them |... 


by profeffion are : for even they (and 
even Pagans themfélves) difallow the 
practice of inhumanity and iniquity. 
All men by hight of nature avow 

to be honourable, and Faith to be in- 
difpenfably obferved. He doth not un- 
derftand what it is to be Chriffian, ot 


ruth | 


-eareth not to practi according there- . 
| Q4 
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. to, who can find in his heart in any 
cafe, upon any pretence, to calumniate, 
In fine, to proftitute our Contcience, 
or facrifice our honefty, for any caufe, 
toany intereft what-ever, can never be 
warrantable or wife. Farther, 

3. The Slanderer is a Fool, becaufe 
he ufeth improper means and prepofte- 
rous methods of effecting his purpofes, 
As there is no defign worth the carry-. 
ing on by ways of falfhood and iniqui- 
ty 5 fo is there fcarce any (no good or 
Jawfull one at Jeaft) which may not 
more furely, more fafely, more clever- 
ly be atchieved by means of truth and 
juftice. Is not always the {traight way 
more fhort then the oblique and croo- 
ked? isnot the plain way more eafie 
then the rough and cragged ? is not 
the fair way more pleafant and paffable 
then the foul ? Is it not better to walk 
in paths that are open and allowed, 

| then in thofé that are fhut up and pro- 

hibited 5 then ‘to clamber over walls, 

| ___ to break through fences, to trefpaffe 

- Frov. 10.5 upon enclofures ? Surely yes: He that 
oe walketh uprightly, walketh Surely, Ufing - 
frit veracity and integrity, candour 
and equity, is the beft method of ac- 
complithing good defigns, Our. Sha 

A RO ; dae 
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induftry,- good ufé of the parts and fa- 
culties: God hath given us, embracin 
fair opportunities, God's bleffing an 
Providence, are fufficient means to re- 
- dy upon for procuring, in an honeft 
Way , what-ever is convenient for us. 
‘Thefe are ways approved, and amiable 
to all men 5 they procure the beft 
friends, and feweft enemies; they af- 
ford to the praétifer a chearfull courage, 
and good hope ; they meet with leffe 
_ -difappointment, and have no regret or 
fhame attending them. He that hath 
recourfe to the other bafe means, and 
maketh lies his refuge, ashe renounceth 1f.28.1$,17. 
all juft and honeft means, as he difclai- Jer 28 #s- 
meth all hope in God’s affiftence, and 
forfeiteth all pretence to his bleffing ; 
- fo he cannot reafonably expe& good — 
— fucceffe, or be fatisfied in any under- 
_. taking. The fupplanting way indeed 
— feems the moft curt and compendious 
way of bringing about difhoneft or dif- 
honourable defigns : but as a good de- 
_ fign is certainly difhonoured thereby, 
.. {0 is it apt thence to be defeated 5 it | 
_ Yaifing up enemies and obftacles, yiel- 
ding advantages to who-ever is difpo- 
— fed to'crof§ us. As in trade it is noto- 
_ ‘Hous, that the beft courfe to abil 
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by dealing fquarely and trulys any 


Prov. 18. qe 
& FZ. 3. 


, Be 18. 21. 


-piay. 
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fraud or couzénage appearing there 
doth overthrow a man’s credit, and — 
drive away cuftome from him: f6 inh 
all other tranfaGions, as he that dealeth 
juftly and fairly will have his affairs 


proceed roundly, and {hall find men 


ready to comply with him 3 {0 he that 
is obferved to prattife falfhood, will _ 
be declined by fome, oppofed by o- 
thers, difliked by all; no man {carce 
willingly will have to doé with him 5 
he is commonly forced to ftand out 
in bufineffe, as one that plays foul 
4. Laftly , the Slanderer ts a very 
Fool, as bringing many great incorive- 
niencies, troubles, and mifchiefs on 
himfelf. | . 
Firft, A fool's mouth (faith the Wite- 
man) 7 his defiruition, his lips are the 
fuare of his foul : and tf any kind of 
fpeech is deftru€tive and dangerous, 
then is this certainly moft of all 5 for 
by no means ean a man enflame fo fiéree 
anger, imprefle fo {tiff hatred, raifé fo, 


_ deadly enmity againft himfelf, and con- 


fequently. fo endanger his fafety; eafe, 
and welfare, as by this praGtice. Men 
gan more eafily endure, and: fooner 
BS swill: 
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will forgive, any fore of abuf then 
-fhis; they will rather pardon a robber 
of theit goods, then a defamer of their 
good name. | | 
Secondly, Such an one indeed is not 
 Ofely odious to the perfon immediately 
concerned, but generally to all men 
that obferve his pra€tice. Every man 
prefently will be fenfible how eafily 
it may be his own cafe, how liable 
he may be to be thus abufed, ina 
way againft which there isno guard or 


defence. The Slandeter therefore is — 
Ad te poft 
pauld ventu- 
rapericula . 
fentis? Hor. 
Ep. 1 
——— Sibi 
quifque timer, 
quanquam eft 
intattus & 0- 


apprehended a common enemy, dange- 
rous to all men 3 and. thence rendreth 
all men averfé from him, and ready to 
crofie him. Love and peace, tranquil- 
lity and fecurity can onely be main- 
tained by innocent and true dealing : 
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ecquid 


fo the Pfalmift hath well taught us 5 dit. Idem. 
| What man ie he that defireth life , and Pal. 34.12, 
foveth many days, that he may Jee good 2 ** 


Keep thy tongue frome evil, and thy lips 


from fpeaking guile. : 
~ Thera, All wife, all noble, all in- 


genuous and honeft perfons have an a- 
verfation from this practice, and cannot 
entertain ie with any acceptance, or 


complacence. (A righteous man hateth Prov. 13: §- 


Lying, faith the Wife-man.) It 13 one- 
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ly ill-natured and ill-nurtured, unwor- _ 
thy and naughty people, that are wil. 
ling auditours or encouragers thereof. 
A wicked doer (faith the Wife-man a- 
gain ) giveth heed to falfe lips; and a 
fiar giveth ear to a naughty tongue. All 
love of truth, and regard to juftice, and 
fenfé of humanity, all generofity and 
ingenuity, all charity and good will to’ 
men, muft be extiné& in thofe who can 
with delight, or indeed with patience, 


Tend an ear, or give any countenance 


to a Slanderer : and is not he a very 


_ Fool, who chufethto difpleafe the beft, 


onely foothing the worft of men > 
_ Fourthly, TheSlanderer indeed doth 


banith himf€lf from all good converfa- 


tion and company , or intruding into 
it becomes very difguftfull thereto : 
for he warthily is not onely looked up- 
On 4s an enemy to thofe whom he flan- | 
dereth, but to thofé alfo upon whom 
he obtrudeth his calumnious difcourfe., 
He not onely wrongeth the former by 
the injury, but-he mocketh the latter — 
by the falfhood of his ftories 5, implicit: 
ly charging his hearers with weaknefle 
and credulity , or with injuftice and 
prayity, — a 


F ifthly, | 
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Fifthly , He alfo derogateth wholly 
from his own credit, in all matters of 
difcourfe. For he that dareth thus to 
injure his Neighbour , who can truft 
him in any thing he fpeaks ? what will 
not he fay to pleafe his vile humour, or 
- farther his bafe intereft? what (thinks 
any man) will he fcruple or boggle 
at, who hath the heart in thus doing 
‘wrong and mifchief to imitate the De- 

vil ? Farther, - | 

Sixthly, This practice is perpetually 
haunted with moft troublefome com- 


-paffions the manner of his behaviour is #78 ¥\¢t- 
7aAy, Sed ol 


a manifeft indication: for men do feldom y3¢4 s¢4- 
vent their flanderous reports openly , as, utiavre 


| eo c¢ 6 é ie 
and loudly, tothe face, or in the ear of oeysie “ | 


’ thofe who are concerned in thems but jie uiyar 


do utter them in a low voice, in dark se ercabiie 
corners, out of fight and hearing, where merfiy ¥- an 
they conceit themfelves at prefent fafe x Sess yer- 
from being called toan account. ||Swords "rr ot 
Cfaith the Pfalmift of fuch perfons) are xa, &e. 
int their lips 3 for, Who, fay they, doth “Ande y 
7 = ear £ || pial. $907, 
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Plal, 101 $- fear? And, Whofo privily flandereth 
his neighbour , him will I cut off, faith — 
David again, intimating the common 
Manner of this pra@ice. Calumny is — 
Palor.6. like the plagne, that walketh in darkmefi. 
Hence appofitely are the practifers there: 
oftermed whifperers, and backbiters :_ 
their heart fiffers them not openly to 
avow, their confcience tells them they 
cannot fairly defend their practice. A- — 


Wp Pfal.6g.12. BAND, 


The muth of  Seventhly , The confequent of this 
: pe practice is commonly fhamefull difgrace, 
foallbe flop. Wath an obligation to retract, and ren- 
bee ice, Ut fatisfaction : for feldome doth Ca- - 
b Pe Jumny. pafle long without being detec- 
(Prov. 26. ted and || confuted. « He that walkethxp- 
Ree rightly walketh firely 5 but he that pere 
your tongue. verbeth his ways foall be known : and 
fe aoe & The lip of truth foal be epelified for 
shere is no ever; but a lying lip is but for a moment, 


stile pe faith the great obferver of things. And 
for nugin; | When:the Slander is difclofed, the Slan- 
andthemath derer is obliged to excufe, (that is, to 
ils flyer Palliate one lie with another, if he can 
she {out.  doeit,) or forced torecant, with much 
ipo hee _ difgrace and extréme difpleafure to him- 
habet quod {elf: he is alfo many times conftrained, 
deditexiti- with his lofle and pain, to repair the 
Vid.Tac; mifchiefhehathdone, ==. 
Am UR 4s Eighthly, — 


: 
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. Eighthly, To this in likelihood the . 
~.-encernments of men, and the powers 


which guard juftice will forctbly bring 
him: and certainly his Confcience will 


- bind him thereto ; God will indifpen- 


fably exa& it from him, He can never 
have any found quiet in his mind, he can 
never expect pardon from Heaven, with- . 


gut acknowledging his fault, repairing 


the wrong he hath done, reftoring that 


- good name of which he difpoffeffed his 


Neighbour : for inthis no leffe then in 
ather cafes ConfCience cannot be fatif- 
fied, remiffion will not be granted, 


- except due reftitution be performed : 


and of all reftieutions this furely is the 
moft difficult, moft laborious, and moft 
troublefome. Fis no-wife fo hardto 


reftore goods ftollen ar extorted, as - 


to recover a goad opinion loft, to wipe, 


off afperfions caft on a man’s name, to 


cure a wounded reputation: the moft 


earneaftand diligent endeavour canhard- 
ly. ever effet this, or {pread the plaifter. 
{o far asthe-foar hath reached. The Slan- — 


dever therefore doth engage himfelfinta. 


great ftreights, incurring an obligation ==. 
to. repair.an almoft-irreparable mufthief. - - 


- Ninthly, This pradtice doth alfo cer- 


tainly revenge it (lf, impofing.an tte, | - 


actour 


$40 . £bhé dixth Sermon. 
He that dil aCtout a perfec retaliation ; 2 tooth for 
gemlyfeeketh @ tooth 3 an irrecoverable infamy to 
rig Shea . himfelf,, for the infamy he caufeth to 
but betbat others. Who will regard hisfame, who 
SNe al will be concerned to éxcufe his faults, 
comeunto Who fo outrageoufly abuféth the repu- 
oe Prov. tation of others > He fuffereth juftly,- 
Prov.26.27. he is payed in his own coin, will any 
Iewas the ~=man think, who doth hear him reproa- 
punifhment hed | . 
ofSlanderers CCG. | | 
in the Law.~ - oes | io. 
Then fhall ye doe unto bim as he had thought to have done unto bie brother. 

Deut. 19. 19. Prov. 19.5. A falfe witneffe fhall not be unpunifhed ; and 
' pethat telleth lies fhall nor efcape. Pfal. 52. 4, 5. God flall deftroy 
thee for ever, thoufalfe tongue. Lying lips are an abomination to the 
Lord ; but they that deal truly are bis delight. Prov. 12. 22. 


__ Tenthly, In fine, the /Slanderer (if 
he doth not by ferious and fore repen- 
tance retract his practice) doth banith 
himfelf from Heaven and happinefle; 
doth expofe himfelf to endleffe miferies 

Apoc.21.27. and forrows. For, if none that maketh 
a lie foall enter into the heavenly city 5 if 
+ P0C.22.15+ without thofe manfions of joy and bliffe 
eae every one muft eternally abide that lo- 
thofe things weth, or maketh a lie; it* oiin zoi¢ eu- 
Sipeaitie’ dko, to all liars their portion is affigned’ 
doth abomi- 7 the lake which burneth with fire and 
19.8 noe brimftone 5 then affuredly the capital 
| Afale wi Liar, the Slanderer , (who lieth moft 
i I a injurioully and mifchievoufly,) hall 
at. 28, | _ be 
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be far excluded from felicity, and thnift 
down into the depth of that. miferable 


place. If (as $. Paul faith) no railer, or 1 Cor. 6.10. 
evil-fpeaker, fhall inherit the Kingdom ® 5 11 


6f God 3 how fat thence fhall they Be 
removed, who without any truth of 
juftice do {peak 111 of and reproach their 
Neighbour >? If for every dey fina, 


idle, or vain; word we mult render a mace. 12.36: 


ftriG&t account 3 how much more fha 

we be feverely reckoned with for this 
fort of words, fo empty of truth and 
void of equity 5 words that are not 
Onely negatively vain, or ufeleffe, bute 


_ pofitively vain, as falfe, and fpoken to 


bad purpofé? If Slander perhaps here 
may evade detettion, or {cape deferved 
punifhment 5 yet infallibly hereafter, 
at the dreadfull Day, it hall be difclo- 
fed, irreverfibly condenined, inevita> 


bly perfecuted with condign reward of 


utter fhame and forrow. | 

_ Is not he then, he who, otit of ma- 
lignity, or vanity, to ferve any defign, 
or footh any humour in himfelf or o- 
thers, doth by committing this fin in- 
volve himflf into all thefe great evils, — 
both here and hereafter, a moft defpe- 
rate and deplorable Fool ? 


R Having 
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| Having thus decribed the Nature of 
this Sin, and declared the Folly thete- 
fore, we need, I fuppofe, to fay ‘no 
more for diffuading it; efpecially to 
perfons of a generous and honeft mind, 


‘who cannot but {Corn to debafé and de- 


file themfélves by fo mean and vilea 
practice 5 or to thofe who ferioufly do 
profefle Chriftianity, that is, the Reli- 
gion which peculiarly above all others 
prefcribeth conftant Truth, ftri@eft Ju- 
{tice, and higheft Charity. 

I “thal onely adde, that fince our 
faculty of fpeech (¥ wherein we do excell 
all other creatures) was given us, asin 
the firft place to praife and glorifie our 


\ Maker, fo in the next to benefit and 


help our Neighbour 3 as an inftrument — 
of mutual fuccour and deleétation, of © 
fiiendly commerce and pleafant con- 
verfe together 5 for inftructing and ad- 


‘vifing, comforting and chearing one — 


another; it is an unnatural perverting, — 
and an irrational abufe thereof, ‘to em- 
ploy it to the dammage, difgrace, vex: 
ation, or wrongin any kind ofour bro- 
ther. Better indeed had we been as 
Brutes without its ufe, then we are, if 
fo worfe then bruitithly we abufe it. 
Finally, 


| The Sixth § ermon. | 
Finally, all thefe things being confi- 
dered , we may , I think, reafonably 
conclude it moft evidently true, that, 
He which uttereth Slander, is a Fool, 
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+S! JAMES 4.11, 


+ 
a 3 
a. 


peak mot evil of one another, Bre- 


Spe 
~ thren. 
S Ne half of our Religion con- Mi ygraaaé- 
: fifteth in Charity toward our Se 
_-“"". Neighbour 5; and of that Cha-“*“"?" 
rity much.the greater part feemeth .ex- 
_ercifed in Speech ; for as {peaking doth 
take up the greateft part of our life,(our” 
quick and active Mind continually ven: 
ting its. Thoughts, and difcharging its 
Pafiions thereby 3 all our converfation 
and commerce pafling through it; it 
havirig a large influence upon all our 
practice.) fo Speech comnionly. having — 
our Neighbour and his Concernnients 
for its Objects ; it is neceflary, that 
. either moft of out Charity will be em- 
a Aa ploied 


| The Seventh Sermon... 
ploied therein, or that by it we fhall 
moft offend againft that great Duty, 
together with its Aflociates, Juftice and 
Peace. — : ee 2 
And all Offences of this kind (which — 
tranfgrefs Charity, violate Juftice, or 
infringe Peace) may perhaps be for- 
bidden in this Apoftolical Precept 5 
for the word xotxAnAéy, according to 
its origination, and according to fome 
ufe, doth fignifie all kind of Obloquy, 
-and fo may comprize flander, harfh 
cenfure, reviling, {coffing, and the like 
kinds of {peaking againft our Neigh- 
bour s but in ftricter acceptation, and 
according to peculiar ufe, it denoteth 
that particular fort of Obloquy, which 
is called Detrattiov, or Backbiting : So 
therefore we may be allowed to un- 
derftand it here; and accordingly I 
now mean to defcribeit, and to dif-- 
fuade from its practice. | 
There is between this, and the other 
chief forts of Obloquy, (Slander,Cen- 
furing, and Reviling) much affinity, — 
yet there is fome difference 5 for Slan- — 
der involveth an imputation of falf- 
hood 5 Reviling includeth bitter or 
foul language, but Detraction may 
be couched in Truth, and er in 
| air 
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fair Language 3 it is a Poifon often in- 
fufed in {weet Liquor, and miniftred — 
in.aGolden Cup. It is of nearer kin 
to Cenfuring, and accordingly S. Fames 
here coupleth it thereto: He that de- — 
tradeth from a Brother, and he that cen+ 
Jareth bis Brother, backbiteth the Law, 
and cenfureth the Law: yet may thefe 
two be diftinguifhed 5 for Cenfuring 
{eemeth to be of more general purport, 
extending indifferently to all kinds of 
Perfons, Qualities, arid AGions, which 
it unduly taxeth 5 but Detractionefpe- 
_ cially refpecteth worthy Perfons, good 
Qualities, and laudable Actions, the 
reputation of which it aimeth to de- 
Itroy, ot to impair. 7 
This fort of ill practice (fo rife in 
ufe, fo bafe in its nature, fo mifchie- 
~ Vous in its effects) it fhall be my en- 
deavour to defcribe, that we may 
know it; and to diffuade; that we may 
fhonit. 

At is the fault ( oppofite to that part 
of Charity and Goodnefs, which is cal- 
led Ingenuity, or Candor ) which, out 
of naughty difpofition or defign, ftri- 
— veth to difgrace worthy Perfons, or to 
_ difparage good Adtions, looking for 
blemifhes and defects in them, ufing 

Aa2 — care 
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care and artifice to pervert and mifre- 
pretent things to that purpofe. -_ 
_. An honeft and charitable Mind dif 
pofeth us, when we fee any Man en- 
ducd with good Qualities,and purfuing 
a tenour of good prattice, to efteem 
fuch a Perfon, to commend him, to 
interpret what he doth to the beft, not 
tofufpe any ill of him, or to feek any 
exception againft him 3 it inclineth us, 
when we fee any Action materially 
good, to yield it fimply due approba- 
tion and praife, without fearching for, 
or furmifing any defect in the caufe or 
principle, whence it cometh, in the 
defign or end to which it tendeth, in. 
the way or manner of performing it, 
A good man would be forry to have 


any good thing {poiled; as to finda 


crack in a fair Building, a flaw in a fine 
Jewel; a canker ina goodly Flower; 
Is grievous to. any indifferent man 5 fo 
‘would it be difpleafing to him to ob- 
{erve defe&ts in a worthy Perfon, or 
commendable Adtion:; he therefore 
will not eafily.entertain-a fulpicion of 
any fuch, he never will hunt for any. 
But on the contrary, ‘tis the property 
of a Detractor, when he feeth a wor- 
thy Perfon, (whom he doth not af- 


fect, 
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fet, or ‘whom he is concerned’ to: 
wrong } to furvey him throughly, and 
to fife all his ACtions,with imtent tode- 
fcry {ome failing, or any femblance of 
a fault, by which he may difparage 
him ; when he vieweth any good 
Adon, he peereth into it, labouring 
to efpy fome pretence, to derogate 
from the.commendation apparently be- 
longing to it. This in general is the 
nature of this Fault, But we may gct 
a fuller underftanding of it, by confi- 
dering more diftin@ly fome particular 
Aé&ts, wherein it is commonly exer- 
cifed, or the feveral paths in which the 
detracting Spirit treadeth 5 fuch are 
thefe following : 3 

1, A Detractor is wont to reprefent 
Perfons and Adtions under the moft 
difadvantagious Circumftances he can, 
fetting out thofe which may caufe them 
to appear odious or defpicable.{lipping 
over thofe which may commend or ex- 
eufe them. There is no Perfon fo ex- 
cellent, who is not by his Circumttan- 
ces forced to omit fome things, which 
would become him to do, if he were 
able 5 to perform fome things lamely, 
and otherwife then he would do, if 
he could reach it ; no Action {o wor- 
| — Aa 3 thy, 
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thy but may have fome defect in matter, 


sx or manner, uncapable of redrefs. 5 and - 


he that reprefenteth fuch Perfon or 


e. ‘Theoph. Action, leaving out thofe excufing cir- 


cumftances, doth tend to beget a bad 
or mean opinion of them,robbing them ° 
of their due value, andcommendation : 
thus to charge a man of not having 
done a good work, when he had not 
the power, or opportunity to perform 
‘it, or is by crofs accidents hindred from 
doing it according to his defire; to fug- 
geft the Action was-not done exactly, — 
in the beft Seafon, inthe righteft Mode, 
in the moft proper Place, with Expref- 
fions, Looks, or Geftures moft conve- 
nient, thefe are tricks of a Detractor 5 
who when he cannot deny the Metal 
to be good, and the Stamp true, hé 
clippeth it, and fo would reject it from 
being current. © | 
' 2. He 1s wont to mifconftrue ambi- 
guous Words, or to mifinterpret 
doubtful appearancesof Things: Let a 
man {peak never fo well, or act never 
fo fairly, yet a Detractor will fay his 
Words may bear this il Sence, bis ACti- 
ons may tend to that bad Purpofe; we 
may thercfore fufpect his meaning, and 
eannot yield. him a full Approbation. 
oe 2 ee ee ee eee 2. He 
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3. He is wont to miftiame the quali- 
ties of Perfons or Things, atligning ae ee. 
: : pfas inver- 
bad Appellations or Epithets to good or timus, atq; 
indifferent Qualities: the names of _discerum cu- 
. >, pimus vos in- 
Vertue and Vice do fo neerly border cruttare 5 pro- 
in fignification, thatit iseafy to tranf->usquis 
| | _Nobifcum vi- 
fer them from one to another, and to vit > multiselt 
give the beft Quality a bad Name Seka ho- 
Thus, by calling a fober man fowre, a nana Chibi 
chearful man vain, a con{cientious man men _pinguis 
morofe, adevout man fuperftitions, a Gms + ‘ 
free man prodigal, a frugal man fordid, 
anopen man fimple, a referved man 
crafty, one that ftandethupon his Ho- 
nour and Honefty proud, a kind man — 
ambitioufly popular, a modeft man 
fallen, timerous, or ftupid, isa very 
eafy way to detract, and no Man there- 
by can {cape being difparaged. 
4. He doth imperfeily characterize 
Perfons, fo as f{tudioufly to vail, or 
faintly to difclofe their Vertues, and 
good Qualities, but carefully to ex- 
pofe, and fullyto aggravate or amplify 
any defects or failings inthem. The 
Detractor will pretend to give a cha- 
racter of his Neighbour, but in fo do- 
ing he ftifleth what may commend him, 
and blazoneth what may difgrace him 5 
like an envious Painter he hideth, or 
Aa4. in 
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in dusky Colours fhadoweth all the 


graceful Parts and goodly Features, but — 
fetteth out all Blemithes in the briskeft 

Light, and: moft «open ‘view. ‘ Every 
Face hath in it fome Mole, Spot or 
Wrinkle ;, thereis‘no man, that hath 


fhot (as they fpeak) fome blind place; 
fome blemifhesin his natureor temper, 


fome faults contracted by education or 
cuftom, fomewhat .amifs proceeding 
from ignorance, ‘or mifapprehenfion of 
things; thefe (although they ‘be in 
themfelvesfmall and inconfiderable, al: 
though they are fome of them involun- 
tary and thence inculpable, although 


_ they be much corrected or reftrained by 


vertuous Difcipline, although they are 
ecompenfated by greater Vertues, yet 
thefe) the Detractor {natcheth, mould- 
eth, and out of them frameth an Idea 
of his Neighbour, apt to breed hatred; 
or contempt of him in an unwary -Spe- 
Cator ; whereas were Charity, were 
Equity, were Humanity to draw the - 
Perfon, it reprefenting his Qualities 
with juft advantage, would render him 
fovely, and venerable... - 0+ 
' -5, Heis. wont notto commend oral- 
low any thing abfolutely,and clearly,but 
always: interpofing {ome exception, to 
Meat bbarwocted: suv... Which 


4 
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_ which he would have it feem liable: the 

- man Indeed, faith he, doth feem to‘have Non audes re. 
this, or that laudable quality; the ad- cone anplile 
on hath a fair appearance, but then if <timinaris : & 
hecan, he blurteth out fome fpiteful Tae orcs 
Objection ; if he can find nothing co- fimulas ‘veri- 
lourable to fay againft it, yet he will 4a" tek 
feem to know, and to fupprefs fome- mihi parcere, 
what 3 but (faith he) I know what Ife tonne 
know, I know more.than Tle fay---- pepercifti. _ 
fo (adding perhaps a crafty Nod or #1-** Rf 
Shrug, ‘a malicious Sneer or Smile)” ~~ 
he thinks to blaft the faireft perfor- 
mance. ar 2 er 

| 6. He is ready to fuggeft ill Caufes 

and Principles (latentin the Heart) of 
Practices apparently good 5 aferibing 

what is well done to bad Difpofition, or 

bad Purpofé : So to fay ofa liberal man, 

that he is fo from an ambitious Temper, 

or out of ‘a vain-glorious defign 5 of a 
religious man, that his conftant Exer4 

cifes of Devotion proceed not from a 
confcientious Love and Fear of God, — 

or out of intention to pleafé God. and 

work out his Salvation, but from Hy- 

pocrify,; from affectation to gain the 

favour and good opinion of men, from . 
defign to promote worldly Interefts 5 

this is the way of Detra@tion: He = 
fo ueditee be 2. 2ae4 ey well 
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well (faith the DetraGtor) it cannot be 


denied ; but for what reafon doth he 


fo? is it not plainly his Intereft to do 


{fo ? doth he not mean to get Applaufe, 
or Prefermentthereby ? Doth Job ferve 
God for naught 2 {0 {aid the Father of 
detracting Spirits. 

7- He derogateth from good Actions 
by pretending to correct them, or to 
fhew better that might have been done 
in their room: it is, faith he, done in 


_ fome refpec& well or tolerably 5 but it 


Joh, 12.5. 


might have been done better, with as 
{mall trouble, and coft ; he was over- 
feen in chufing this way, or proceeding 
m this manner : Thus did Fadas blame 
the good woman, who anointed our 
Lord’s Feet; Why (faid he) was not 
this Ointment fold, and given tothe Poor? 


fo didhis covetous bafenefs prompt him 


Mat.26.10,13- 


to detract from that performance, of 
which our Saviour’s goodnefs did pro- 
nounce, that it wasa good work, which 
fhould perpetually through the whole 

World pats for memorable. | 
8.’A Detra&tor not regarding the 
general Courfe, and conftant “Tenour 
of a mans Converfation, which is con- 
{picioufly and clearly good,will attaque 
fome part of it, the goodnefs whereof 
1S 
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islefS difvernable, or more fubje& to . 


eonte(t, and blame 5 as if in a Body ad- 


_ mirably handfome, one overlooking - 


that curious Harmony, that delicate 
Complexion, thofe fine Lmeaments, 
and goodly Features which running 
through the whole, doconfpire to ren- 
der it a lovely Spectacle, fhould pitch 


on an Eye, or aNofe to carpat 5 or as 


if ina Town, otherwhere begirt with 
impregnable Defences, one fhould 
{earch for the weakeft place, to form a 
Battery againtt it. 

_ g. In Fine, The Détractor injeGeth 
fuggeftions of every thing any-wife 


plaufible or poflible, that can ferve to. 


. diminifh the worth of a Perfon, or va- 


lue of an Action, whichhe would dit. 


- countenance; he pryeth into every 
Nook, he bolteth every circumftance, 
' he improveth every pretence,he alledg- 
eth any Report or Rumour, he ufeth 
all the tricks imaginable to that end. 
Such is the nature and way of detraci- 
6n 3 in enlarging upon which I am the 


more {paring, becaufethe Arts and Me- | 
thods of Detraction being in great part - 


common with thofe of Slander and Cen- 
fare,I have otherwhile in treating upon 


thofe offences more fully declared them. 
gigi hee ox te RR SS oe ee : Now ; 
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Now for diffwading from its Pra- 
&ice, I fhall propound to your Confi- 
deration, the caufes whence it proceed- 
eth, the irregularities and pravities 
which it involveth, the effects which it 

produceth ; the which will appear fo 
afe, and ugly, that whoever {hall con- 
fider them, cannot I {uppofe but loath 
the Daughter of fuch Parents, the fub- 
get of fuch Qualities; and the Mother 
of fuch Children. : 


The caufes of Detraction are 
1. Ill Nature, and bad Humour: as 


_ good Nature, and angenuous Difpofi- 


tion incline men to obferve, like, and 
commend what appeareth beft in our 
Neighbour ; fo malignity of Temper 
and Heart prompteth to efpy, and 


_ catch at the worft: one,as a Bee,gather- 


Expedit vobis 


neminem vide- 


ri bonum, quafi 
aliena virtus 
exprobratio ve- 
flrorum deli- 
orum fit, Sez, 
de Vir. B 19. 


eth Honey out of any Herb ; the other, 


asi Spider, fucketh Poifon out of the 
{weeteft Flower. — | . 
2. Pride, Ambition, and inordinate 
Self-Love: the Detractor would en- 
grofs Praife, and derive all Glory to 
himfelf; he would be the chief, the 
only excellent Perfon; therefore he 
would juftle anothers Worth out of 
the way, that it may not endanger 

* 4 | {tand- 
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{tanding in competition with his, or | 
leflening it by a partnerfhip 5 that it 
may not out-fhine his Reputation, or 
dim it by the luftre thereof. 

_ 3. Envy: A Detractor liketh not to 
fee another thrive, and flourifh in the 
good efteem of men, therefore he 
would gladly blaft his Worth, and 
Vertue 3 his Bye isev#l and fore, there- 
fore would he quench, or cloud the 
light, that dazleth it. | 
' 4. Malicious Revengeand Spite : his 
Neighbours good Practice condemneth 
his bad, Life; his Neighbours worth 
difparageth his unworthinefs 5 this he 
conceiveth highly prejudicial to him 5 
hence in revenge he will labour to vi- 
lify the Worth and good Works of his 
Neighbour. 
5. Senfeof Weaknefs, wantofCou- 0! erate 
_ rage, or defpondency ofhisown Abili- 7, "Syrdveme 
ty: He that in any kind deemeth him- gatvedas, ex 
felf able, or confideth in his own ze cow a heg 
~ Strength, and Induftry, will allow to pening a 
others the commendation befeeming Sus‘ Gsrorrus. 
their Ability ; for he thinketh himfelf pec! 74s 
in capacity to deferve the fame, andas _ 7 
~ he would not lofe the Fruits of his 
own Deferts, fo he taketh it for equita-_ 
ble, that another fhould enjoy them 5 
| to 
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to deprive another of them, he (eth _ 
were in confequence to prejudice his 
ewn capacity and hope: but he that 
feeleth himfelf deftitute of worth, and 
defpaireth to arrive to the credit of 
others, is thence tempted to difparage 
and defame fuch Perfons: this courfe 
hetaketh asthe beft allay of his con- 
temptiblenefs, the only folace for his 
_ defects that he can hepe for 5 being he 
~ cannot arifeto anothers pitch, he would 
bring down that other to his; he can- 
not directly get any praife, therefore 
he would indirectly find excufe, by — 
fhrouding his unworthinefs under the 
blame of others: Hence Detraction is 
a figa of the weakeft and bafeft Spirit; 
‘tis an impotent and groveling Serpent, 
that lurketh in the Hedg, waiting. op- 
portunity to bite the heel of any no- 
bler Creature that pafleth by, 
6. Evil Confcience: A man that is 
Remediun COnfcious to himfelf of a folid worth 
pena fuz ar- and vertue, of having honeft intenti- 
bitrantut Gne- ons, of having performed good Deeds, — 
fi omnibus de. iS fatisfied with the Fruits of inward 
trahatur, { Comfort, and outward Approbation, 
untium Goan, Which they do yield ; he therefore will 
titudo peccan- {corn to feek the bettering himfelf by 


tium. Heer.ad . : : : 
Afiliam. Ep gg the difcredit of others; he will not by | 
O 
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fo mean a pradice, adulterate that 
worth, in which he feeleth fuffictent — 
complacence 3 herather doth like, that 
others fhould enjoy their due commen- 
dation, as juftifying his own claim 
thereto; hewillingly payeth it, becaufe 
he may juftly demand it; and becaufe 
with-holding it from another, may pre- 
judice his own right thereto: But he 
that is fenfible of no good qualities in 
himfelf} that is confcious of no worthy 
ations that he hath done, to breed a 
fatisfaction of mind, or build a repu- 
tation upon, would pleafe himfelf in 
makino others as little better then 
himfelf as he can, would ground a 
kind of credit upon the ruins and rub- 
bilh of another’s fame. When he 
knoweth he cannot fhine by his own 
light, he would feem lefs obfcure by 
eclipfing the brightnefs of others, and 
fhutting out the day from about him; 
conceiving that all things look alike in 
the dark, and that bad appeareth not 
bad where no good is near. 
As alfoa good man liketh Worth and 
Vertue, becaufe they refemble what he 
-difcerneth in himfelf; {0 evil men hate 
them, becaufe they do not find them- 
-felves mafters of them; they are oa 
7 the 
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the Fox, who faid, The Grapes wete 


fowr, becaufe he could not reach thenr; 
and, that the Hare was dry meat, be- 
caufe he could not catchher. A De- 
tractor therefore ‘is. always a bad man, 
and. wanteththofegood qualities which 
he would difparage.: 2 . 
7.. Bad felfifh Defign.: Detraction is 
a.common.Engine, whereby naughty 
men f{trive to compafs their ends; when 
by fair means, by their own Wit, In- 
duftry, Courage, worthy Behaviour, 
they cannot. promote their Intérefts; 
they cannot drive on their ambitious 
or covetous Projects,. they cannot at- 
tain that preferment.or that gain which 
they affect, then they betake themfelves 
to this crooked and foul way of fup- 
planting, by detracting thofe whom. 
they conceit to ftand in the way of 
their Defigns. It was the firft piece of — 
wicked policy that-ever was practifed 
in the World, the Devil by detra@ting | 
from the goodnefs and veracity of God 
(mifreprefenting his Intentions,. and 
mifcon{truing his Commands) {trove 
to atchieve his mifchievous defign of 
feducing our Fore-fathers ; and in his | 
foot-{teps.his. ferpentine Progeny ¢ the 
race of malicious; envious, ambitious, 
| —covetous; 


covetous,and craftyPoliticians)dotread. 
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Ie is obferved to be a Fault that ufually 
haunteth Courts, wherein there is com- 
petition for the favour of a Prince; and 


the confequences thereof, (for Digni- . 


ty, Power, Wealth, Repute); toget 
which to themfelves, they {trive to dif- 
poffefs,; or prevent others by this Iri- 


f{trumentt of Detraction. It is alfo rife 
among Scholars, that 1s, among .Com- 
-petitors for Wit, Learning, Induftry; 
and the rewards of them, Reputation 


or Preferment. From fuch. Principles 


and Caufes ufually doth this Practice 
{pring. 


fe doth involve thefe kinds of itre- 
gularity and pravity. | 
1. Injuftice. A Detrattor careth not 


iI: 


how he dealeth with his Neighbour, _ | 


what wrong he doth him. Juftice ob- 


ligeth to render every man his due-5 
honour to whom honour is due, and praile 
to him that deferveth praife. There 


ean be no greater injury done a man, > 


then to fpoil his belt good,his Vertue 5 
then to rob him of the beft reward of 
his pains and cares, which is a fair Re- 
putation; (I {peak of Rewards which 
lie in. the reachof men). No man 


Bb prizes 
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prizes any thing comparably to his Ho- 
nefty and Honour ; who therefore by 
any means blurreth them, is moft inju- 
rious. Wo unto them---who take the righ- 
teoufnefs of the Righteous from him, Va. 
5. 23. a | 
Injurious indeed he is not only to 
the vertuous Perfon, but to Vertue it 
felf; for commendation isa debt we 
owe to it where-ever it is found; 
which: conduceth to its encouragement 
and advancement 5 and to wrong. 
Goodnefs it felf, is the moft. heinous in- 

2. Uncharitablenefs: It is evident 
that the Detractor doth not love his 
Neighbour 5 for Charity maketh the 
beft of every thing: Charity believeth 
every thing, hopeth every thing to the 
advantage of its Object; Charity de- 
lighteth to fee the Beloved to profper 
and flourifh ; and will therefore con- 
tribute its endeavour to the procuring 
it to do fo: the Detractor therefore 
(who would defile the beft, and dit 


' play the worft in his Neighbour ) can 


have no Charity ; he indeed manifefteth 
the greateft hatred, feeing he ftriveth to 
do the greateft mifchief, to caufe the 
greate{t vexation to his Neighbour, in 

bereaving 
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bereaving him of his moft precious and 
dear enjoyments. 
3. Impiety: He that loveth and re- 
~ verenceth God, will acknowledg and 
_ approve his Goodnefs,in beftowing ex- 
cellent Gifts atid Graces to his Bre- 
thren 5 when fuch appear, he will be 
afraid to difavow, or difgrace them, 
that he may not rob God himfelf of 
_ the glory thence due to his favour and 
mercy, or through his Neighbours fide 
wound the Divine Benignity: he will 
be ready to blefs and praife God for all 
fuch emanations of his Goodnefs ; as 
thofe did in the Goffel, who beholding 
our Saviour's miraculous Works of 
Grace, did glorifie God, who had given 
fuch works unto men : butthe Detractor 
careth not for that; he feareth not to 
bereave God of the honour of difpen- 


fing good Gifts, that his Brother may _ 


not have the honour of receiving 


them; he will rather deny God to be 


good; then allow a man to be fo by his 


Grace and. Blefling ; fo is he no lefs a 


Detractor from God, then from his 
_ Neighbour. | 


Hence of all Offences, Detraction 


certainly muft be moft odious to God: 
He is the God of Truth, and therefore 
| Bb a2 deteft- 
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detefteth Lying, of which Detraction 
ever (efpecially in moral efteem) hatha 
{pice: He is the God of Juftice, and 
therefore ef{pecially doth abhor wrong- 
ing the beft Perfons and Actions 5 he1s 
the God of Love, and therefore can- 
not but loath this capital violation of 
Charity; he is jealous of his Glory, 
and cannot therefore endure it to be 
abufed by flurring his good Gifts and 
Graces; he cannot but hate that Of- 
fence, which approacheth tothat moft 
heinous and unpardonable fin, that 
confifteth in defaming the excellent 
Works performed by Divine Power 
and Goodnefs, afcribing them to bad 


~ Canufes. 


4. Detraction involveth degenerous 
bafenefs, meannefsof {pirit, and want 
of good manners. All men affect to 
feem generous, and will fay, They 
{corn to be bafe; but Generofity is in 
nothing more feen, then in a candid 
eftimation of other mens Vertues and 
good Qualities ; to this generofity of 
Nature, gencrofity of Education, gene- 
rofity of Principles and Judgment do 


all confpiringly difpofe : Tis the nobleft 


kind of courtefie, totender and farther 


_ the Reputation of others 5 to be liberal 


In 
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in beftowing commendation on de- 
ferving Perfons; it obligeth men more 
then any other benefit can do, pro- 
curing them commonly real advan- 
tage, always chearing and fatisfying 
their mind; for in nothing more do 
they pleafe themfelves, then in reap- 
ing this Fruit of their good Intention, 
and. honeft Induftry, the approbation 
of worthy men; it is therefore a 
moft gentile thing thus to oblige 
men. But on the other fide, no- 
thing more plainly argueth a dege- 
nerate, and ignoble heart, ill-breeding 
and. ill-formed Manners, a forry Mind 
and poor Judgment, then to difefteem 
or difparage Worth and Vertue in 


others : “Tis the moft favage rudenef, — 


the. moft fordid iliberality, the moft 
ugly clownifhnefs that can bes of all 
men therefore it moft doth misbe- 
come thofe who pretend to be Gentle- 
men. | | 

5. In confequence to thefe things, 


’ Detraction includeth Folly ; for every 


— anjuft, every uncharitable, every im- 


. pious, every bafe Perfon is (as {uch ) 


aF ool 3 none of thofe qualities are 
confiftent with Wifdom; but the folly 
of it will particularly appear ( toge- 
- Bb 3 
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at 
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ther with its pravity) by the bad and 
hurtful effeéts, which it produceth, 
both in regard to others, and to him 
that pradtifeth it; fome of which are 
thefe: | : —_— 


1. The practice thereof is a great 
difcouragement, and obftrudtion to 
the common practice of Goodnefs: for 


many fecing the beft Men thus difpa- 


raged, and the beft Adtons vilified, 
are difheartned and deterr'd from pra- 
Gtifing Vertue, efpecially in a confpi- 
cuous and eminent degree : Why, will 
many a man fay, Shall I be ftrictly | 
good, feeing Goodnefs is fo liable to | 
be mifufed, feeing thereby I fhall pro- 
yoke the detraGing Tongue, feeing 
my Reward fhall’ be to have a fevere 
inquifition pafs upon me, to have my > 
Life defaced, and my Name befpat- 
tered > Had not [better be contented 
with a mediocrity, and obfcurity of 
goodnefs, then by a glaring luftre - 
thereof to draw the envious eye, and 


kindle raging Obloquy upon me? 


Thus men of a weaker {pirit, or a 
bafhful temper ( who are not {tiff and 
refolute in their way, who have not 
ied ca edie eat Rial 


Rote a 
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gainft rude affaults of their Reputati- 
on) will be {cared and daunted by 
DetraCtion ; fo as confequently to be 
induced, 


---placare invidiam vtrtute relia. 


And when dius the credit of Vertue is 
blafted in its Practifers, many will be 


diverted from it 5 fo will it grow out | 


of requeft, and the World will be 
—— by thefe Agents of the Eu7/ 

ne. | 
--Te were indeed, upon this confide- 

ration, advifable and juft, not to feem 
ever to detract; even not then when 
we are well aflured that by {peaking 
ill, we fhall not really do it; if we 
fhould difcover any Man to feem wor- 
thy, or to be fo reputed, whom yet 
we difcern (by ftanding in a nearer 
light ) not to be truly fuch, having 
had opportunity to know his bad qua- 


lities, bad purpofes, or bad deeds; 


yet Wifdom would commonly dictate, 
and Goodnefs difpofe not to marr his 
repute: If we fhould obferve ( with- 
out danger of miftake } any plaufible 
Action to be performed out of bad 
-Inclinations, Principles, or Defigns 5 
oo “yet 


23 
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yet ordinarily in difcretion and hone- 
{ty we fhould let it pafg with fuch 
commendation as its appearance may. 
procure, rather then to flur it, by ven- 
ting our difadvantagious apprehenftons 
about it: for itis no great harm that 
any man fhould enjoy undeferved com- 
mendation, or that'a counterfeit worth 
fhould find ‘a diffembled refpec 3 it 1s 
but being over-juft, which if it be 
ever a fault, can ‘hardly be {0 in this 
cafe, wherein we do not expend any 


. coft, or fuffer any dammage; but it 


may do mifchief: to blemifh an appear- 
ance of Vertue; it may be a wrong 
thereto to deface its very Image 3 the 
very difclofing Hypocrify doth inflict 
a wound on Goodnefs, and ‘expofeth 
it to fcandal; for bad men thence will 
be’ prone to infer, that all Vertue pro- 
ceedeth from the like bad Principles : 
fo the difgrace caft on that which is 
{purious,* will redound to the preju- 
dice of that which is moft genuine : 
And if it be good to forbear detracting | 
from that worth which is certainly 


-falfe, much more is it fo in regard to — 


that which is poflibly true; and far 
more ‘{uill 1s it fo in refpe@ to that 
which is clearandfure. ¢° 


A Le 
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2, Hence 
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2. Hence Detraction 1s very noxi- 
ous and baneful to all Society 5 for all 
Society is maintained in welfare by en- 
couragement of honefty and induftry ; 
the which, when difparagement ts caft 
upon them, will be in danger to languith 
and decay ; whence a Detractor 1s the 
wor{t Member that can be of a Society ; 
he is a very Moth,a very Canker there- 
in. 

3. Detraction worketh real dam- 
mage, and mifchief to our Neighbour 5 
it bereaveth him of that goodly Repu- 
tation which is the proper reward of 

Vertue, and a main fupport to the pra- 
Cice of it 5 it often really obftructeth 
and difappointeth his Undertakings, 
eftranging thofe from him, or fetting 
them againtft him, who do creduloufly 

entertain it. - , 

"4. The Detractor abufeth thofe, in- 
to whofe ears he inftilleth his poifo- 
nous fuggeftions, engaging them to 
partake in the injuries done to Worth 
and Vertue ; caufing them to entertain 
injuft and uncharitable conceits, to 


pradife unfeemly and unworthy beha- . 


viour toward good men. 
5. The Detractor produceth great 
inconveniences and mifchiefs to him- 
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He raifeth againft himfelf fierce ani- 
mofity, and wrath : for Men, thatare 
confcious to themfelves of their own 
honeft meaning, and blamelefs pro- 
ceedings, cannot endure to be abufed 
by unjuft difparagement; hence are 
they ftirred to boil with paffion, and to 
difcharge revenge upon the Detractor. 

He expofeth himfelf to general ha- 
tred ; all good men loath him as a bafe 
and mifchievous Perfon, and a particu- 
lar Enemy of theirs, always ready to 
wrong them; every man isapt to fay, 


’ He that doth thus abufe another, will _ 
be ready to ferve me in like manner, if 


I chance to come in his way, vilifying 
the beft thing I cando; even the worft 
men will diflike him; for even {uch af- 
fect to do fomewhat laudable or plaufi- 
ble, and would be glad to enjoy ap- 
probation for it; and cannot therefore 
brook thofe who lie in wait to rob 
them of the Fruit of their good endea- 
vours; fo do all men worthily deéteft 
and fhun the Detractor, asa common 
Enemy to Goodnefs firft, and then un- 
to Men. Farther 5 , 

6. The Detrattor yieldeth occafion 
to others,and a kind of right to return 
the fame meafure upon him. If he 

hath 
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hath in him a fhew of any thing lauda- 
ble, men will not allow him any com- 
‘mendation from it : for why, conceive 
they, {hall he receive that which he 
wilh not fuffer others to enjoy > How 
can any Man admit him to have any 
real worth or vertue in himfelf, who 
doth not like it, or treat 1t wellin ano- 
‘ther ? Hence, if a Detractor hath any 
good in him, he much injureth him- 
felf, depriving himfelf of all the re- 
{pect belonging thereto. | 
7. Again, the Detracor (efteeming _ 
things according to moral poffibility | 
will affuredly be defeated in his aims 5 
his detraction in the clofé will avail no- 
_ thing, but to bring trouble and fhame 
upon himfelf; for God hath a particu- 
jar care over Innocence and Goodnefs, 
fo as not to let them finally to fuffer ; 
the good mans Righteonfnefs ke will bring Pial. 37. 6. 
forth as the light, and his Fudgment as 
the noon day: Wife-men eafily will dif- 
cern the foul play, and will {corn it 5 
Good men ever will be ready to clear — 
and vindicate the Truth ; Worth how- 
ever clouded for a time, will break 
through all Mifts, and glorioufly ex- 
pand it felf, to the confufion of itsmott 
lly oppofers, 
ie. “gee Such 
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Such are the natural and obvious ef- 
fedts of this practice ; the confideration 
whereof (together with the caufes 
producing it, and theeflential adjuncts 
which it doth involve) will, I fhould 
think, fuffice to deter us from it. 

I fhall only adjoin one Confiderati- 
on, which our Text fuggefteth: Speck 
not evil of one another, reed faith 

the Apoftle: Brethren 5 That Appella- 
tion doth imply a {trong Argument en- 
forcing the Precept: Brethren, with 
efpecial tendernefs of affection, fhould 
Jove one another, and delight in each 
others good ; they fhould tender the 


- intereft and honour of each other as 


their owns they fhould therefore by 

all meanscherifh and countenance Ver- ’ 
tue in one another, as that which pro- 

moteth the common Welfare, which — 
adorneth and illuftrateth the dignity of 
their Family. We fhould rejoice in 
the good qualities and worthy deeds of 
any Chriftian, as glorifying our com- 
mon Father, as gracing our common | 


_ Profeffion, as edifying the common 


Body. whereof we are Members 3, Mew- 
bers ype are one of another, and as fach 
fhould find complacence in the health 


the 
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the whole doth receive benefit and 
comfort : for one Brother to repine at 


the Welfare, to malign the Profperity, 


to deery the Merit, to deftroy the Re- 
putation of another, 1s very unnatu- 


| yals for one Chriftian any-wife to — 


wrong or prejudice another, 1s highly 
impious. — 


To conclude ; Itisour duty (which 


Equity, which Ingenuity, which Cha- 
rity, which Piety do all concurrently 


oblige us to)) when-ever we do fee any 


good Perfon,or worthy Deed,to yeeld 
hearty efteem, to pay due refpect, glad- 
ly to congratulate the Perfon, and wil- 
lingly to commend the Work ; ren- 


dring withal, thanks and praife for — 


them to the Donor of all good Gifts : 
unto whom, for all the good things be- 
{towed upon us, and upon all his Crea- 
tures, be for ever all glory and praife. 
Amen. 


The 
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The Eighth Sermon. 


S. MATTH. TNs 
Fudg not. 


: Hefe. Words (being part of our 
| Saviours moft Divine Sermon 
~ uponthe Mount) contain a ve- 
ry (hort Précept, but of vaft ufe, and 
eonfequence 3 the obfervance whereof 
would much conduce to the good of 
the World, andto the private quiet of 
each man; it interdicting a Practice, 
which commonly produceth very mif- 
chievous and troublefome Effects; a 
- Pra@ice never rare among men, but 
now very rife; when with the general 
~ eaufes, which ever did and ever will in 
fome meafure difpofe men thereto,fome 
fpecial ones do concur, that powerfully 
incline to-it, + gs 
- There 
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There are innate tomenan injuft 
Pride, emboldning them totake wpon 
them beyond what belongeth to them, 
or doth become them; -an exceflive 
Self-love, prompting them as to flatter 
themfelves in their own conceit; fo to 
undervalue others, and from vilifying 
their Neighbours, to feek commendati- 
on to themfelves; an envious maligni- 
ty, which,ever lufteth to be pampered 
with finding or making faults 5 many 
corrupt Affections,{pringing from flefh- 
ly Nature, which draw’or drive men — 
to this Practice; fo that in all Ages it 
hath been very common, and never any 
profeffion hath been fo mach. invaded, - - 
asthat ofthe Judge 
_ But divers-peculiar Caufes have fuch 
an influence upon our Agé; as more 
{trongly to {way-men thereto: there is 
a wonderful affectation to {fem hugely 
wile and witty ; and how:can. we feent 
fuchmore, thenin putting on ‘the garb 
and countenance of Judges; {canning, 
and pafling Sentence upon all Perfons, 
and ail things incident > ‘there ts an ex- 
treme nicenefs and delicacy of conceit; 
which maketh usapt to relith few things, 
and. to diftaft.any thing; there are — 
diflenfions in opinion, and.addidted- 

: | nefs — 
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_ nefsto parties, which do tempt us, and. | 

fem to authorize usin condemning all 
that differ fromus 5 there is a deep cor- 

ruption of mind and manners, which 

_ €ngageth men in their own defence to 
' cenfure others, diverting the blame | 
fromhome, and fhrowding their owh Expedit’vobis 
under the covert of other mens faults 5 neminem vide. 
there are new principles of Morality, "1 Ponemsquafi 
and Policy, become current with great exprobratio ve. 
Vogue, which allowto do or fay any Saki arion 
thing fubférvient to our Interefts, or (on a a 
Defigns ; which alfo do_ reprefent all 
men fobad, that (admitting them true) 
nothing hardly can be faid ill of any 

man beyond Titith and Juftice. - 

Hence.is the World become {© ex- 

treamly critical and cenforious, that in Esra roy 
many places the chief employment of @rev mv. | 
men, and the main body of converfati- eee 
on is, if we mark it, taken up in judg- Lamers 
ing: Every gofliping is, as it were, a iO wep 7 
Court of Juftice; every feat becometh 5, éu20s re 

a Tribunal 5 at every Table ftandeth a xés, ae 
Bar, whereto all men are cited, where- Ra 
at Every man (as it happeneth) is ar- Ts eheu Sueop 
reigned, and fentenced : No fublimity i ease i, 
or facrednefs of Dignity, no INtegTILY cdurys dmeinil 
or inneécence of Life, no prudence or ae ue 
Circanifpection of Demeanour can ex- Te Onna 
bie Ge  empt 
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empt any Perfon from it; Not one ef- 


capeth being taxed under fome fcanda- 


lous Name, or odious Character, one 


or other. Notonly the outward Adi-. 
ons and vifible Practices of men are © 


“judged 5 but their retired {entiments | 


are brought under. trial, their inward 
difpofitions have a verdi&t paft on them, 
their final {tates are determined. Whole 
Bodies of men are thus judged at once, 


and nothing it is in one breath to damn 


whole Churches, atone pufh to throw © 
down whole Nattons into the bottom- 
lefs Pit. All mankindina lump isfe- 


_verely cenfured, as void of any real 


oodnefs, or true vertue 5 fo fatally 
epraved as not to be corrigible by any 
good difcipline, not to be recoverable 
even by the grace of God: yea God . 
himfelf'is hardly {pared,his Providence 
coming under the bold obloquy of 


thofe, who (as the Pfalwift {peaketh 


Pfal. 7 3 8,9. | 


commonly did well underftand the na- 


of fome in his time,whofe race doth yet 
furvive) fpeakloftily,and fet their Mouth 
again{t the Heavens. 

This beingtoo apparently the. pre- 
fent {tate of things, and obvious pra- 
cticeof men, it were defirable; that in 
order to their being reclaimed, men 


ture 
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ture ofthis. practice with the heinous 


guilt, and confequently the deadly 
hazard they do incur thereby : at. this 
purpofe my difcourfe fhall aim,wherein 
I {hall endeavour both -to defcribe the 


nature of the practice forbidden in my 


Text, and to declare the pravity, ini- 
quity, and folly.of it. | 

_ Fudge not. Asto the word. we may 
obferve; that it being in. it {elf accord- 
ing to its primitive fence of a middle 

_and indifferent fignification, is yet fre- 
_ quently in the Scripture ufed in the 
wort fence 5 fo asto import thofe acts; 
or ‘thofe effects of judgment, which 


_ pafs to the difadvantage of the Perfons’ 


fubjected thereto ; for condemnation, 
and for infliction of punifhment: And 
this fence here furely the wotd doth 
principally refpect; yetnot fo precifely 


asto exclude fomewhat contained in 


the larger fence: We are fo prohibited 


the condemning, and punifhing our - 


Neighbour in his good name, that 
withal fome.aGs antecedent, or conco- 
mitant to thofe, are glanced at in the 
prohibition : undue application there- 
to, unjuft proceeding therein are alfo 


- fignified unlawful; for the meaning | 


of the word; and the reafon of the 


Cec 2 cafe 
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cafe maybe fo far extended. 

But for the fuller and clearer un- 
derftanding of the matter, we muft ob- 
ferve, that there are divers forts of 
Judging, or acts refembling Judgment, 
which do not belong to this precept 5 
which it is requifite to diftinguith from. 
this Judging prohibited. Lg? . 

1. Thatexercifing publick Judgment, 
or adminiftring Juftice is not here pro- 
hibited, I need not to infift, that is 
neceflary ; HumaneSociety could not 


- fubfift, Right could not be maintained, 


nor Peace preferved without it; God 
thereby governeth the World, earthly 


Judges being his Inftruments and Subfti- 


tutes ; fich Judgment isnot fo much 


the act of men, asof God himfelf, by 


whofe Authority, in whofe Name, for 


whofe Service it isminiftred. As Mofeés— 


told the Judges in his time,. Lou fhall not 
be afraid of the Pace of Man, for the 
Fudgment is God's, And in numberlefs 
places of Scripture this Judgment is al- 
lowed, and authorized 3: at therefore is 


‘not touchedhere. 


2.That Trial and Cenfare (although 
out of Court, and without formal pro- 


~ eefs) which any kind of Superiors do 


exercife upon their Inferiors,committed 
, - to 
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to their infpection and care 3 fuch as of | 
Parents over Children, Mafters over 
Servants, Paftorsovertheir Flock, any 
Governours over their Charge, their 
~ Admonitions, Reprehenfions,and Cor-. 
rections are to be excepted hence, as 
bemg in themfelves needful, and war- 
ranted, yea enjoyned by God. | 

3. Neitherare fraternal correption 
_ or friendly reproof (proceeding out of 
charitable defign, upon clear ground, | 
im fit feafon, within reafonable compafs) 
concerned in this prohibition 5 this be- 
ing a wholefome practice, and a duty 
incumbent on us: Thou fhalt (faith the roy. 49.17. 
Law) wot hate thy Brother in thine 1 Thefl. 5.14. 
heart ; thou fhaltin any wife rebuke thy 
Neighbour, and not fuffer Sim upon 
hime. 
4. All obferving,and reflecting upon 
our Neighbours Actions, all framing 
an opinion about them, and exprefling 
our Minds concerning them are not for- 
bidden. For we arenot bound perpe- 
- tually to {hut our Eyes, or go about 
hood-winked 5 nor to ftop our Ears 
and make our {elves deaf: And how 
can we forbear to think according to 
plain evidence? how can we refift the 
impreflions of fenfé upon our Minds 

7 | Cc 3 how 
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how can we conteft notorious experi- 


ence? How alfo barring fuch appre- ~ 


henfions of ‘obvious and apparent 
things,:could we bear teftimony con- 


cerning them >: how could we fignifie 


eur approbation or diflike of them? 

how could we for his:amendment admos 

nifh or reprove our-Neighbour, asin 

fome cafes we are obliged todo ? : 

‘ . g, Weare not hence obliged tothink 

{fo well of all men, as withaut compe- 

tent knowledg always to rely upon thei 
‘pretences, or to intruft our interefts in 
their hands ; for common experience 

acquainteth usthat we may be deceived - 

in trufting men, Prudence biddeth us 

in matters af importance.not to confide 

iM wuNeertainties; »wherefore ‘we fhallk 

not be culpable for being wary in fuch 

eafes: this indeed-is. not. a pofitive 

Judgment, but only a waving to declare 
in favour, when fufficient ground of 
doing fo doth not appear; it is only a 
reafonable fufpecting the poflibility of 
mifcarriage in {ome Perfons,nota down- 
right afferting ill concerning any one 
man; wherefore to do -it:as it fuiteth 
difcretion, fo.it dath not thwart Juftice 
oer Charity; and cannot therefore be 
prohibited here: = to er Aas 
: | 6. We 
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6. We are alfo not hence obliged, 
in contradiction to plain fenfe, to judg 
well of men; accounting him for a 
Saint, or a good man, whom we fee 
living diforderly, or committing {can- 
dalous offences; plainly repugnant to 
the rules of Piety, Juftice, or Sobriety. 
In fine, There are fome fpecial 
cafes, and circumftances, wherein good 
men excufably may in fevere terms de- 
clare their refentment of manifeft wick- 


ednefs, efpecially fuch as is prejudicial 


to God’s Honour, and publick good. 
Of this there are divers inftances,which 
yet hardly can be reduced to common 
rules, or propofed for general example; 
the matter being ticklifh, ‘and men be- 
ing apt to pervert any liberty or pre- 
tence of this kind,by indulging to their 

own bad humours and paffions. 
Thefe forts ofallowable Judgments be- 
ing excepted, itisthen private,affected, 
needlefs, groundlefs, rafh and harfh cen- 
furing the perfons or actions of our Bre- 
thren; fuch as doth refemble not the 
acting of a lawful Superior,ofa needful 
Witnefs, of-a faithful Friend, but ofa 
Judg, acting without competent right, 
upon no good grounds, or in undue 
manner, which is here interdicted: the 
Cc4 word 
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word Fudging doth well imply the na- 
ture of this Fault, the manner of our 
proceeding therein, the grounds of its — 
unlawfulnefs ; neither perhaps can we 
better underftand our duty in this mat- 
ter, then by expending what are the 
Properties and Obligations of a Judg, 
and comparing our practice: thereto 5 
for thence it may plainly appear how 
unqualified we are to bear this Office, 
and how unduly we execute it. 

1. No Judg fhould intrude himéfelf 
into the Odice, or aflume a Judicial 
Power without competent Authority 5, 
that is, by delegation from. Superior 
Powers, or by voluntary reference of © 
the Parties concerned. - This Conditi- 
on we fail-in, when-ever without war- 


rant from God, or -fpecial ‘reafon: ex: 


acting it from us, we do pry into, fcan, 
and tax the Actions of our Neighbour. 
When, I fay, we are pragmatically in- 


‘quilitive into the Purpofes and Pro- 


ceedings of our Svperiors, of our 
Equals, of thofe who are not fubject 
to our Charge and Care, when we nar- 
rowly examine them: When we pe- 
temptorily blame them, then do we 
unduly exalt our {elves above them,and 
exercife an unwarrantable jurifdiction 

a a over. 
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over them. What Senfe doth offer,. | 
we may receive in3 what Fudgment 
Reafor doth extort, we aig follow 3 
what Teftimony publick Benefit re- 
quireth, we may yield 5 what Expref- 
fion Charity doth call for toward our 
Neighbour’s edification, we may fea- 
fonably vent: but if we proceed fur- 
ther in this way, the Party concerned 
may appeal from us as incompetent 
and unlawful Judges of his ations, or Quid in pote- 
his ‘ftate 5 we are arrogant and injuri- {tem alien 
ous in prefuming to exercife that Office, temerarius Dei 
God is the Mafter and Judg of Me aE On. 
and without Authority from him, we lib. 2. 
muft net prefume to judg his Servants 
and Subjed&s: So we are taught by 
S. Paul; Who (faith he) art thou that Rom. 144 
judgeft another xean's Servant 2 to his 
ovn Mafter he flardeth or faleth: and 
S. James in like manner upon the fame 
sround expoftulateth with the Cenfu- | 
rer 3 Lhere is (faith he 5 one Law-giver, Jam4 1% 
who is able to fave,or to deftroy; Who art 
thou that judgeft another? Our Lord 
himfelf for this reafon declined inter- 

-medling in the affairs of Mens Who ukess. 14: 
(faid he) made me a Fudg, or Divider. | 
éver you? And fhall we conftitute our 
{elves in the Office, thall we feat our 
— ae ee a felves 


oe 
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(elves on the Tribunal, without any - 
Commiffion from God, or Call from 


_ Men? How many Judges, if this pro- 


 Levit.rg.1. 


vifo were obferved, would have their 
quietus ? how many Cenfures would 
fe voided hence? | 

_ 2. A Judg fhould be free from all 
Prejudices, and all partial Affections 3 
efpecially from thofe which are difad- 
vantagious to the Party in danger to 
fuffer 5 fuch as tempt or incline to con-_ 
demn him ; from il-opinion,and ill-will, 
from anger, envy, revengefulnefs, con- 
tempt, and the like : for he that is po 
fefled with thefe, isno wife qualified to 
be a Judg 5 his eyes are blinded, or 
diftorted, or infected with bad tin- 
tures, fo that he cannot difcern what 
is right, or that he feeth things repre- 
fented in the wrong place, and under 
falfe colours: His Mind is diftompo- 
fed and difturbed, fo that he cannot 
calmly and fteadily apprehend or con- 


- fider the juft ftate of the Cafes his 


Jam. 2.4. 
Matth. 22.16, 
1 Tim. 5. 20 


Will is biafled, and ftrongly propend- 
eth one way, fo that he cannot pro- 
ceed uprightly in a ftreight and even 
courfe : Being not indifferently affe@ted,, 
‘but concerned on one fide, he is be- 
come a Party, or an Adverfary, ‘and 

7 ee ae eS ‘thence 
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thence unfitto be a Judg; Hehathde- = 

~ ¥ermined the Caufe with himfelf before- 

~ hdnd, fo that no ‘place is left to further 

__ difcuffion or defence; wherefore before 

fuch a Judg the beft Caufe will fall,the 

cleareft Innocence fhall: not preferve 

from condemnation. He therefore that 

will’ undertake this Office, muft firft 

deveft -himfelf of all Prejudices, muft 

rid himfelf of all Paflions, muft purify 

himfelf from all corrupt Inclinations, 

taking. care not: to: come with a con- 

demning Mind, or a luft to punifh the 
obnoxious Party 5 otherwife a juft Ex- 

ception lieth againft him, and reafo- — 
nably. his Jurifdiction may be decli- 

ned. . ee ee oe ee 

.. If this Rule were put in practice, 

there would be: little cenfuring-; for 

few come to.it with a free. and pure 

Mind 3° few blame their Neighbours 

without fome preoccupation of Judg- 

ment, or -fome . difaffection toward. | 

Chien, So gS. Se Se 

3. A Judg fhould never proceed in 
udgment, without careful examiati- 

— e@nof the Caufe, fo as well to under- 

ftand it. Even thofe, who out of ‘in- Devt.1.166 

difpenfible Duty, or by a juft Power 

may call others to accompt, are yet ob- 


Dae aa, > liged 


A4 
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| liged to be wary, and never to pais 


Sentence. without due cognizance of 
the Caufe 5 otherwife they will judg 
blindly and rafhly; they will either: 


decide wrongly, or fo truly, that do- 
ing it muft be imputed not to their | 


Vertue, but to their Fortune ; often — 
they will be miftaken, and ‘tis luck 
that they are not fo always 5; and what 
plainer Iniquity can there be, then that 
the Reputation or real Intereft of any. 


- Man fhould be put to the arbitrement 


of Chance ; that he fhould be defamed, 
or damnified, not for a certain Faule, 
but from an unhappy Lot? As things 
viewed at a diftance appear much dif- 
ferent in bignefs, fhape, and colour 
from what they are in nature and reali- 
ty; fo if we do not look nearly and 
narrowly, we fhall greatly mifappre- 
hend the nature, the degrees, the right 
characters of things, and of perfons; 
then beour pretence to judg never fo 
fair, yet our proceeding is unjuft 5 then 
if we do unduly invade the place, it 
will be a great aggravation of our mif- 
demeanour: If of our own head and 
pleafure, we will conftitute our felves 
Judges, yet at leaft we fhould a& the 
Judges part, in patiently attending to, 

- 3 and 
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_ and heedfilly fifting the Caufe : If we 
have not a ftomack to hear, if we will 
not afford the care to mind what may 
be alledged in favour of the Party 
concerned; if wecannot, or will not 
{ean every Point and Circumftance, 
which may ferve to acquit him, or to 
excufe and extenuate his Guilt, why 
do we undertake to be his Judges? 
Why do we engage our felves into the 
Commiflion of fo palpable injuftice ? 
yea, of fo difgraceful folly : for, He 


that anfwereth a Matter before he heareth | 


it, it is (faith the wifé Maz) a folly, 
and fhame unto him. This Caution ex- 
cludeth rafh Judgment, from which if 
Men. would abftain, there would be 
little cenfuring : for nothing is more 
ordinary, then for men to do like thofe 
of whom S. Fude faith, “‘oow sn disuor, 


AS 


Prov. 18.83- 


CrAaoguusa, they rail at what they know Jud. 10, | 


wot 5 they cenfure Perfons with whom 
they are not throughly acquainted,they 
condemn Actions, whereof they do 


not clearly ken the Reafons ; they lit- | 
tle weigh the Caufesand Circumftances 
which urge or force men to dothings; .__ 


they ftand at great diftance, and yet 
with great aflurance and peremptori- 
niefS determine how things are, as if 
, | " 


they 
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they did fee through them, and knew 

them moft exadly. Yep 
\_ 4. A Judg fhould never pronounce | 

final Sentence, but ex allegatis «< pie- 

batis, upon good grounds, after:cer- 

tain Proof, and upon full Convi&ion. 

Not any flight Conjecture, or thin 

Surmife; any idle Report, or weak 

- Pretence.is fufficient to graund.a Cons 
demnation upon ; the Cafe fhould be 

_ , . 4rrefragably clear and fure before we 
Joln 7.24: determine on the worfe fide: Fudg 
i AN i i not (faith out Lord ) according to the 
Gtcewv, erelvdy Appearance, but judg righteous Judgment. 
50a The Jews fecing our Lord cure an in- 
mi Chvyt im fitm Perfon upon the Sabbath Day; 
Gen. Hom42 prefently upon that femblance condem- 
ned-him of violating. the Law ; not 
confidering either the fence of the Law, 

Quod proba OF the nature-of his performance § and 
non poteitymi- this he termeth unrighteous Judgment. 
hiine@umeft. Every Accufation .fhould ‘be deem- 
De occultis €d: null,. until both as to matter of 
oe ae fact; and in pointof right, it be firmly 
re iniquum eft, Proved true 5 it fufficeth not to prefumeé 
& cum cujus it may be fo5 to fay, It feemeth thus, 
orera tif ba doth not. found like the Voice of a 
‘ha, peccatum Judg 5 otherwife feeing there. never is 

a poor dea wanting fome colour of Accufation, 
re. Fob; 3.1. every Action being liable to fome fix 
ne | {picion, 


~ the Guilty, yieldeth only a remote pro- _ 
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fpicion, or finifter conftrucion, noIn- - 
~ nocence could be fecure, no Perfon 
could efcape condemnation ; the Re-— 
| putation and Intereft of all men living 
| would continually ftand expofed to 


inevitable danger. It is a Rule of 


| Equity and Humanity,buile upon plain ~ 


Reafon, that rather a Nocent Perfon 


_ fhould be permitted to efcape, thenan _ 


Innocent fhould be conftrained to fu 
fer : for the impunity of the one is but 
an inconvenience, the fuffering of the 
other is a wrong; the punifhment of 


-*bable benefit ; the affliGion of the 
- BlamelefS, involveth a near certain mif- 


chief : wherefore it is more prudent 
and more righteous to abfolve a Man, 


of whofe guilt there are probable Ar- 
- guments, then to condemn any Man 
upon bare fufpicions. And remarkable 
jt is how God in the Law did prefcribe 


the manner of Trial and Judgment, 


~ even in the higheft Cafe, and moft 


nearly touching himfelf, that of Idola- 
try; If (faith the Law, Dent. 17. 4.) 


it be told thee, and thou, haft heard of it, 


and enquired diligently, and behold it be 


_ true, and the thing certain, that fuch an 


abomination is wrought in Virael 5 then 


fhalt 
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 fhalt thou bring forth that wan, or that 
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mona, and fbalt ftoxe them : See what 
great Caution ts prefcribed, what preg- 
nant Evidenice is required infuch Cafes; 
it is not enough that it bereported, or 
‘come to our earsdiligentinquiry mutt be 
mallet muft be found true, ttmuft ap- 
pear certain, before we may proceed to 


- condemn, or execute 3 it is indeed not 


fair judgment, but. meer calumny to 
_ condemn a man, before he doth by 


fufficient proof. appear guilty. _ 

_ If this Rule were regarded, .how 
many Cenfures would be prevented ?. 
For do not men catch atany fhadow of 
a Fault ? are they hot ready upoa the 
Jeaft prefumption to condemn their — 


Neighbour? Doth not any, even the 


weakelt & vaineit te{timony, any wan- 
dring hear-fay, or vulgar rumour ferve 
to ground the molt heavy Sentences > 
5. From henceis plainly confequent, 
that there are divers Caufes wholly ex- 
empted from our Judgment, and which 
in no cafe we muft pretend to meddle 
with 5 fuch as are the fecret thoughts, 
affections, and purpofes of men, not 
exprefled by plain words, nor declared 


by overt acts 3 for a capacity. of. judg- 


ing, doth ever fuppofe a power of cog- 
so | nizance 3 
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mizanee. § and it being impoffible for 
us to reach the kniowledg of thofe | 
things, we cannot therefore pretend. to. 
judg of them. As itis the property of 
God to.fearch the Hearts, and try the 
Reins; fo it is his Prerogative to judg 
concerning the fecret motions in them 5 
the. which: we attempting todo, no lef 
vainly and foolifhly, then prefumptu- 
oufly and profanely do encroach up- 
OMe tn or ae 2 wet ees | - 
This Point alfo being regarded; | 
‘would prevent innumerable rafh Judg- 
‘ments 3 for men commonly done lefs 
dive into the thoughits, and reprehend: 
the inward difpofitions.and defigns of 
- their Neighbour, then they dohis moft 
apparent and avowed Actions; ‘tis al. _ 
moft.as ordiriary to blame men for the 
jnvifible. workings of their Mind, ag 
for their moft vifible deportment in 
Converfation... 6 
+ 6. Hence alfo itis not commonly. al- 
lowable to judg concerning the. {tate 
¢ either prefentor final) of our Neigh- 


‘bour in regard to God f0,a8 to,take pad de 


him for a wicked man, or to denounce sgaglibas, x 

Reprobation upon-him : for the. ftate afer, mely 
1 : rT HAS. 1TH. 

ef. men is not fo. much determined by 5, ce 


fingle Actions, as RY, a body of Pra- Césay. Greg. 


eh ce, Naz. aes . 
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Pfal. 139. 6. 


y $am.16.7- 
Ifa. 11. 3. 


~ Pfal.139.2,3. 


Prov. 16. 2. 
r Sam. 2. 3. 
Pfal. 103. 14. 
Job 14. 16. 
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ice, or by a long courfe and tenour 
of Life, compoundedand complicated 
of Actions in number and kind uncon- 
ceivably various ,_it dependeth not on= 
ly upon external vifible Behaviour, but _ 
upon the practice of clofe Retirements, 
and occult motions of Soul; upon the 
refults of natural Temper, upon the 
influence of fortuitous Circumftances 3 
upon many things indifcernible, mfcru- 
table, and unaccomptable to us; the 
which God alone can perceive, and 
eftimate throughly : Ged feeth not (as 
he did himfelf tell Samuel) as man fe- 
eth 3 for man looketh on the outward ap- 
pearance, but God locketh on the heart : — 
He fearcheth cur hearts, and underfiand- 
eth our thoughts afar offs He conepaffeth 
our path, and is acquainted with alt our 
ways: Heweigheth ourefpirits 5 be know- 
eth our frame, he numbreth our fteps 3. 
he fcanneth our Defigns, and poifeth 
all our Circumftances exactly; he doth 
penetrate, and confider many things 
tranfcending our reach, upon which 
the true worth of Perfons, and real 
merit of Actions do depend; he there- 
fore only can well judg of mens ftate. 
As a {pecious out-fide doth often cover 
inward hollownef$ and foulne&, fo 
| | under 
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under an unpromifing appearance 
much folidity and fincerity of Good- 
nefs may lodg ; a dirty ground doth 
' often contain good Seeds within it 5 
our judgment therefore in fuch Cafes 
is likely (at leaft in degree ) to be fal- 
lacious and unjuft 5 and therefore it is 
fit to fuperfede it, according to the ad- 
vice and difcourfe of S. Paul; He that 
judgeth me is the Lord 5 Therefore judg 
zothing before the time, until the Lord 
comes who both will bring to light the 
hidden things of darkuefs,and make ma- 
— wifeft the counfels of the beart 5 andthen 
fhall every man have praife (that is a 
right eftimate of his Perfon and Deeds) 
from God, | 2. ¢ 
| If this were duly confideted, many 

hard ie. es and many harfh words 

would be {pared ; Men would not be 
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fo apt to damn thofe, whoni they have | 


no skilltotry, | 
_ 7. Farther; A Judg fhould not un- 
dertake to proceed again{t any many, 


withowe warning and citing him toap+ 


pear, or without affording him com- 


vetent liberty and opportunity to de- 
fend and juftifie himfelf? Judgment 


fhould not be adminiftred clancularly,; — 


7 i datk Corners, but in open Court 5 
Dd2 not 


Adts 25. 16, 
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not fufpicioufly, in a mutterigg or | 
whifpering way ; but frankly, witha 


clear and audible voice; not upon 


furprize, but with allowance of leifure 
and advice, that the Party may bg able ~ 
to apprehend his Cafe, and manage his 
Plea, for his beft defence: for it may 
juttly be prefumed, that as he is moft 
concerned, fo he is beft acquainted 
with his own Proceedings, and may _ 
allege Reafons for them, whichno man | 
can fo well perceive as himfelf 5 it is 
therefore fit that he fhould be heard, — 

before he is condemned, thathe may. 
not fuffer wrong ; at leaft that he may 
be convinced that he doth not, and 
that our proceeding may be cleared 
from mifprifion 5 that alfo the World 


may be fatistied of Juftice being done 5 


and that likewife falfe Accufers may be 
liable to due fhame and chaftifement. 
The manner of proceeding ufed by the 
Romans, and reported by Feftws in 


S. Paul's Cafe, was full of reafon and 


equity: lt 7 xot (faid that Governor) 


the manner of the Romans to deliver any 


man to die, before that ke, which is ac- 
cufed, have the Accufers face to face, and 
kave licenfé to anfwer for himfelf, con- 
cerning the Crinte laid againft bine > 


~  Other- 


4 


The Eighth Sermon. © 53 
Otherwie indeed any Innocence may Xeh ris évvs- 
eafily be opprefled irrecoverably, with- 0 Baa 
out any defence, and confequently yogsuive S2- 


without any means of evafion or re- 72” 727 2- 


HOLY Legs AY 


drefs. We fhould never yield both p73, Ke. 
ears to the Accufer, but referve one I heod. gp: 91. 
for the Accufed. Theend of Juftice, God bimfuf 


; , ° (as fome of ate 
we may confider, is not to condemn “jy ™ 


-nor to work mifchief to any one, but frre) bath 

rather, {0 far as may be, to acquit and [evel 
prevent eviltoall; at leaft it aimeth to +4: Equity, 

clear the Truth, and ftatethe Cafe in- defcendam igi- 
| differently ; wherefore ‘tis jult, that (ere a. 
_ all advantage that well can be, fhould Ketrer  ouga's 
be afforded tq the obnoxious Party for a bal 
his juftification and deliverance 3 at vov clo mv- 
Jeaft that he be not denied equal ad- si”, Ar o- 
vantage with his Profecutors ; Huma- earze40 


nity would allow him fome favour 3 Sexe tyds 


the moft rigorous Juftice cannot refule J ifeuy 
him leave to conteft his Caufe upon chs séjour. 
equal terms: wherefore ‘tis fit that he agree 2 
fhould be acquainted with his Cafe, 22 Elian.” 
that competent time and means {hould 

be afforded him to prepare for his De- 

fence, that his Plea fhould reccive, if 

not a favourable, yet a free audience : 

the contrary practice is indeed rather 
backbiting, whifpering, fupplanting, 

or fycophantry, then fair and lawful © 

_ judging.  Dpd3 °* ~~ The. 
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The obfervation of this Rule would. 


alfo cut off many Cenfures 5 forfeldom 
it is that our Cenfurers do charge men 
to their faces, but rather take all poffi- 
ble care, that what they fay may never 
come to the ears of thofe whom they 
accufe ; they fear nothing more then 


being confronted, and detected 5 they 
decline the fhame and the requital due — 


totheir fycophantick practice; which 
isa manifeft Argument of their foul 
dealing ; and they no lefs in reality do 


thence condemn themfelves, then they 


would feem to condemn others. 
- 8. Moreover, a Judg is obliged to 


conform all his Determinations to the 


fetled Rules of Judgment, fo as never 


to condemn any man for acting that, 


which is injoined, or approved, or per 
mitted by them; he muft not: pro- 
nounce according to his private fancy, 
or particular affeGion, but according 
to the {tanding Laws; which as they 
are the only certain Rules.of Moral 
Action, the only Grounds of Obligati- 
on, the only Standards of Guilt and 


Innocence, {0 in reafon they fhould be 


the fole Meafures of Judging 5 he that 
proceedeth otherwife, is an: arbitrary 


and a flippery Judg 5 he encroacheth, 


upon: 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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upon the Right and Liberty of: thofe 
with whom he medleth, pronouncing 
them Guilty, whom God and Reafon 
do proclaim blamelefs. This is that 
| which S. Paul doth reprove in the 14th Rom. 14 
to the Romans, and other-where ; the lee 
Cafe was this ; Some were of opinion, 
that abftainmg from fome kinds of 
Meat, and obferving fome Feftival 
Times, were matters of Duty required 
| by God ; others thought it free to 
eat any thing, and to ufe any times a- 
dike: thefe, according to fuch their 
private opinions, did cenfure the 
practices of each other 5 one Party con- 
ddemned the other as tranfgrefling Du- 
ty, the other contemned them as weak 
_ in Judgment ; but the Apoftle reprov- 
eth: both as irregular in their Behavi- 
our, in taxing one another for Matters 
which en both hands were indifferent ; 
the Divine Law having clearly neither 
enjoined thofe obfervances, nor pro- 
hibited them ; fo that each man had a. 
— Jiberty to do,or to abftain,ashe thought 
~ good, or mofi agreeable to his Duty, 
and conducible to his Salvation : So 
4s 1t culpable in us to blame any man _ 
for doing that which is not repugnant 
to God's exprefs Command, or to the 
. d 4 plain 


o. 
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| plain Diates'.of Reafoit: 

_: Theobferving this Condition,would 
{mother. many Cenfures: For do we 
hot, commonly reprehend our Neigh- 
bours for practices wholly. blamelefs, 
perhaps commendable.? Do we not 
fometimes grievoufly. reproach. them 
for-not complying with our Defires,for 
not ferving: our Interefts, for not jump 
ing with our Humours, for not dancing 
after our Pipe ; for diflenting from us 
in- any: Conceit, ‘although: dubious. or 
falfe 3 for difcofting: from our praGice, 
although bad or inconvenient >. Say we 
not ordinarily, he is. morofe, «peevith, 
fingular, rude, becaufe he will not raz 
with us into the fame excefs of Riots. he 
is weak, nice, -{uperftitious, - becaufe — 
he conftantly and {trictly--adhereth to | 

his Duty 5 he is negligent, loofe, pro- 
fane, .becaufe he ufeth his liberty in 
fome ‘mattets. sndifferent >? Bar :fach. 
‘tatters.of obloquy,. into how narrow. 
a compats would .it-bereftrained > 
| _ + g+ Hence farther it is to befuppofed, 
Ege ‘eet that a Judg fhould.be a Perfonof-good 
a a ey Knowledg and Ability 5. well verfed 
fei’ dya5% and skilful in. the. Laws concerning 
Ce Matters, under debate ;..endued with 
/ "+ good meafure of Reafon, enabling him 
, we By : ag 


va 
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as to fift aud canvas Matters of Fact, 
{o to compare them. accurately with 
the Rules of Right ; for nothing is 
more abfurd then:an Ignorant, and un- 
skilful. Judg. Men: therefore of weak 
Capacity, of mean Education, of {mall 


_ Experience, are qualified to judgin 
few Cafés, moft things being placed . 
above: their reach 5 fuch never fhould — 
prefume to-cenfure Actions, the worth © 


or moral quality. whereof, depend up- 
on the ftating and refolution of ab- 
ftrufe, intricate, or fubtile Queftions : 
It is-not itherefore for Mechanicks or 
Rufticks to judg about Difficulties of 
Science, about Controverfies -in.. Reli- 
gion, about Myfteries of Policy, or 
Reafons of State3--or to cenfure thofe 
who deal in them 3 in fo doing, they 
hugely trefpafs beyond their Calling 
and. Sphere; thty do ftrangely -mif- 


become’ the Bench, and will very un-— 


towatdly misbehave themfelves there- 
on; the decifion of fuch Matters is to 
be referved to thofe, who by ftudy and 
~ experience have attained. peculiar Fa- 
_ culties to do itrefpedtively. . 


, Obferving this Roint, would draw — 


many down from. their ufurped, Seats 


t/, oe ik. go oen= 
- “wt sa thegie 


ee 
va 


of Judicature,and ftop numberlefs vain | 
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Sine dubio in 
‘omnibusftatim 
accufationibus 
hoc agendum 
eft, né ad eas 
libenter de. 
{cendiffe vide~ 


'  amur. Quantil. 


. II. I. 
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Sentences; we fhould have very few — 
Judges left, if all men would be fo 
a and fo wife, as not to meddle 
beyond their skill and ability. 

10. Again; ‘It is proper fora Judg 


not to make himfelf an Accufer 5 not 


to feek for Mifdemeanours; not to 
draw more Caufes under his cogni- | 
zarice, then are in courfe prefented be- 
fore him: He fhould rather judg as 
out of conftraint, then of choice 5 
rather as forry to finda Neceflity, then 
glad to {hatch an occafion of condem- 
ning Offenders. So fhould we rather 
decline, then feek the Office of cenfu- 


ring our Brethren, rather conniving 


at, and concealing their Faults, then 
being forward to expofe them 5 abfo- | 
lute Reafon only fhould induce, or 
indifpenfible Neceffity force us there- 
to. : 
This alfo greatly would dimimith the 
Trade of Cenfuring 5 for if we fhould 
never cenfure without great Reafon or 


neceffity, how feldom fhould we do 


it > Do we not rather affect to do it 
cauflefly and needlefly ? do we not 
eagerly fearch after, and greedily em- 
brace all occafions to doit? Is it not 
a pleafant entertainment to-us, to be 

carping | 
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carping and cavelling at any Body we 
meet, at any thing we {€e done ? Far- 
ther, | 7 oe 
41. He that pretendeth to judg 
others, fhould himfelf be innocent ; 
under no Indictment, and not liable to — 
Condemnation : Is it not very impro- Cum ip fis 
per for a Criminal, for one who is not reus,inalterum 
only in Truth, and in his own Confei- 24° fr 
ence guilty, but who ftandeth actually op. 2. 
convicted of heinous Offences, to fit 
upon the Bench, determining about 
the Deeds and the States of others ? 
It is the cafe of us all, we are all noto- 
rioufly guilty of heinous Crimes before 
God, we all do lie under the Sentence Pfal.1q3.2. 
of his Law; wedoall ftand in need of 
Pardon from our Judg, his Mercy is 
our only Hope and Refuge ; and fhall 
‘we then pretend to be Judges, or be 
paffing Sentence on our Brethren? If 
only thofe, who are free and guiltlefs, 
fhould judg, who could undertake it > 
- there would furely be no more, then 
there appeared then, when in the Cafe 
- of the Woman taken in Adultery, our 
Lord propounded the like condition 5. 
‘o dveudpril@- iuar, He that w without tons. 79. 
fin among you, let him caft the ferft fione 
“at her > upon which Propofition the | 
at pee tree ae Sequel 


’ 
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Sequel was 3 And they which heard it, 


being convitted by their own Confcience, 


went out one by one, beginning at the 


eldeft, even to the lafts and fefus was 


left alone, and the woman ftanding in 
the midft 5 {0 infallibly fhould no man 
be allowed to judg, who were nothim- | 
felf void of like Guilt, would every 


12. Laftly ; It is the property of a 
good Judg to proceed with great mo- 
deration, equity, candor, and mild- 
nefs; asa general Friend, a Friend to 
Juftice, to the Publick, to Mankind, | 
to the Party impeached: As a Friend 
to Juftice, he fhould be careful that the 
Defendant receive no wrong in his 
Credit, or Intereft; asa lover of the 
Publick, he fhould wifh that no Of- 
fences or Scandals be found 5 out of 


humanity he fhould defire, that no. 


man may incur the blemifh of guile, 


or pain of fuffering 5 he fhould ten- 


der the Parties Cafe as compaflionable, 
and defire that he may be delivered - 
from the evil threatning him 5 this 
fhould render him willing to acquit, 
and free the Party, apt to apprehend 


and interpret all things favourably, 


ready to excufe and mollifie the bufinefs 
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- what he can; far from picking faults 
out of obfcure furmifes, or flender 
pretences, from aggravating the mifcar- 
_ yiages that are detected, from ftretch- 
_ ing the blanie farther then it will reach 
of it felG or making the cafe worfe 


then it needs muft be, from pronoun- — 


cing a harfh or heavy fentence thereon. 
He fhould always be of Counfel to the 


Defendant, pleading his Caufe fo far _ 


as truth and equity will permit; put- 
ting himfelf in his Cafe, and thence no 
wife dealing with him more rigoroufly, 
. then he, according to impartial judg- 
ment, fhould in the like cafe deem it 
equal that himfelf fhould be dealt 
with : in fine, however the Matter in 
the refult appear to ftand, he fhould 
avoid rigour and extremity, he fhould 
exercife clemency and mercy. 


Jf this courfe were obferved, innu- 


merable Caufés, which now are fevere- 
ly judged, wouldnever be mentioned, 
or come under trial, but would pre- 


fently be caft out 5 many would foon, — 


after {mall difcuffion, be voided 5 few 


would pafs that extremity of cenfure, . 
which now by the cruel afperity of | 


men,they are forced to undergo: For do 
we notaccufe men for things, that are 
_ ; no 
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no Faults; do we not exaggerate the 
guilt af petty Faults > dowe not in- 
fyle over great mifcarriages with too 


—-unmerciful feverity ? as if they were 


incorrigible and unpardonable. _ 
_ Seeing then few of us, according 
to thofe reafonable qualifications and 


_ conditionsre capable of being Judges; _ 


feeing, if thofe equal Rules were ob- 


-ferved, moft Cenfgres would be dif- 


carded 5 feeing hard it is for any man 


either warrantably to undertake, or 


uprightly-.to difcharge this Office 5 
great reafon there is for this Precept, 
moft fit it is that we fhould be forbid- 


| dento judg. . 


Sa: much for. the part | explicative, 
and directive ; now for the perfuafive, — 


and for inducing us to efchew this pra- 


Ctice, let us briefly declare the pravity 
and vanity of it; .the performing 
which, will I fuppofe, be fufficient to 
diffuade and deter us from it. Be 
pleafed only firft to note, that fome 
Confideratrons which we fhall pro- 
pound, will be applicable to {ome kind 
of bad cenfure, fome to another, ac- 
cording tothe feveral defe&ts and inca- 
pacities we have to judg lawfully;uport 


i. Cen- 
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- 4a. Cenfuring isan impious practice a 
in. regard to God. tel 
» By taking upon our felves to judg — 
unduly, without Authority, or beyond 
it, we do invade God's Office, fetting 
up our felves as Judges in his room 3 
we ufurp his Right, exercifing Juris- 
diction over his Subjects,without order 
and licenfe from him : ‘tis S. Paul's Ar- : 
gument, Who art thou that judgeft ano-Rom14.4. 
thers Servant 2 that is, how intollera- 
bly bold and — how {facrilegi- 
oufly injurious and profane art thou, 
to climb up into God’s Tribunal, and 
thence to pronounce doom upon his 
Subjects > | | 
By rafh judgment in matters not fub- 
ze to Our cognizance, (as when we > 
yonounce concerning the fecret 
thoughts and intentions of men) we 
proudly and perverfly do arrogate to 
our felves the incommunicable Perfe- 
&ions of God, who alone can know 
fach things, and determine rightly in 
fiach cafes; who therefore hath referved 
them to himfelf, commanding us #0: Cor.4.s: 
judg uothing before the time, wntil the 
Lord come. | | 
. By pafling Sentence about the ftate 
of our Neighbour, we do — 
: | God's 
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. God's | Judgment, and by | prejudging 


{trive to fruftrate it. .We take upon 
Matt. 3.12,13. US tO purge his Floor; to fever the Chaff 
& 25.42. from the Corn, and the Tares from the 
Quantus ar- Wheat, to difcriminate the Goats from 


rogantiz tu- er ae nips 
face eft, quan- the Sheep 3 which to perform, will be 
ta humilitatis the Work of God’s Infinite Wifdom 
ac lenitatis ia gta ie 

oblivio, arro- and Juftice at the great day. 
gantiz fuze - er a ee | oe 
quanta jaatio, at quis aut faccre fe poffe credat, aues nec Apofto- 
lis Conceffit Dominus, ut zizaniaa fruniento putet fe poffe difcerne- 
re, aut quafi ipfi paleam auferre, & aream purgare conceflum fits pa- 


¥ 


leas conetur a tritico feparare 2 Cypr. Ep. 52. 


Jam 04 II, 


- By ger our Brethren cauflefly, 
for not cémplying with our. conceits; 


humours; of practices, we lay hold up-. - 


on, and appropriate to our felves God's 
Legiflative Power; we fubjet his Law 
fo our fancy arid pleafure;..we in ef 
fe& condemn his Law of Ertor..and. 


Imperfection 5 we doat leaft make our. - 


felvés {hatets with him.in-the ig 
Laws, -and difpenfing Juftice: de 
(faith S$. Fames } that. fpeaketh againft 
his Brother; and judgeth his . Brother, 
fheaketh againft the Law, ..and. judgeth; 
the Law ;: that is; he .opprobrioufly 


doth: imply .the Law to be.defeCtive, 


until he doth compleat or correct it 3 


A 


~ 


making ita guilt not to fatisty his Will; 


Or Conceit,' befide the plain intent of 


~ the 
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_ the Law ; the difpenfation of Juftice 
is not fiificient, unlefs he partake there- 
in, taxing whom and why he pleafeth 5 
— God without him ts not a perfect Law- 
giver, orJudy  ~=  : - . 
_- Weare alfo very ingrateful in not 
| being favourable towards our Brethren 
~ in Judgment; when as God is in his 
Judgment fo benign, patient; and mer- | 
— ciful toward us; who # not extreme to Pil.130,3: 
mark what we do amiff; isnotforward = 
~ to feek or find faults, but rather ma7f- [fa.30.18. 
eth to be gracious, hideth his face from 
our fens 5 .and paffeth by our brangref- ae 94 
fiows 3 doth not aggravate our offen-— 
ces, but rather doth excufe them, re Pial-78.39 
mensbring that we.are. flefh 5 is not glad deena 
of occafion to punith, but delighteth 7 Mic.7.18. 
mercy; and doth not. afflid willingly, or Lam.3-33» 
grieve the children of men 3. 1s not f{e- | 
vere, but puzifheth ws lee than our, ini- Ezx.9.13: 
quities deferve 5 andin his wrath remert: way 3 2, 
breth mercy. And are we not impious, 
if we do {fo ill requite him, and fo lit- 
_ tle refemble him, . in being rigorousand 
. har(h toward ourBrethren,; when they 
offend, orfeemtodofor .. 

In fine; Cenfuring is impious, as 
involving the, violation of thofe great 
Gommandments, of exercifing Cin all 

Ee ; our 
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our demeanour and dealing) Humili- 
ty, Meeknefs, Pity, and Mercy to- 
ward our Brethren; of purfuing and 
promoting peace among them. 

2. Cenftring, in refpeCt to our. 
Neighbour, is an unjuft praCtice. It 
is unjuft to meddle in Affairs, with 
which we have nothing to do; to 


_. draw thofe Perfons under our Juri 
— diction; who are not fubjec to it, but 


are liable to render their Accompt at 


another Bar 3 to puntfh thofe in their 


reputation or intereft, over whom: we 
have no juft Authority, who have their 
own Mafter, to whom they muft ftand or 
fall. : 
7 ‘Tis moft unjuft to judg any man 
without competent means of knowing, 
or skill to determine his Cafe 5 to con- 
demn him without diligent trial, with- 
out certain proof, without full con- 
victiion of his Fault; to punifh him 
without juft caufe, or beyond due mea- 
fure. 7 
"Tis very unjuft to ufurp an inte- 
re{t in the Goods, which are to our 


Neighbour moft properand dear ; his 
Credit and Concernments depend 
thereon 5; difpofing of them as we 


pleafe, to his difadvantage and prejir 
dice. : Tig 
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. "Fis alf very unjuft, when as we do --zquom eft, 
need the candid Judgment, the for- ;0 eee 
bearance,. and pardon of others for reddere rufus. 
many things faulty and offenfive that sda tana 
we commit, to refufe the like to aim facile, cui 
others. ' 7 ane a 
3. Cenfuring is alfo a very wiichari- 

table practice, and fo contrary to the 
principal Duty of our Religion 5, it is 
fo eminently in all cafes wherein it 13 
~ ‘wunjuft, Cfor Charity doth virtually  ° 

- contain juftice; and tranfcendeth it) 
—4t is fo peculiarly when-ever it is harfh 
OF rigorous, when it is affected 5 whert 
it is needlefs or unprofitable 5. for Cha 
rity difpofeth us to be gentle, meek, 
_ patient, and merciful in all our deal- 

igs 5 it engages us to hide and {mo- 

ther, to diminifh and excufe, to pafs. 

by and pardon Offences 5 Charity feek- 1 Cot-13. $9 
eth no evil, it covereth all things, it bear- oie 
eth all things 5 it tendreth our Neigh- Aols, veuery. 
bour’s good, and advantage of all 2a mis 

’ oo ; pare ae 0 olrAdydeu- 
kinds, Chis credit, his intereft, hiscon- a, ©, smy- 
‘venience, and pleafure) it therefore »oxsy yda- 
will infli&_no more evil, then reafon 7y vey $775. 
and neceflity fall indifpenfably re- martin, Nat 
; sure. ‘ “3 | r, zie 

, A Cenfureris indeed unjuft and un- 
charitable; riot only toward thofe 

| . * Bee whom 
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whom he fendi but alfo toward 
thofe into whom thereby he doth ins” 
fufe ill-opinion, and ill-will toward. 
their Neighbour ; he is guilty of their | 
mmjuftice and uncharitablénefs, a mif= 
chief more irreparable then his own. 

: 4, Cenfuring’ is a very foolith and 
Eft proprium vain practice in manifold refpeds 3 as’ 
iultitie allo" arguing great ignorance and inconfide- 

neve, oblivifci ratenels, as producing grievous incon- 

fromm. Ge veniencies and mitchiefs, efpecially to 

the practifer of it, 

It fignifieth, .that we do not well 
underftand, or not well confider the 
natural impotency and frailty of man- 
kind 5 how liable others areto miftake, 
and flip : 5 and how prone we our felves _ 

. are thereto 3 how (as S. Fames faith ) 
Iim.3.28 7” many things we offend all; Did we 
| _obferve, or would weigh this, we 

fhould not be fo forward to cenfure, 
or fo vehement and bitter in its; we 
fhould {ce failing and tripping in many 
things to be a common cafe, rather de- 
manding commifération then cenfure. 

It implieth alfo, that we little conf. 
der, how our e(caping any Faults, 
which our neighbour flippeth into, is 

_no wife imputable to any worth or ver-. 
tue in us, fo much asthe gaod Provi- 
dence, 
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'. dence, and. merciful way of God, 
yuarding or refcying us from them ; 
oe ‘did ae and reflect on 
this, it would-appear our Duty rather 
tq blefs God for our being protected 
from mucarriages,. then cenforioufly to 
-anfult over thofe who feem to fall into 


them. It fignifieth we have no fight - 


- or fenfe of our own defects; for did 
_we. clearly fee, did we humbly refent 
them, that would damp our heat and 

_ earneftnefs to cenfure.: It declares a 
fond {felfconceit, that we deem our 


felves fuperior to our Neighbour in | 


‘Widom, and lefs-obnoxious to blame, 
and therefore fit to be his Judges ; 


“whereas according to a fober efteem of 
our felves, we fhould appear more fit 


to ftand at the Bar, then to fit upon 
the Bench; and fhould thence more 
dread the one, then affect the other. 

It fheweth likewife, that we do not 
rightly conceive the nature, or wor- 
thily efteem the confequences of this 
practice: We know not, or regard rot, 
the value of our Neighbour’s Reputa- 
tion, which by cenfure we do mean to 

ruin, or impair: We perhaps by no 
~ ‘means would rob him of his Subftance, 
or of his Life; yet we fcruple not by 


Ee.3 gricvous 
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| grievous cenfure to bereave him of his 
good Name 5 which he, the beft pttzer 
of hisown Goods, tnay. efteem beyord 
his Eftate, or his Life it felf; we think - 
it nothing, ora flight. matter. to:carp 
at him, but he feeleth it very painful, 
and deeply refenteth it.: ©. 503-3 8, 
» Jt argueth in: us-an untamed fierce- 

nefs of:mind, and. difcompofednefs of 
_ paflion, :which can never confit orco- | 
habit with Wifdom 35. for a well-order- 


 covereth © 'Y .fard fer 
es vo Man. to reak forth into rafh or harfh 


pradent man it sagen tt hardly ; will: fuffer ‘a 


jeperh eri) » 5»: Furthermore, this practice will 
afterward, produce many: great inconveniencies 
and mifchiefs tous. - oes ts, 


a 1. We dog thereby provoke, and in 

-at tibi conta a fort atithorize others to requite us in 
Vet a ae W:° : Si = ., oa 

Fant vitia'ue the fame kind + for nothing more doth 

fua rurfus, & excite the indignation,.doth enflame the 

; ‘a1 f : . ; : ¢ : 

e ner anger, dath engender the hatred of | 
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men toward ws, then being pragmati- 

cal in finding fault, and hafty to cen- 

{ure their doings, cauflefly or immode- 
rately ; nothing feeming to them ‘amore 
certain Argument that we bear them 
al1-will, or do contemn them ; and if 

we fo vex them, they will in requital — 
be as ready by finding or making faults 
gm us, to vex and trouble uss; it en- 
gageth their care, and quickneth their 
induftry, and whetteth their invention 
to obferve, or devife matter of recri- 
mination. Men think it not only law- 

ful, but even needful for them, in their 
own defence, to difparage the Cenfu- 

rer, that his judgment may have the 
lefs weight to their prejudice : So that 

it will infalliby come upon us, as our 

Lord warneth (ufing it as an Argu- 
ment to diffuade us from this practice) 
_ that, with what judgment we judg, we Mar.7 2. _ 
fhall be judged , and with what meafure 631138. 
we mete, it {hall be meafured to ws again: 

Men take it for allowable to retaliate 

in this way to the height, and ftoutly © 

to load the cenforious man with cen- 

fure. | ot 
+ 2, We do by this practice, not on- Vid, chry/: in 
ly expofe our felves to cenfure, but im- Mat. 0" 3% 
plicitly, and according to ready confe- " 

oa Se Ee4 quence, 
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quence do patsi it upon our felves; {ee- 


ing we feldom, in kind or equivalent- _ 


ly, are our felves clear of that which 
wecliarge upon others 5 with our own 
weapon of {harp cenfure, we through 
another's fide do imprudently wound 
2Sam.i2. our félves; andoften, as David. did 
an his Parley with Nathan, adjadg our 
felves to capital punifhment 5 {o that 
- ‘to any cenforious Perfon, it may be_ 
Rom.2t. faid, in S. Paul’s words, Wherein thou 
| judge another, thow condenueft thy 
Self 5 for thou that judgeft, doftt the ‘wae 
things, + 7 
_+ 3,Wedo by cenfarin others ,agera- 
: a etal se vate our own faults, e deprive them 
rdlay iy ral is of excufe, and render ourfelves uncapa- 
x” éavrév’ ble of Mercy and Pardon-: for of all 
ee men, he that is forward.and prone to 
emrdvoerer CeNfure, who is rigorous and {évere in . 
ee judging others, deferveth no favour, 
use y. ** ‘nor can ‘reafonably pretend thercto. 
Rom.2.1,3.  Lvexenfable (faith $. Paul) art thou, O 
| wan, whofoever thou art, that jud ett 
ciety for,” thinkeft ‘thou this, Q Man,. that 
gr wads judge? thent' which do ‘fich things, and 
cae a rf doft the fame, that thoi fait efcape the 
nets ivmayeae Judgment of God 5 2:and; Mi a is xOT” 
Sy Weds Naz. Qr, 26. STO We a et SENS ciuneravouedvep 
omxcor suSinss Set Stuasdl, Tes Seaways donss macegeusy. “Chryf. ad 
fy Sn Fem Oo ee RAMA Ct 


| 


moanfully complain one againft another, 
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amie. Do. not ( faith S. James ) ae 9. 


2. 13. 
left you be condemned 5 and, He fhalf | 
have judgment without mercy, that hath 
foewed xo mercy, his judgment, faith 


the fame Apojtle. “Which paflages im-_ 
_ ply, that to be unmerciful in this kind, #2 28 30 # 


‘will expofe us’to the feverity of Judg- a 
ment in ‘regard to our offences 5 or, ver id ys- 
that if we deat harfhly with our Bre- %. “F ualow 
thren now, God ‘will then proceed os # oie weet 


the more feverely toward us, when our st : 
T NPov o 


great Caufe doth come under trial. —@ se, Chryf. 


“se “6 i . eae “ ae : . 7 ks Lbid. oY 
*"Qomee 28 4 girdvSeaw@- % tiue@-» xo ovylvauovinds Sarortuye~ 


‘Tok T mrdesovee TU ecucceTHsa ron OY rOv.5 kre 6 amkeds xy ude x) 


eb meeget THI mau Tes cinetols. duagriwac aeostSnar byedve, 
; ibid. - . a ; 7 | | og — 7 : 


' *4. Indeed cenfuring others isan Ar- 
gument, that we do little mind: our 
own cafe, or confider to what a dreadé 
ful Judgment we'do f{tand obnoxious : 
did we think of that, we fhould fe 
caufe rather to employ our leifure and 
care in {tating ourown Accompts, then — 
in examining thofe of others; more 
advifeable’ it’ would appear ‘to mind 
our own café, then to bufy our felves 


in canvafing‘and determining the ftate 


of our Neighbour; finding what 
great need our Actions. will have in 
re oe ee er that 


' 


yt 
4 
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- that day of favourable conftruction, 
and merciful allowance, we fhould be- 
come candid and mildin reflecting up. 
on the actions of others 5 we fhould 
not be forward to carp at any thing,we 
fhould {carce have the heart to con- 
demn any man 3; this S. Paul {eemeth to 
imply, when he thus argueth: Why 

oft thou judg thy Brother, or why doft 

thou fet at nanght thy Brother 2 We shall é 

all ftand at the Judgment Seat of Chrift; 

that is, Why do any of us judge 
others, feeing we muftall be judged 

Te dubreao, Our {elves ? It is not feemly, it is not 
terdtouer. expedient for thof, who foon mutt be 

% silva. 48- arraigned, and put to anfwer for them- 

Fev xgnds, 3 3 ee ae | 

Chryf, sz —felves, to be bufy in queftioning and 

2 TimOrat.2 prejudging others; but rather to {pend 

7 their care and pains in preparing for 
theirown Accompt. __ | 
~ §. Nothing indeed more caufeth us 
to negleé& our own cafe, nothing more 
engageth us to leave our own Faults 

2 se te dy. UNObferved and uncorrected, then this 

Seomy xem humour. It is eafyto obferve, that as 

Zrroreie me they Who are moft {paring and gentle 

aumesyyoviy- 10 cenfure, are ufually moft exempt 

Zmpanibliiad sore Celie. Tis 58 onesie dadove duel le slut Sate 

COV TRAUTEAY LOU YNY EPRAITKOMENS, civeyan TH LUTE melyte 

OmAES Kerdat xy ncrnevess Chryf, ciydeqy. — | 


Rom. 4.710. 


from 
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from blir -‘Cfor that carefully refed 


ang upom their own infirmities and de- 

‘fe&ts, fperiding thet heat and adivity 

of /Hirit ‘upon amendme their own 
frrors-and Fautts, ‘they have lef time, 

4efS concernmenht, lefs mind to fearch 7 
out and fcan the imperfections and mif- — i. 
‘demeatiours of others; they do find _ 


fefs reafon ‘alfo, and therefore have lef : via. cory 


will tobe fierce-or fevere toward them) Tom.2.0r.42 


‘fo the moft ‘cenforious are uftally the 

moft ‘ftupid ‘in difcerning, and moft 

carelefs in retrenching therrown faults, _ Sex. de Vit. 
And treeds i'muft'be fo, for the Adi- ®-*7 

ns ‘of other men devour their letfire, 


take tp the intention of their {pirits, 


upon them, fo that they cannot,- and loan is oh 
wifl not attend tothemfelves 5 they are Aysuimror, 


dwoxivnrov.e _— 


fo much abroad, ‘they are fo very bufy Naz.orar.8. 


otherwhere, that they little know, or 

care what is done at home; while they | 
are fpyiag and pulling-out Motes from a ee ees 
their Brothers eye, they confider not the rnwseew.% ¥- 
Beane that is in their own eye, although 22! xox 


Tee oa ue GY LONOTECIVe 
never {6 grols and obvious. Naz. Fe 27. 
| - bee eg ts Se Pe 

6. Hence, I fay, itis that common- ‘07 0x 


ly thebeft men are the moft candidand 77 ae. 
gentle, and they are moft aptto blame jafz, ¢ ayabis 
others, who deferve worfe themftlvess 3% ™ Nan 


eo eee ee a that Orat. 214 
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that the fharpeft. tongues, and fouleft 
_ Kivesdo ufually go together;; that they- 
who are the {tricteft. Judges of .thepr 
own, are the faireft. Interpreters. of 
Ego mi ignof- ocher mens actions; and they who will 
coe Sedusé leaft pardon others, do molt. excufe 
improbus hic. themfelves ; that they who are ftrange¢- 
ation ware ty acute indefcrying other mens Faults, 
HorSerm.143. are ftark blind in difcerning their own. 
— Our Saviour therefore chargeth fuch 
Perfons with Hypocrifie, (Zhou Hypo- 
crite, firft caft the Beane out of thine own 
eye) implying, that they do but falfly 
pretend a re{pe& for goodnefs and zeal 
again{t Sin,feeing in their.own practice 
they indulge it; that it is indeed rather 
pride, peevifhne(s, idlenefs, {pleen, or 

_ felfifh defign that acteth them. 
- ° ‘9. In fine 5 Thecenforious humour, 
as it argueth ill-nature to be predomi- 
nant, (a vulturous nature, which eafi- 
#*ty {melleth out, and haftily flieth to- 
ward, and greedily feedeth on Carri- 
on) as it fignifieth bad Confcience ; 
- for he that knoweth evil of himéfelf, 
4s moft prone to fufpect,and moft quick 
to pronounce ill concerning others 5 
fo it breedeth and foftereth fuch ill di- 
{pofitions 5 it debaucheth the minds of 
men, rendring them dim, and doltifh © 
a . in 
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- in apprehending their own Faults, neg- 
ligent and keedlefs in regard to their 
own hearts and ways; apt to pleafe 
and comfort themfelves in the evils, 
real or imaginary,of their Neighbours 5 
_ which to do, is a very barbarous and 
brutifh practice. _ | 
Thefe Confiderations may, I hope, 
fuffice to perfuade the obfervance of 
this Précept, by the help of God's 


Grace, to which Icommend you, and 


conclude. 


Now the God of | *Peace---make you per- | 


- fet in every good Work to do his Will, 
working in you that which is well-plea- 
fing in his fight, through Fefus Chrift, 
“to whone be glory, for ever and ever, 
Amen. 
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_ The Ninth Sermon. 


1 THESS. 4. 11: 


Aind that ye (ludy to be quiet, and to Curt. i 
do your own Bufinefss soe 


S frequently between neigh- 

: bouring States there do rife 

’ Diffentions and Contefts about 

the juft limits of their Territories 5 fo 

doth it frequently happen between 

Vertue and Vice, Right and Wrong, 

| Duty and Mifcarriage in Pradtice : for 

although the extream Degrees, and — 

even the middle Regions of thefe 

things are very diftant, yet the Borders 

of them do lie very clofe together, and 
are in a manner contiguous 3 a certain 3 

. ridg of feparation running between 

them, which commonly ( being very 
narrow, thin, and obfcure) it is not 
) | ealy 
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caly to'difcern. So it particularly fal- 
leth out.in the matter before us, where- 
in our Text 18 concerned. Dp: and 
Offerice do neerly. confine, and almoft 
indifcernibly differ one from the other s - 


for there are about this’ Cafe Precepts 
which feern to. contradi@, there are 


Duties appearing to thwart one ano- 


ther.» 


S. Paul here biddeth us to be fudi- 
ous, or ambitious of quiet; other- 
where he enjoineth us to be earneftly 
active, 4 to be ores jun cnvngdt, | 20% 


Ga. 12. Is. flothful int buft nefs)'5 5 Here hé ‘would 


phil, 24. 


have us to. mind our own Affairs 5 


otherwhere he prefcribeth, that we 
fhould. zat look every man to bis own 
things, but every mars alo to the things 
of others. | 
According to the oni dtift cof 
Scripture, and the tenour of our Re-. 


ligion, we. ate.in charity obliged to 


concern our .felves heartily for the 
good of our Neighbour, and to ftrive 
earneftly. in promoting it 5 weare en-. 
joined {0 far to interpefe and meddle, 
in the Affairs of others, as to watch, 
over them for their good ; to inftrucét 
and advife them, to admonith and. ex- 
cite them, to check and reprove them 

upon 
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@pon oreali ion; to offer and yield them 
fuccour,. to compofé Differences be- 

tween tthem ; to promote their Edifi- 

cation. ‘and Peace; Let #s (faith the Kereroiysr 
Apoftle to the Hebrews ) con"der one Wev.10.24 
another’ to provoke unto leve, aud to 
good works: Let us (faith S. Pauf- to 
the Romans) fi ‘low afier the things Rom, 14g. 
which make for peace, aud things where- 515.2. 
gith one may edif.e another 5 and, exhort 1 Theil. 5. 
your felves together, and edifie one ano ¥1s 14. 
ther 3 warn them that are unruly, COMt- 
fort the feeble-minded, fipport the weak, 

“faith -he to the Theffalonians in this 
Epifile. : 
To be zealous and earneft 3 in the. 
maintenance and propagation of Truth, 
‘of Vertue, of Piety, isa Duty incum- 
bent on us; which implieth care and. 
activity concerning others; that we of- 

fer to inftruG them ; that we enter in- Tit. II. iis 
to conteft with them; that we exa- 
‘mine their words and actions; that we 
prefume to tax and oppofe them. 

_ In fines; Our Religion doth feem, 
by the bands of mutual Relation, and 
obligations of Charity fo to unite us 
together, {fo to endear us to one ano- 
ther, and to all men; that all things. 
belonging to our Brethren. do nearly 

F f touch | 


& 
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touch us, and fhould anfwerably affect _ 
is 5 fo that by intermedling with any 
thing relating to their welfare, we can 
hardly be faid to meddle with what 
doth not concernus. —_- - 
_ The condition of things alfo may 
feem to require, that we fo intermed- 
dle; for the Duties and Affairs of 
Men are fo entangled or interwoven, 
that we can hardly profecute any Cons 


 cernments of our own, without being 
engaged in the Matters of others: In 
_difcharging all Offices of Soctety, in 


purfuance of any Traffick or Com- 
merce, in all entercourfe and converfa- 
tion, while we tranfact our own Bufi- 
nefs, we cannot avoid the furthering, 
or obftructing the Bufinefs of others, 
who are engaged in the fame, or con- 
trary Defigns : Society doth fubfift by 
combinations of Care and Pain, re- 


- garding common Interefts, fo that it 


feemeth impoffible fo to mmd_ our owt 
Bufinefs, as not to meddle with the Bu- 
finefs of others, . | 

Yet notwithftanding S. Pasl injoin- 


eth us fo to affect Quiet, as fimply to 
_ mind our own Bufinefs, or-not to be 
meddiefome in the concernments of 


others 5 for that doing our own. Buf- 
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ef is..méant exclufively to medling 
with the Affairs of othets is plain 
enough, by the importance of 7 ia; 
which 18 emphatical, and fignifieth on- 
dy our own, or our proper Bulinefs 3 
quiet, which refpedeth others, atid jm- 
— fot flirring beyond out own 
bounds 50 be fo meddlefome, being 
alio.a practice exprefly condemned by 


§. Peter; in that prohibition, But Jc 1 Ped ih 

woue of you fuffer. asia Murderer, ob as 

4 Thief, or ws a Malefactor, or as a bitfy 

body in other mens matters ; where Piag- 

taticalnels is we fee not only forbid- 

den; but is coupled with the moft hei: 

housOffence. 5 wt 
-< How then fhall we seconcile thet 
thitigs? how thall we in the cafe fever 

between the, bounds of Duty and 

Blame ? It is indeed foniewhat difficult 

todo it ptecifely; and with diftinai- 


tis which ‘hall reach all cafes: But 

fomewhat I fhall-en eavour toward it, 

_ by propounding fome Rules arid Di- 
peStions; which fhould cominionly be 

bbierved in our dealing and enter; - 

gourfe with others 3 bue firlt let ué a 


little reflect upon the. terms in which 


of 2 
-2 


the Precept iscouched, og 
= FES Study 


\ 
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Study to be quiet: Study 3 the word 
is piAoTIudeat, which fignifieth to be 
ambitious, thatis, to affeé quiet with 
the like vehemency of defire and care, 
as men are wont to purfue Reputation, 
Dignity, and Power, the Objects of 
Ambition: the expreflion containeth 
a remarkable emphafis, ora grave acu- 
men 3 for whereas Ambition common- 
ly doth prompt men to be reftlefly bu- 


'- fy, and engageth them in the Con- 


cernments proper to others, S. “Paul 
biddeth them to be ambitious the cone - 
trary way, in. affecting quiet, and abfti- 
nence from: other Affairs befide their 
OWM 3 2° * ie 2 ee 
To be quiet ; This doth fignifie not a — 
Phyfical, ‘but a Moral Reft:;. not a'to- 
tal forbearance of Actions not a fafti- 
dious or drow(y liftlefsnefS.to do any 
thing 3 not a fenflefs indifferency con- 
cerning the Matters of others ; ‘not an 
abfolute fequeftring our felves from 
common Affairs; this is not quiet, or 
tranguillity, the 70 noursdgew here, buta 
naughty floth, ftupidity, or favage- 
nefs 3. the Quiet here meant 1s oppofed . 
to diforderly motion, to turbulency, 


to contention, to pragmatical curiofi- 


ty, to all fuch exorbitant behaviour, 
| whereby 
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whereby the Right of others is infrin- 


ged, their Peace difturbed, their juft 
Intereft or Welfare any-wife prejudi- 
ced : This Quiet is acalm, fteady, re- 
ular way of proceeding, within the 
bounds. ard . meafures prefcribed « by 
Reafon, Juftice, and Charity, -Mode- 
(ty, and Sobriety ; fuchsa motion as 
the Heavenly Bodies do keep, which 
fo move that they feem ever to ftand 
ftill, and never difturb one anothers 


4 
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- in fine, what a Quiet is meant, the fub- _ 


fequent words, and the context do 
fhew ; it followeth. | 
-. . And apéooew te ide, £0 do our own 


Bulinef, or to act things proper and 


‘pertinentte us3 things which {ute to” 


our “Condition, qur Station, our Vo- 
cation; whereby we may difcharge our 
awn Duties,.,and fupply our own 
Needs; may work benefit to others, or 
however avoid. being any-wife bur- 


thenfome or troublefome to them 5 an_ 


inftance of which practice 1s immedi- 
- ately fubjoined., to work with our own 
tands---thit. we may have lack of no- 
thing 5 in another place S. Parl calleth 

ft pet’ novyders epyellecSou, to work with 
quiet, oppofing it @ZrepriedIu, being 
over-bufy, or pragmatically curious, 
, - i FES: . and 


1 Theff 3.12, 
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and to walking diforderly 3 that is, bee 
yond the Bounds of our Calling, of 
the Rules of our Duty 3 fo.asteen= 
eroach uponthe Rights, or’ moleft the 
‘The words then as they do imply an 
Obligation lying upon us to be indu- 
firious‘in oir own Bufinefs, fo ' they 
chiefly defign to prohibit our medling 
with the Concernments of others 3‘ but — 
how to fettle: the limits ‘between: this 
Qinet minding our qwn Bufinefs, and 
-aculpable neglect’ of the Duties: cén- 
cerning others 5 how to diftinguifh be- 
tween medling innocently; from being 
blameably tneddlefome,hic labor hoc opns 
eft; this'is that hard’ task Which’ Fam 
to undertake, ‘but cannot hope tho- 

- Foughly ‘to perform. *' However ‘the 
method toward it, whicti 1 fall ob- 
ferve, ‘is this :‘Firft, I thall touch fome 
¢afés in which it is allowable “or com 
mendable to meddle’ withthe ‘Affaiig 
of others 3 then I fhall propound fomeé 
general Rules, according to which fuck 
meddlefomenefs ‘is commonly -blame- 
able; in the next place’ I {fall affign 
 fome Directions proper to fome chief 
and moft obvious kinds of medling 5 
and laftly, offer fome Confiderations 
| ™ to 
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-to-diffuade men from this pragmatical 


_ X. Superiors mgy mtermeddle with I. 
— the BufineG of their Inferiors, (that is, 
of fiach as are fubje& to their care 
and, charge) in all matters relating to 
the needful execution of their Office. 
Magiftrates may infpeCt the carriage, 
may examine the doimgs, may repre- 
bend and punifh the Offences of their 
Subjects: Parents may advife, rebuke, 

and corre their Children; Spiritual 
Guides and Paftors may admonifh and 
reprove their Flock : Thefe things 
while (with due prudence, equity, 

and, moderation ) they perform, they 

do indeed zedocwy te ida, do their 
own Bufine; it is their proper work, 
to which God hath defigned them, and 
which Reafon exaCteth of them; they - 
are appointed (to ufe S. Paul's exprel- 
fion) #0 attend contggually upon this very Rom.13.6. 
thing 3 their seonaice therefore are | 
not to be charged with culpable Prag- 
maticalnefs. ht | 

2. In any cafe, wherein the Honour _ 

and Intereft of God is much concern- 
ed, we may interpofe. in vindication 

and maintenance of them. Ifany man 
a & Ff4 |. dareth 


: , | ; ; | | =e : | | - 7 “ : 
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- dareth to blafpheme God’s Name,’ hve! 
‘may and ought to ftand up in’ its:dé 
fence; if any man difparageth Religt- 
on, we fhould ftrive to “clear’ tts re- 

“putes if any man impugteth’any Di- 
Kody teh gy Vine Truth of moment, we fhould en- 
olvey Sof ‘70 Pn eaRr ats Ais om ‘ae el 
tynanua, du- deavour to affert it ;' if any. didn noto-. 
wa 7 adt- rionfly tranfgrefleth God's: Law,wemay 
HNUMs eCesty dit eed *. : hi ’ ( Fy. axle d 
ido St Ge- Ailcountenance his prefumption, an 
Aoutrey. xgm- reprove him for it: Every man in fuch 
apeciys Ory" cafes, as God's Subject, hath not only a 
Kay &xéons Commiflion, but an Obligation’s 1s 1n- 


w@ waues- deed by his Allegiance bourid to ferve © 


Jw, n ew 29- 2 Rs <a et gy ee oe 
a wton Crag. Od, in maintaining the honour arid 


omel@ * mtereft of his Empire 5 ‘tis foul dif> 


eels FT loyalty; ‘tis pittiful bafenefs to forbear’ - 


ae emTiUnooy, 


yav wanes. medling in fuch cafes. “Thus have’, 


mbaver &» good Men, without fear or fhame,’ de- 
‘edmond tended Religion, and Truth, againft 
tw tlw the mightieft Powers, and moft dange-. 

ee rous oppofitions that could be; ‘Thus 


dvanv ci ftocd wp Phineas and executed ‘fudg- 


Mee Tis GAN- 5 ee: 
vis &e, Lory, ing, but avengin 


la. xeon ment, Pfal. 106. 3 not only check-— 
8 


hat heinous f{can- 


aod, = dal s «Thus Filia maintained the true 
Worfhip of God againtt all the Cor 


rupters of it, the Kings and whole Na- 
tion of J/rael -« Thus the Prophets did. 
not forbear to tax the wicked manners 
of the Princes, the Priefts, and the 
es es Sec tuaes igh People 


~ 


‘ 
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People in their: Times : Thus St. Fobn. 
Bapizf' did not-firek to reprove King 
Farod. for his unlawful pradices 180 
our ddesaur. cenfured. the fuperfhicious 
and hypocritical Series; and he cha- 
{tiled the:profanars.of God’s Heue: 
So, m fine, the Holy: Apoffles nefahasely- 
did, affert. Gods Truth againft,all' the. 
Worldseas “28% 6 a a 

_ 3. When the Publick Weal. and 
Safety. are manifeftly concerned, we 
may alfo intermeddle to fupport. er fe-. 
cure them: So imay.: we. rebuke -him 
that :flandereth:; of : eproacheth: eur: 
Prince; wemdy:check him, that would . 
break the Peace.» we may ‘impeach 
him that violateth the Laws, conducing: 

to publick welfare: Every Man.is a Tetull. 
Souldier again{t Traitors and. Enemies 
of his Country :'; Every Man 4s-born: 
with a Commiffion.to: defend the Pub- 
Tick again{t thofe which plot its ruin or 
harm: Every Man is.a-Party for his 
Prince againft Rebels, for the Church 
agninft Schifmaticks,for the Law againft 
. lawlefS Tranfgreflors, for ‘common. 
Peace, againft thale who outragionfly. 
difturb it : Duty to our Superiors, Ju- 
{tice and Charity to Mankind, . jaft re-, 
gard £0 Our own, welfare, allow and, ° 


900 ii(i‘sS Ee Nath Serre, 
"oblige us to-fuch medling, 9 
4. We may alto meddle for the fie- 

- gour of Right, again{t palpable wron 

snd outrage : We may help an honeft 
Mar againft a Thief affaulting him; 
we may guard the life. of any Man 
again{t an Affaffine 5 we may vindicate 
the Reputation of an imnocent Perfon 
afperfed by a flanderous Tongues. as 
Mp Es-fecing one of his. Brethren fuffer 
wrong, defended him; and. avenged. hin. 
_. that was oppreffed, and. fixote the Eayp- 
Luke 23.40. #iazs asthe penitent Thief rebuked his 
Companion, unjuftly raig upon our 
Saviour s the common Intereft of Ju- — 
{tice and Charity do not only ex- | 
café, but commend’ medling in fuch 


Aas 7. 24) 


5. We may likewife meddle with 
the proceedings of others, when our 

| own juft defence requireth it 5 we may 
*Cum mode- * repel thofe who attaque our fafety or 
ramine in cul- peace, who invade or rifle our Goods, 

pate tutzlz, Ans | | 

who traduce our good Name3. we may 

endevour to defeat their Plots, and to 

reftrain their Violence; This is in- 

deed: doing: our own Bufinefs, for to 

preferve our Life with its convenien- 
cies and comforts, to maintain our 

* Right and juft Intereft, to keep our 

pes Honour 
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Fionour and Reputation clear from 
féandal, 1s incumbent upon us 5, we are 
haturally the Patrons, Adyocates, and — 
yer yd ‘thofé - contiiersble Goods 
affigned or enttufted to us by Provi- 
ee >, if seh he — erie wee y o : ; 
~ $, When the life or welfive (either 
Sphieudl or Temporal) of our Neigh- 
pone is’ deeply part le and he 
otherwife. then by our aid be f&pported 
or relieved, we may lawfulfy inter 
pee to yieldit: If-we fee himexpo- . 
frig his Life to any great hazard, or 
engaging his Sout into any great fin, — . 
we may in any fair way, (by Admo- — 
nition, ‘Advice, Reproof, politick De- 
viee,, harmleG Force) without any‘in- 

Vitation or licence, with or again{t his. 

wilt ‘-prefume to reclaim or ‘refrain 

him: ‘We may ftop him in his carier 

to ruin, or grievous mifchief'5 wemay 
with-hold him from running intoa =; 
Snare,’ or tumbling down a Picieice, 
ér drinking in Potton; wemay (a 


s.< 
S. Fude fpeaketh ) fratch bine ont of the Jo4-23- 
a AR fiat cabs we may bony cs a eae 
bly fuppofe, that our Neighbour be- © 
ing himfelf, wi allow us to meddle, 

or will not be difpleafed therewith; 1f — 

he hath not his wits about him, we 


oa) 


/ 


Rey. F- 
 Furiofis nul- ! 
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favitononti- may: fypply him with ours in fuch exis 
Cinar poes gence; his prefent confent and appra; 
prattatur. bation are not then requifite, he not 
being in condition, to. yield them.;,-he 
Javoluntaseft. needeth Guardians, and. opportunity 
RF. conftituteth us inthat Office: Extreme 
and evident need will not only excufe 

the liberty. we fhall affume, but it ob- 

ligeth.us to ufe our power to fave him 5 

in. cafe of neglect, that furly anfwer, 


Gen.4.9. | Axe I my Brothers keeper? will not 
Notety see ferve our turn. We may, we fhould, 


"giua. Ts it isnot only innocent, but juft and 
tot west; &- Jandable for us to be watchful over our 
Sky EW xKot- . ; : | 3 

voy oeds eu- Neighbour’s concernment and depott- 
qv, &c. Vid. ment, if we do it out of pure charity, 


ae weet: ina difereet, quiet, and gentle: man- 


9. in Mat.O- mers. mt ee 
iors. 7° Infines If any fignal opportu- 
in Eph.Or.1g, nity of doing our Neighbour confide- 


hry, ia Tit. rable good, efpecially to his Soul,:doth 


Or.§. in Hebr, pei ie 7 | 
Or. 30. offer. IC. felf we. may . lawfully, . we 


{hould.in charity embrace it; we may 

- then even obtrude upon him ‘our 
_ dire€tion and fuccour; if he be fo 
-, blind as not. to difcern our g@od 
will, fo peevifh as to. diflike ‘:our. 
proceeding, fo ingrateful as not to 
thank us for our pains, yet our good, 


+ 
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intent will juftifie us before God, and 
at the Bar of Reafon; and we have to 
countenance us therein, the common 
example of good Men, who for doing 
thus, have worthily been accompted 
the Friends and Benefactors of Man- 
“In thefe and the like cafes we may, 
without offending, intermeddle 3 in 
doing fo, we may indeed truly be faid 
to be quiet, and to do our own Bufi- 


nefs ; bécaufe there 1s no exorbitancy 


or diforder in fuch proceeding, becaufe 
God's Law and found Reafon have ap- 
propriated thefe things to us, and.made 


_. them our ‘concernment: There is no 


Bulinefs more proper or pertinent to 
—-us;-then that wherein we labour to 


promote the Glory:of God, orto pro- 


cure the good of Men; this is the 


principal defign of our Being,and there- 


fore Emploiment therein cannot mif- 
become us: but we muft however in 
fuch Cafes take heed that our .Preten- 
ces are real and well-grounded, that 


~ our. Proceedings are regular and fair 5 


we muft not take or ufe fuch liberty 
malicioufly'; we muft never out of 
hypocritical pretence to the mainte- 
‘ nance of God’s Honour, of publick 

eg | Good, 


ae 


i: 
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oa Fete Truth, or. : Beabe; 
be jnre: y pr tical. or tarbu- 
a chit isto be < erg! peel ear 


i. We fhiduld ti never : (0 out if stnbis 
lies. covetous defire, or £elf-conccit ) 
fo medile as to anvadé any Man's Of 
fice 3 or ¢o affume the exercife of it: 
A private Mani fhould not piofumne to 
act the Prince or the Statehmiani § 4 offer- 

40. conitrol thofe who are net un- 
der hina, to deliberate, debate; deters 
mine; or pals cenfure about : at 
Affairs ot Ocourrences: A Lay-ahau 
thould not intrude drimfelf t0 adaiini- 
fter the Sacred FuriGtions of Authorié 
tatrve Teaching; of difpenfitig the. Sa- 
craments; of exerciling Spiritual Gen= 
fures; of defining Theological Con- 
ttoverfies; which are committed to the 
Guides and Paftors of the Church: 
No Man fhould {ec himfelf upon ‘the 
Tribunal to judg; or undertake with- 
out licence ‘of invitation to atbityate 
the Caufes ‘of others : y thus, is 
to encroach upon God; and: to wifi 
upon Mans We encroach i upotl G 
on to our felves Powers hot de 

rive 
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sived from his Order, and deferting | 


dente; we ufurp upon Man, exerci: 


fing authority over him; which he is — 


‘aot bound to ftoop unto, 
_~ 2, We fhould not (without Call, 
or Allowance) tmeddle with ourSupe- 
Yiors, fo as to advife them, to repre- 
hend them, to blame or inveigh againft 
. their Proceedings ; for this ts to con- 
found the right order of things, to 
‘trefpafs beyond the bourids of our Cal- 
Img and Station; to do wrong, net 
only to them, buttothe Publick,which 
#8 concerned in the upholding their 
Power and Refpe&: It is indeed a 
.  *worfe fault then affummg the Enfigns 
‘of their Dignity, or counterfeimeg 
their Stamps 5 for that is bat to borrow 
the Semblance, this & to enjoy the Sub- 
ftance of their Authority. = 
Nothing in this bufy and licentious 


Age is more ufual, then for private 


‘Men to invade the Office, to exercife 
the Duties, to. cativas and control the 
-A@ions of their Superiors; diftufling 
what they ought to do, and prefcribing 
_ Laws to them 5 taxing what is done by 


thems; murmuring at their Decrees, 


and inveiphing apainft themr Proceed- 
aoe = S ings: 


“ee 
wee 


| Lhe Neh Sérnion. 


i ings Every: one! is finding. hol&s te 
the Statej and picking’ quarvels< with 


the.conducé of Politieal Affairs: Ever 


ry. onéis reforming and fetling the Pub- 


lick according to vModels framed 
in- ht own. Coneeit £: Things (faith 


- one?):are out of order, the Conftituti- 


on is very. defective,;.aad ought to be 
3 corrected 5 fuch a Law, in: all | reafon ; 
fhould be repealed, and. fuch an. one 
enagted 2: Here ‘our States-men’ were 
out of thei -Politicks, and there-our 
-Law-givers failed in point of equity or 


' prudence: No, clamours another no 


‘Jefsxeagerly, all things ftand as well:as 
_carbe, nothing can be amended, -or 
-ought.to be altered 5 oureftablifhment — 
‘inall refpedts is more perfect then Piz. 
‘to's Common-wealth; or the State of 
Futopia > Thus doth each Man appoint 
himfelf Counfellor ef State; and tuyns 
Legiflator without. any: Call from: the 
‘King, or Choice of the Counery 5 
-every.one {natches:at the Scepter, and 
invefts himfelf withthe Senator’s Robe; 


' Every one acteth a: Prince anda Bithop, 


or indeed is'rather a‘Cenfor and Con- | 
troller: of both Orders; not confider- 
ing the wrong-he committeth, nor the 
-arrogance he pradiifeth, nor the mif- 
Ca ag a chiefs 
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chiefs which naturally enfue upon fach 
demeanour ; for to dire; or to. check: 
Governouts, 1s in. effect to exauctorate 
or depofe them, fubftituting our {elves 
in their room 3 and what greater inju- 
ry can we do them, or the Publick 3 
‘ to fix or reverfe Laws, .belongeth to 
the higheft-Authority and deepeft Wif- 
dom, which ‘tis enormous prefumption 

- for us to arrogate to our felves ; by 
attempting fuch things, we confound. 
the ranks of Men, and courfe of 
things ; we ruffle the World; we fup- 
plant publick Tranquillity 5 and what 
greater mifchief then this can we do 
among Men ? sans > ke 
It 1s the bufinefs and duty of thofe \ 
whom God hathconftituted his Repre- 

— fentatives and Minifters to deliberate 

and conclude what is to be done; and 

for the due performance of their 
Charge, they are accomptable to their 
Matter, not to us 3 Nobis obfequii glo- Tidi fummum 
via relia eft ; our Duty and our Pri: hr, Judie: 
viledg, (for {o it 1S, if we could un- nobis obfequii 
derftand it; it being far more eafy and gris eiGa 
| fafe) it is to fubmit and obey with apud Tac. | 
- qniet and patience; if we do more, 4™V.¢- 
Wwe are therein irregular, and no lefs 
undutiful to God; then to out fapert- 

a Gg ours § 
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ours;. We forget: thofe Divine Rules 
Ridel.g.4, and Precepts; Where the Word of a 
King is, there is Power 5 and who weay 

x Pet.2,.13,18. fy to him.What doft thou ? ; Submit your : 
| “felves to every Ordinance of Man for the 
‘Phil 2.14 Lord's fake ? Do all things without mur- 
murings, and difputings : We confider 

not what Judgments are denounced © 

aay, upon thofe, whofe Character it is, to 


defpife Government, to be prefumptuowss — 
and felf-willed, not to be afraid to fpeak, 
evil of Dignities. . . 
We do not weigh the nature of the 
things we meddle with, nor the advan- 
tages of the Perfons,; whom we tax5_ 
nor our own incapacity to judg right- 
ly about them. ‘There is a kindof fa- 
crednefS in the Myfteries of .State.5 “as 
the Myfteries of Faith do farpafs natn- - 
ral Reafon, fo do thofe of State tranf- 
‘cend vulgar Capacity : as Priefts by 
{pecial Grace are qualified beft to un- 


~ derftand the one; fo are Princes by 


Jike peculiar affiftance enabled to pee 


~ netrate the former. He that employ- 


eth them in that great Work of go- 


-yerning the World, and maketh heat 


Inftruments of his Providence, is not 
wanting in affording to them direchion, 
and aid needful for the difcharge af 
= _ their’ 
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their Duty 3. whence their Judgments : 
of things are fomewhat more then hu- 
mane, atid their words may. with us 
&§ for Oracular , 4, diving Sentence proy, 16. 10! 
fthe wife Kiwg faid) is inthe Lips of the 
Kiug 5. bis Mouth tranfgreffeth not ix 
| Judgment > According to the ordina- 
ry reafon of things they are beft able 
to judg of fuck things, being, by rea- 
fon of their eminent ftation, able. to 
difcern more, and faither then othets 5 
having by experience and conftant 
practice acquired 4 truer infight into 
things, and a better skill to manage 
them :.whereas we. being placed be- 
neath. in 4 Valley, can have no good 
“profpeé upon the grounds and. caules 
of their sefolutions and. proceedings 5 
we for want of f{ufficietit, ufé and exer- 
cife, canriot , skill to. ballance the con- 
trary weights and feafons of things 5 
to furmount the difficulties and rubs, to 
unfold the knots and iritrigues, which 
—Qccut in Affairs of that kind 3 we can-" 
not expect, thole fpecial influences of" — 
light. and ftrength from Heaven, to-, 
ward judgmg of Affairs; which do, 
hot properly concern us: wherefore 
we axe altogether incompetent Judges, 
atid imipertiacnt Dealers about. thofe 
, Gg 2 things, 
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‘things; it is great odds, that im doing 


fo, we fhall miftake, and misbehave 
our felves 3 we confequently do vain- _ 


ly and naughtily to meddle with them. 


If the love of Publick Good doth 
tranfport us, Jet us reftrain our felves. 
3. We fhould not indeed fo much as 


~ meddle with the Affairs of our Equals, 
(thofé I mean not.who do equal us in 


dignity or worth, but allfuch who are 
not fubject to our command or charge, 


-however ‘otherwife inferior to us 3 


thofe I fay we fhould not meddle with) 
{© as to control or ‘crofs:them 3 to di- 
rect, or check, or cenftre their pro- 
ceedings againft their will, or without - 
{pecial reafon engaging us thereto : 
for this is alfo -to ufurp an undue au- 
thority 5 thisargueth felf-conceit 5 this 
containeth immodefty and arrogance. ° 

4. We fhould not, without the de- 
fire or leave of Parties concerned, 1n- 
termeddle in the {maller Temporal In- 


terefts of others, upon pretence to fur- 


ther them, or with defign to crofsthem, 
for every mati fhould be teft to himfelf 
to chufe, aud to manage his own Bufi- 
nefs, profecuting it in the method he 
beft liketh Cconfiftent with Law and 
Juftice towards others’) without inter- 

es ruption 


The Ninth Sermon. . 
ruption or control: Every man hath a 
right to do fo, every man defircth it, 
every man commonly hath a capacity 
fufficient for it 3 for each man is apt 
to ftudy his own Bufinefs, to weigh 
his Cafe, to poife his Abilities, with the 
Circumftances in which he ftandeth ; 
and thence is likely to get righter noti- 
ons concerning the ftate of his Affairs, 
todefcry better ways of accomplifhing 


them, then others lefs regarding them 


can do: Every man is beft acquainted 
with his own humour and temper,. and 


_ thence can pick his Bufinefs, and wind — 


the management of it, fo that it fhall 
comply with them, or not grate upon 
them. However, as every man in 
point of intereft and honour. is moft 


concerned in the fuccefs, and fuffereth: 


moft by fruftration of his endeavours, 
fo it is equal that a free choice of his 
proceedings fhould be allowed him, 
without impediment or difturbance 5 
which enjoying, he will more conten- 
— tedly bear any difappointment that hall 


happen. This efpectially we fay, in rer | 


{pect to matters of lefler confequence, 
Cfuch as moft worldly Interefts are) 
by the ill fuccefs whereof our Neigh- 
bour is not extreamly dammaged or 


Ge 3 hurts. 
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‘hurts forin ‘fixch calés the immodefty 


and arrogancy of ‘medling, with thé 


_ Yexation and trouble it is'apt to ‘work; 


do commonly ‘much outweigh any 
benefit wecan prefisne by: our niedling 


to procure, 


3. We fhould 1 not intel ever if 


‘matters: of ‘indifferent ‘and inhotent 


nature fo far meddle, ‘as without conft- 


derable reafon or need, to infringe any 
mans liberty, to cro his humour, td 


obftruct his pleafure, however’ difeor- 
dant thefe'may be to our’ Judgment 
and Palate: Every man hath a parti: 
cular guft for Diet, for Garb, fot Di- . 
vertifements,:. and. Difports, : ¢arifing 
from’ particular‘Complexion, or othet‘. 


unaccomptable Caufes) and fit it is 


that he fhould fatisfy it; itis enough, 


that ‘what he ‘doth feemeth good,’ and 


telifheth to himfelf; if we check him 
therein, we fhall {eem impertinent and 
troublefom, and therefore we fhall re- 
ally be fo; for it is not our Office to 
be Tafters, to be Dreflers, to‘be Ma- 
{ters of the Sports to all Men: we in - 
fuch Matters would ‘pleate-- our ow 
fancy, and therefore :we: fhould mot 
about. them offend others 5 5 ‘tis incivili- 


Ya ‘tis injufti¢e to doi ie cons 
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6. We fhould never offer to put a 
force upon any mans inclination, or 
{trive to bend it unto a compliance 
with ours; inattempting that we fhall 


commonly be difappointed, and we © 


fhall never come fairly off: for fome 


_ are fo tough, they will never yield to 


us, none will comply again{t the grain, 
without regret and difpleafure 5 if you 
extort a compliance with your defire, 
youthereby do lofe their good-opini- 
— on and good-will 5 for no man liketh 
to be over-born with violence or im- 
portunity. 

~ 9. We fhould not in Converfation 
meddle fo as impofe our Opinions and 
Conceits upon others : In converfation 
with our Equals, we have a liberty to 
propound our Judgment, and declare 
our Reafons for it; but if eur Judg- 
ment doth not take, nor our Reafons 
‘perfuade, we fhould have done; to 
prefs farther is rude, to be difpleafed 
for it is vain, to be angry or violent is 


~ unjuft; for by the Law of Converfa- — 


tion every man taketh himfelf to have 


an abfolute right to ufe and follow his 


own Reafon; and he that affects to de- 


prive any man thereof, will pafs for a. 


petty Tyrant, a Clown, or an Idiot 5 


Gg¢4 to. 


103 > 


BO is , 
404 The Ninth Sermon. 

to retain the fatisfaction,which our own 

per{wafion affordeth, is enough to con? 

tent a juft and fober Mind,. without 
triumphing over the underftandings of 

others: ak we 

- 8. We fhould not ordinarily in con- 

verfe affect, or undertake to tedch 5 

for this.implies a pretence to a kind of 
fuperiority, and a preferring our felves 

— to others in. wifdom 3 which argueth 

vanity, and is offenfive to thofe-with 

whom we converfe ; who-care not to 

be dealt with as Difciples, or Under- 

lings. We may with our Equals mo- 

deftly difpute the Cafe, upon even 

sround, as fellow Students of Know+ 

ledg, or Advocates of Truth 5 but _ 

we muft not peremptorily dictate, or 

pronounce with Authority, like Matters — 

- Or Judges. - ae ee ad 

Mec quid aga- +--G, We fhould indeed be cautious of 
tur in alia do- - . } a . | 

mus alia per WNterrupting any Man's Difcourfe, or 

renoverit, Of taking his words out of: his Mouth: | 

“er EP for thisis a-rude way of difpoffeffing _ 
“omen of that, which by-common Law 

of focicty they firppofé themflves to 

enjoy, {peaking their. mind through, 

and perfecting :theiz Difcourfes:tis an 

implicit accufation ‘of impertinency or 

weaknefs in their fpeech 5 “isa Argu- 

| ment, 
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ment, that-we deem our {elves wifer 
then they, or ableto {peak more to 
the purpofe ; it is therefore an unfoci- 
able and diftaftful practice. _ 
~ 10. We fhould be ‘careful of in- 
trenching upon:any mans modefty, in 


any way, either of commendation or 


difpraife 5 fo as to put him to. the 
blufh, or to expofe him unto {corn : 
Sober Men care not to be the Subjects 


of Talk ; no Man can endure to be . 


the Object of Sport 5 we fhould not 
therefore thruft- any Man upon the 
Stage; “tis vexatious, and therefore al- 


ways difcourteous, {ometimes very inju- _ 
‘Tous. | 


11. It is good to be very ftaunch 
and cautious of talking about other, 
‘Men, and their Concernments, in way 
of paffing Characters on them, or def- 


canting upon their Proceedings for 


want of other Difcourfe: This is the 
common refuge of Idlenefs, and the 
practice of idling Goflips, who be- 
caufe they will do- nothing themfelves, 


muft be reflecting upon the doings of . 


others ; and that they may not fay 
nothing, . will. talk impertinently : 
giaegi.x, OE Lepr S. Paul well cou- 
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pleth oe eer that is, frivolous Tat- 
) Bufy-bodiess 42d withal 
(faith. he of fuch gofliping Women, 
1 Tim. 5.13.) they learn to be idle, 
swidring about from Houfe to Houfe s 
and nat only idle, but Tatlers alfo, and 


| Bufj-bodies, fpeaking things which they 


ought not: To affe& talking about 


- others, is indeed a great temptation to. 


Vid. Chry fof. 
in Heb, 31. 3. 
Orat. 21. $ 


i 


{peaking things which we ought not 
to {peak 5 words of unjuft and uncha- 


ritable obloquy. 


12. Furthers we fhould not be in- 
uifitive into the Defigns of Men 5 
for this (befide the vain curiofity and 
impertinency of fo doing) is to affail 


' their modefty; and an adventure to 


fugito. 


vex both them and our felves: Thy 
Neighbour perhaps (as moft advifed 
Men are) is defirous to keep his pur- 


Percontatorem pofe clofe to himfelf; then by mquiry - 


thou either forceft him unwillingly to 
difclofe what he would not, or to give 
thee a repulfe, which he liketh not to 
do; and which when-ever he doth, 


onemusta. 4 he is difpleafed 5 what is pumped out, 


ev armored Let. 


comes up againft nature, and bringeth 
tegret with it; and if we cannot get 
any thing out, we yet.caufe difturbance 
_—* within 5 
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within; and our {elves are not well {a- 
-‘tefied in the difppointment. 
‘ 13. We fhould not pref$ into the 
Retirements of Men’; to do fo, 18 not 
otly immodeft, and rude, but mjuft: 
‘tis immodeft to defire to know frotm 
“aity ‘Man, what he is afhamed or un- 
willing to thew : ‘tis rude to difturb 
any Man'in the enjoiment of his law- cing 
fal freedom, to interrupt him in his Arcanum neq; 
converfation with himflE, to obftrudt %,Jruaens 
his private fatisfaGions: ’tis unjuft to Comiffing; 
bereave a Man of that leiftre ‘and op- Se Fun 
portunity which he poffeffeth, of do-— i: 
ing that which he beft liketh, atid per- 
haps is greatly concerned in 3 of en- 
_ foying his own Thoughts, of medita- 
_ ting upon his Concerns, of examining 
his ‘ways, of compofing his Paffions, 
Of ftudymg Truth, of devotion and 
en ee with bis God 5 of contri- 
ving” and ‘carrying on in any wile the 
‘welfare ‘of, ey Ai Soul. Why doth 
the retire, but 'to‘‘fhun‘ diverfion, or 
that he may be mafter of his ‘time and 
thoughts? why then are we fo unkind,.. 
br fo unjuft, astodeprive him of thofe 
contents and advantages.) 


14, We 
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14. We fhould not pry, or peepin- 
to mens f€crets ; it is a practice: upon 
many accomptsblameablee ssi; 

~ It is commonly impertinent curiofi- 
ty ; for men hide things, becaufe they 
do not think others concerned to. 
know them the concealment argu- 
eth their Opinion to be fuch; and 
_. confequently that he is fondly curious 
Toes Relate who would fearch into them: Why 
* Kansne n (laid he well to one, who feeing him 
-gige ovyxag- carry a Basket covered, did ask what 
Pst » He was in it) doft thou feck to know, when 
Hiclas.Pluc. thou feeft zt covered, that thou mayeft not 
cei mAvae. know 2 | _ 
~ Yt isfouly difcourteous, becaufe of- 
fenfively depriving men of the fati- 
faction they take in concealing their 
matters 5 encroaching upon the inno- 
cent freedoms which they would en- 
joy, without rendring accompt to any 5 
trefpaffing upon their bafhfulnefs, or 
fruftrating their difcretion 5 for there- 
_ fore men chufe to keep things clofe, 
becaufe they like not, or judg it not 
expedient to declare them. LEelef- 7. 
23. Take uo heed unto all words that are 
fboken, left thon bear thy Servant curfe 
ies eee we 
om: Te 
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Tt 1s alfo grofly injurious to deal 
thus 5 for it 1s a robbery of what is 
moft dear to miei; which they with 
more care referve and guatd, then 
they do their Gold, or their Jewels 5 
fo that to break open the Clofet of a 
Man’s Breaft, to ranfack his Mind, to 


pilfer away his Thoughts, his Affecti-— 


‘oris; Hits Purpofes, may well be deemed 


a worfe fort of Burglary or Theft, then — 


_ to break open Doors, to rifle Trunks, 

orto pick Pocket.  — | 
- Tt isa practice in the common opini- 
on of Men worthily efteemed very dif- 
honeft and treacherous; for Men ge- 
nerally do fuppofe each other to be 
under .a tacit, but well underftood 
comipactjobliged mutually (as they ten- 
_ der greatly the retaining their own Se- 
 crets, (0) to-abftain from attempting 


toh 


- to difcover the Secrets of others; to 


do otherwife, is therefore taken for an 


 act-of perfidious enmity, anda viola- 
tion of mutual confidence. | 
In fine; to peep into Chinks, to Ii- 


- {ten at Doors, or Windows, to mind . | 
Whifpers, to.diveinto Letters and Pa- 


pers, and the like practices, are the 
_ practices of infiduous Evefdroppers, 
Spies, and Sycophants, which common 

pe humanity 


148  — The Noith Sergni 


Sear 


qwemsutro fering thembves te -his knowledg ; 
= that he may be freed from the burthen. 
of keeping them, andthe danger of 

1... Venting them, to the diftafte; wrong or 
Philippides 2- prejudice of others; and hé is came 
‘potk ad ended for his difcretion, who to a 
Lyimachum Prince asking him mhat af his be fhould 
Tyacou a7 taspart te hime $ replied, What-ever you 
lis ded. Pleafe; exceps your Secrets 5 them he well 
r@-. i, Bias: thought unfafe to-keep; and danggrays 
aca “" to uteter 3 How foolifh then is it ¥Or 
luntarily to intrude, er carefully to 
fearchintothem; Sa eee 
——— ig we 
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15. We fhould not lie in wait to 


furprize, of catch any Man at advan- 
tage, to overthrow him when he trips, 
to infalt upon his miftake, or his difa- 
{ter 5 to do thus, is always ill manners, 
‘ais fometimes barbarous inhuinanity. 
Goodnefé in fuch cafes would difpole a 
Man to fupport, relieve, and comfort 
another, if he demandeth, or his cafe 
—needeth fuch medling. 
- 16. Laftly; We fhould never; at 
leaft with much earneftnefs, meddle 
with Affairs, more properly belenging 
to others,and which we do not,or may 
not handfomly pretend to underftand 
fo well as others: fuch are Affairs be- 
fide our Profeflion; which if we un- 
-derftand not, ‘tis a folly, in a peremp- 


tory manner, to treat of theni; if we 


er a 


do underftand them, ‘tis yet undecent 


to conteft or dictate about them, in the 
prefence at leaft of thofe who profefs 
them: thus fhould private men beware 
Cat leaft in that magifterial or eager 
way’) to mteddle with Political Affairs, 
- illiterate Men with Scholaftical; Lay- 


— men with Theological, unexperienced 


Men with any fuch matters; the com- 
prehenfion whereof dependeth upon 

Skill and Exercife ; no Man fhould be 
forward 


juftice. 


, de me Of oO. de ; 
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forwaid ‘to meddle with things extra- 
neousto bisway and.-calling: doing fo, 


_ -¥8-worit to-create much offerice; it hath 


Ufaally thuch immodefty and mich fol- 
ly in its often it containéth mich in- 

‘Thefe are-forme more general Rules 
concerning the matter in hand, E{hoald 


- now-Cif time did permit) infiftupon 


fome particular kinds: of Medling: 
(Advice; Reproof,  Interpofing ix Con- 
tefis )‘ but in regardto your patience; I 
{hall proceed no further-at prefent. 


The 
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i THESS. gan. 
And that ye [tudy to be quiet, and to 
do your own Bufinefs. — 

TN a former Difcourfe upon thefe 
| | words, I have already fhewed, 


1. In what cafes it isallowable or com: 


mendableto meddle with the Affairs 
of others. | 


IL Next, I propounded fome general 
Rules concerning this matter, ac- 
cording to which we may difcern in 

_ what cafes medling with the Affairs 
Of others is commonly blameable. 

‘Thus far I have proceeded 5 


Hh ~~» LI 
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Ill. I thall now give fome Directions 
_ congerning, particular. kinds of med- 
_* Eng, : Arid becaufe they-are many, 
- ¥, thall at. prefent: only infift upon 
three, (referring others to other 


oce¢a 9p) they are, Advice, Reproof, 
pftng 7 ¢ 


Later in Contefts, and Conten- 
_ tions. a 
I. Asto medling in Advice, we may 
- do’wéll’ to obférve thefe Diretti- 

+ Ons. ‘& . ts : fe 

beta get ay ar ai 

1. Advife -not ( except upon Call) 
a Superior, or one more eminent then 
thy. {elf ia, Authority, 3 Dignity, or 
in Age ;. foy he that offereth to advife, 
doth thereby claim to himfelf a kind of 
fuperiesisy, or excellence, above ano- 
ther 5 and it is not well confiftent with 
the reverence and refpe& due to our 
betters to feem to do fo: they fhould 
he wifer then, we, at leaft it becometh 
us not tedeclare we think they arenot; 
Hf they ask Advice, we may without 
- prefumption give it, fuppofing it ta be 
not fo much their defed of Knowledg, 
as prudent Caution, which maketh 
them willing to hear what any man 
can fay to the Cafe; but to obtrude it 
| on 
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on'them, argueth we think them to 


need it, and our felves able to dire& 
them, which is prefumption; and will 
pals for arrogance. = 

__ 2. Wefhould not indeed, with any 
violence or importunity, thruft Advice 
ypon our Equals, or upon any Man 
not fubject to our charge, who is un- 
willing to receive it 5 for this is alfo an 
exalting our felves in skill and wifdom 
above him, and irfiplieth a contemptu- 
~ Gus Opinion concerning his Knowledg 5 
that he isfo weak as to need Advice, 
and yet more weak in not feeking it 
when needful from us 3 which practice 
confifteth not with modefty, and needs 
muft breed offence, it is indeed injuft; 
for every Man of right is to be allowed 
_ to act by his own Advice, and to chufe 
hisown Countellors. 


; 3. Be not obftinate in prefling Ad- 
vice if he that asketh thy counfel, do - 
‘Rot like it, defift from urging farther, 


aid reft content: If thou haft per- 
formed the part of a faithful Friend, of 
a good Man, of a charitable Chriftian 
in advifing what feemed beft to thee; 


that may abundantly fatisfie thee; for © 
the reft zp/é viderit, ‘tis his concern- — 


ment more then thine: If thou pre- 


Hh 2 | tendefk 
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tendeft that he muft follow thy Ad- _ 
vice, or art difpleafed becaufe he doth 
not fa, thou makeft thy felf a Com- 
mander, not a Counfellor 5 the which 
to appoint thee, was befide his intenti- 
on; he meant to feek thy help, not to 
forfeit his own liberty ; and thou art 
not juft in ‘ganna Ig fo much. 

4. Affect not to be a Counfellor, 
nor let any Confiderations (except of 
Friendfhip, Humanity, or Charity) 
eafily difpofe thee to accept the Office 5 
it is not worth the while to undertake 
it asa matter of Reputation, or becaufe 
it feemeth to argue a good opinion 
concerning thy skill and ability 5 forit 
is a critical and dangerous thing to ad- 


vife ; becaufe if the BufinefS fucceed- _ 


eth well according to thy Advice, the 
Principal ufually carrieth away the 
Profit, and the Praife ; his Judgment, 
his Induftry, his Fortune, are applaud- 
éd 5 little. commendation or benefit ac- 
crueth to the Counfellor ; but if it. 
profper not, the main weight of blame 
is furely laid upon him that advifed 

the courfe 5 If you (faith the Party, 

and fay the lookers on) had not thus 


directed, it had not thus fallen out. 


5. Where- 
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3. Wherefore it is commonly expe- . 
dient not toadvife otherwife then with 
refervation and diffidence: *Tis, we 
may fay, the moft probable courfe I 
know, but I queftion whether it will 
fucceed ; I hope well of it, but do not — 
_ thoroughly confide therein 5 this mo- — 

deft and difcreet way, what-ever the | 
event {hall be, will fhelter thee from 
blame; yea, will advance the reputa- 
tion of thy fagacity 5; for if it fail, thy 
Reafon to fufpeé will be pA patie, if 
it profper, the goodnefs of thy Judg- 
ment will be applauded : whereas the 
confident Director, if Succefs crofleth 
his Advice, is exclaimed upon for his 
rafhnefs ; if Succefs favoureth, he is 
Not. yet admired for his wifdom, be- 
caufe he feemed to be fure 5 it being 
“more admirable to guefs the beft among 
doubtful things, then to determine that 
which is certain. So much for medling 
about Advice. . — 7 


Il. For Reproof, (which isneceffary, 
and a Duty upon fome Occafions) we 
may do well to follow thefe Direétti- 
ons. 
1. Reprove not a Superior 3 for ‘tis Levit.19.17. 
exercifing a power over him, and a‘? Poee 
Hh3  .  punifh- 
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punifhing hima s we thereby therefore 
do foar above our pitch, we confound 
Ranks, and pervert the Order fetled 
among men the practice containeth 
irreverence, and prefumption; rt 
feemeth injurious, and is ever odious. 
What the Minifters of God, or Spiti- 


‘tual Paftors do in this kind, they do it 


/ 


pbs 33.37 


a Tim-§. 4. 


by fpecial commiffion or inftinG, (as 
the Prophets in reprehending Princes 
and Priefts, as St. ‘fobx Baptift in re- 
proving Herod); Or as ordinary Su- 
periors in the cafe of Spiritual Gui- 
dance, being fet over ws for that pur- 
pote, and watching for our Souls, for 
which they mufi render an accompt 5 yet 
they muft do it with great moderation 
and difcretion: aeeobuzteg ml emmntys, 
Rebuke not an Elder, (or one more 
aged then thy felf) but extreat hint as a 


Father, (that is,advife him in the moft 


refpeGful and gentle manner) is the 
charge of §. Paul to B. Timothy. In 
cafe of grievance, or fcandal, it be- 


~ cometh Inferiors not proudly or pe- 


~ humbly to remo 


remptorily to criminate and tax, but 


nitrate and fupplicate ” 
forredrefS. i 
' 2, Reprove not rafhly, and without 
certain cognizance of theF'actsfor to re~ 
a ee oe prove 


The Terith Sermon: 


prove for thingsnot done, or(which it 


moral reckoning isthe fame) ‘for things 
not apparent, 1s both unjuft, and ar- 
gueth a malignant difpofition : ‘tis un- 
guft to punifh fo much as the modefty 
of any Man without clear evidence 
and proof; ‘tis malignity to fufpec a 
Man of ill, ‘tis calumny to charge blame 
on iim upon flender pretences, or 
doubtful furmifes. © 3, 

3. Reprove not alforafhly as to the 
point of right, or without bemg able 
to convince the Matter to be afluredly 
— culpable : to reprove for things not 
bad, or not unqueftionably fuch (for 
things that are, or perhaps may be in- 
different and innocent ) is alfo unjuft, 
_ and fignifieth a tyrannical difpofition : 
‘ds unjuft any-wife to punifh a Man, 
without clear warrant of Law 3 ‘tis ty- 
rannical to impofe upon Men our. con- 


ceit, or to perfecute them for ufing 


their: Liberty, following their Judg- 


ment, or enjoying ther Humours; 


which in effec we do, when we re- _ 
provethem for that, which we cannot | 


prove blameable : ’Tis (S. Fames faith) 


SD ye ee ee a, ee 


a judging the Law, or charging it with James 4. 11. 


defect, when we condemn Perfons for 
things not prohibited by it: He faith 
Hh 4 


the 
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the Apoftle) that fpeaketh againft bis 
Barton and judgeth his Brother, fpeake 
eth against the. Law, and judgeto the 


Both thefe kinds of rafh Reproof 
are very inconvenient, as breeding — 
needlefs Offence, and endlefs Conten- 
tion ; for who-ever is thus taxed, will 
certainly take it ill, and will contend 

in his own defence 3 noman patiently, — 
for no fufficient caufe or fure ground, 
will lie under the ftroak of Reproof, 
which always fmarteth, but then en- 
rageth, when it is fuppofed to be in- . 
flicted unjuftly or malicioufly: Even 
thofe who contentedly will bear friend- 
ly Reproof, can worft braok to be 
cauflefly taxed. 

__ 4 Reprove not for flight matters 5 
for fuch faults or defects as ‘proceed, 
from natural frailty, from inadverten- 

_. _ ¢y, from miftake in matters of {mall 
Hen Be meves COMfequence : for it is hard to be jutt 
modicis erro- in fuch Reproof; or fo to temper it, 

qu, eqs as not to exceed the meafure of blame 
ore® dueto fuch faults ; they occur fo of- 

ten, that we fhould never ceafe to be 
carping, if we do it upon fuch occafi- 
ons; ‘tis not worth the while, ‘tis not 
handfome to feem difpleafed —— 
| uttie 
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little things ; “tis {pending our Artille- 
ry upon a Game not ans | the killing: 
Reproof is too grave and ftately a 
thing to be proftituted upon fo mean 
things; to ufe it upon {mall caufé, de- 
rogateth from its weight, when there is 
confiderable reafon for it 5 Friendthip, 
Charity, and Humanity, fhould cover 
— fuch Offences. In fine; It is unfeemly 
_ to reprove Men for fuch things as all 
Men, as themfelves are fo continually 
{ubje& unto: It is therefore better to 
let fuch things pafs without any mark 
of difpleafure or diflike. 

5. Reprove not unfeafonably 5 not 
whena Perfon is indifpofed to bear re- 
proof, or unfit to profit thereby; not, 
when there is likely to be no good ef- 
fec& come from it; when thou fhalt on- 
ly thereby conjure up an evil fpirit of 
difpleafure and — againtt thy felf 
Reproof isa thing of it {elf not good 
or pleafant, but fometimes needful, be- 
caufe wholefome, and good in order 
to the end ; it fhould therefore be ad- 


miniftred as Phyfick; then only, when 


the Patient is fit to receive it, and it 
may ferve to correct his Diftemper ; 
' Otherwife you will only make him 
more fick, and very angry. " 
"Tis 


as 


t2t ee ’ 
| "Ris ever alm 


Prov.9.7,8. 
Dy I 5+ 2 


 Matt.9.6. 
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roft unfeafonable to re- 
prove fome Perfons’; as fcorners, impu- 
dent, incorrigibly profligate Perfons ; - 
who will hate the Reprover, without 
— the Reproof; He that re- 
preveth aScorner,getteth to himfelf fame ; 
and he that rebuketh a wicked mun, get- 
teth bimfelf a blot. Reprove not a Scor- 


mer, left he hate thee, ‘To be maligned,to 


be derided, to be afperfed with re- 
— and flander, is all one fhall get 
y reproving fuch Perfons; it is both 

proftituting good Advice, and expo- 
fing ones {elf to mifchief as our Sa- 
viour tntimateth in ‘that prohibition 5 
Give not that which is Holy unto Dogs, 
neither caft your Pearls before Swine, lest 
they trample them under their feet, and 


turn again and rent you. 


_ As fuch Men ever, fo moft Men in 
fome Seafons are uncapable of Re- 
proof; fo are Men in calamity, who 
are difcompofed by grief, the which is 
rather to be mitigated by comfort, 
then encreafed and exafperated by 
blame; fo are Men ina paffion, who 
have no Ears to hear, no Reafon to 
judg, no Will to comply with Advice: 
Reproof is apt to produce rather an- 
ger and ill-blood, then any contriti- 

| on 
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on or kindly remorf in Perfons {6 af 
Ghed 


"Te is ali uftally not, Rafonable to. 


reprove Men publickly, when ‘their 


modefty tshighly put to it,and their re- 


putation grievoufly faffereth 5 for this 
is an extream fort of punifhment, and 
is taken for needlefS 5, ‘tis extream, be- 
caufe mer had rather fuffer any way, 
then in their honour; ‘tis deemed 
heedlefs, becaufe it may be miniftred 
‘privately. a 


_ 6. Reprove mildly and fweetly 5 in 


the calmeft manner, in the gentleft 


_ térms 5 not im a haughty or imperious 
way, not haftily or fiercely 5 not with 


fowr looks, or in. bitter Language ; 
for thefe ways do beget all the evil, 


and hinder thebeft Effects of Reproof: 


They do certainly enflame and difturb 
the Perfon -reproved 3 they breed 


| wrath, difdain, and hatred againft the - 


Reprover 5 but do not {0 well enligh- 


_ ten the Man to fee his Error, or affect 


him with kindly fence of his mifcarri- 
age, or difpofe him to correct his 
Fault 5 fach Reproofs look rather like 


aby 


the Wounds and Perfecutions of En-- | 


_ mity, then as Remedies miniftred by a 
friendly hand ; they harden Men with 
ra ftomach 


1g 


~ ftomach and Corn to mend upon fach 
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occafion. If Reproof doth not favour 
of Humanity, it fignifieth nothing ; it 
muft be like a bitter Pill wrapt in Gold, 
and tempered with Sugar, otherwife it 


will not go down, or work effettu- 


ally. | 
7. Affe& not to be reprehenfive ; 


_feem not willingly to undertake the 


place of a Reproversappear to be meer- 
ly drawn thereto by fence of Duty, or 
exigency of Friendfhip, or conftraint 
of Charity and Good-will. For to 
affe& reproving, is a fign of ill-nature 


and arrogance ; that we delight to ob-. 


ferve the Faults, that we love to infult 


— upon the Infirmities and Infelicities of 


other Men ;, which is the part of a do- 
mineering and cruel humour. A truly 
good Man indeed would be glad to be 
excufed from the Office ; it is the moft 
unpleafant thing he candoto be ra- 
king in Mens Sores, and caufing {mart 
to his Neighbours; far more gladly 
would he be commending their good 
Deeds, and. cherifhing their Vertue 5 
nothing therefore but Confcience and 
Charity can put him on this Emploi- 
ment. But fo much for medling in Re- 
proof. 

| If. Ano- 


| 
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-¥IL. Another kind of medling is, 


Interpofing in the Contefts, and Conten- 
tions of others. As to this, we may, 


briefly, do well to obferve thefe Dire- 


ions. 


1. We fhould never meddle, {0 as 


to raife Diffentions,or to do fuch things 
which breed them; we fhould by no 
means create mifunderftandings, or di- 
ftafts between our Neighbours; we 
fhould not inftil Jealoufies, or Surmi- 
fes 3; we fhould not mifconftrue Words 
or Actions,to an offenfive fence or con- 
fequence 3 we fhould not conveigh 
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fpightful Tales ; we fhould notdifclofe 


the Secrets of one to another : thefe 


practices engender enmity and ftrife — 


among Men; and are therefore in- 


- humane, or rather Diabolical 5 for 


the Devil is the great Make-bate in the 


. ons. already commenced; blowing up © 


: World. 


2. We fhould not foment Diffenti- 


the Coals that are kindled, by abetting 
the ftrife, or aggravating the caufes 
thereof; it is not good to ftrengthen 
the Quarrel, by fiding with one part, 
except that part be notorioutly oPPrct 


$26 


Prov, a6. 7. 
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fed or abufed in fuch a cafe indeed, 
when Juftice calling fox them,'we ‘gay 
lend our advice and afiiftance 3.and 


' may bear the inconvenience: of being 


engaged 5 as. Mojés hanefily: and) ge- 


‘neroufly did, when he fuccoured hits 


Brother that fuffered wrong; other- 
wife ‘tis advifeable to. keep, our {elves 
out of the Fray; that we do nof en 
courage it by our taking part, ardin- 
volve our {elves in the mifchiefs of 
. 3. Efpecially we fhould not make 
our felves Parties in any Faction,where 
both fides-are eager and. paflionate 5 
for then even they who have.the jutter 


— eanfé, are wont to do unjuft things, ir 
which ‘tis hard for any Man engaged: 


Hot to have fhare, at leaft not to under- 
go: the imputation of them: ‘tis wif. - 
dom therefore in fich cafes.to hold off, 
and to retain a kind of indifferency 5, 
to meddle in them is, (as the We 
Muz faith) to take a Dog by the Ears 5 
which he that doth, can hatdly take. 
care enough of his Fingers. 24 
_ 4 We: fhould not interpofe our — 
{elves ( without: invitatton:) to be Ar- 
bitrators in Points of Difference :..We 
may cautioully mediate perhaps, or 
: '  — advife 
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advife to.Agreement.; but not pretend 
as Judges with Authority to decide the 
Controverfy 5 this favoureth of arro- | | eich 
gance 3 this will work trouble to us, 7 eg 
and bring the difpleafure of both fides a? éugord 
upon us; it is bard in doing fo, to a- se” Ari, 
void becoming Parties, and offending 
one fide: Our Lord therefore did, we 
fee, wave this Office, and put off the 
mvitation, with a, Wha made me a 
Divider, or a Judg between you ? : 

_ §. Ifwe would at all meddlein thefe 
Cafes, 1t fhould be only in endeavour- 
ing, by the moft far and prudent 
means, to renew Peace, and reconcile 
the Diffenters ; if we can by exhor- 
tation and perfuafion to Peace, by re- 
moving mifprifions, by reprefenting 
things Shanditenty, by mitigating their 
paffions, pr them to good terms 5 
this is a laudable medling, this is a 
| bleffed praftice. So I leave this par- 

ticular, and finifh the directive part of 
my Difcourfe. 


IV. I thall now further only briefly 
propofe fome Confiderations inducing — 
to. QuietnefS, and diffuafivefrom Prag- 
maticalnefs; fuch as arife from the Na- 
ture, Properties, Caufes, and on 
| te) 
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of each; ferving to commend the 
one, and difparage the other. 


1. Confider that Quietnefs is juft 
and equal, Pragmaticalnefs ‘is injuri- 
ous. When we contain our {elves 
quiet, and mind only our own Bufi- 
nefs, we allow every Man his Right, 
we harm no Man’s Repute 5 we keep 
our felves within our bounds, and tref- 
pafs not on the Place or Intereft ofour 
Neighbour ; we difturb not the right 
order and courfe of things: but in a 
ing pragmatical, we do wrongfully de- 
prive others of their right and liberty 
to manage their Bufinefs; we preju- 
dice their Credit, implicitly charging 
them with weaknefs, and incapacity to 
difpatch their Affairs without our di- 
retion ; we therefore upon our own 
unequal and partial Judgment, do pre- 
fer and advance our felves above thems 
we affume to our felves in many re- 
{pets more then our due, withdraw- 
ing it from others. In fine; No Man 
loveth that others fhould invade his 
Office, or intrude into his Bufinefs 3 
therefore in juftice every Man fhould 


forbear doing fo toward others. 


2. Qui- 


| 
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,.2. QuietneS fignifieth Humility; 


Modefty; and Sobriety of Minds that 


We conceit not our felves more wife 
then our Neighbour, that we. allow 
every Man his fhare of. diftretion 3 
that wétake others for able and skilfut 
enough to. underftand and mariage 
their own Affairs, but pragmatitalriefs 
argueth much over-weaning arid 4r- 


rogance } that we take our elves for 


the only Men of Wifdom, at lealt for: 
more wife then thofé, into whofe Buif- 
fiefs we thruft our felves. — : 


3. QuietneS is beneficial to the. 


World, preferving the gerteral ordet of 
things, difpofing Men to keep within 


their rank and ftation; and within the 


[phere of their .power and ability; re- 
gulatly. attending to the Work. and 
Bufinefs proper to them; whereby as 
themfelves do well, fo the Publick doth 
thrive.5 but pragmaticalnefs difturbeth 
fhe World, confounding things; re 


moving the.diftin@ion between Supe- 


rior, Inferior, and Equal. rendring 


— each Man’s BufinefS uncertains while 
fome undertake that which belongeth - 
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not tothem: One bufy-body often 
fo we find by experience ) 1s able..to 
iturb and” pelter a ‘whole- Socie- 


4. GiierneG preferveth: Concord : 
dnd: Amity; for no Man. is thereby © 
provoked, being fuffered  -undiftur- 


bedly to. proceed m his courfe, accor 
ding to his mind and pleafure: but 


Pragmatiralnels breedeth ‘Diffentions 
aud Fewds:; for all: Men. are ready to 
quarrel with thofe, who offer to con: 
trol them, or crofsthem in their way 5 


every Man will be zealous in main- 


taining his priviledg of chufing and 
acting according to his choice; and 
eannot but oppofe thofe, who attempt 
to bereaye iim: of it; whence between 
the bufj-body affailing, and others de- 
fending. ther Liberty, Combuftions 


- g. Quiietnefs to the. Perfon endued 

with it, or practifing. it, begetteth 

tranquillity and peace; for-he that let- 

teth others alone, and cometh in no 

Man's way, no Man will be apt to dif- 

quiet or crofs him; he keepeth = 
| | e 


he 
eee 
pate: 
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felf put of Broils and Fa@ions: is: but 
the Bufy-body’ createth vexation and 
inonble to himfelf';" others will be .rea- 
dy to moleft him in his proceedings, 
becaufe he -difturbeth them in theirs : 
He. that will havea Sickle in anothers 
Corn; or an Qar it every Man’sBoat,na 
wonder if lis Fingers be rapped.; Meri 
do mot more naturally bruth off “Flies: 
which buz about their Ears, fir’ upon 
thitit Faces or Harids; and - fting or 
tickle them ; then. they {trive. to drive 
away clamourous ,. and encroaching ee 
Bufy-bodies. Let faith S. Peser’) none 1 Perg.15i 
of yuu fuser as a Bufj-body in other mens 
_ matters, it is; he intimateth, ‘a pra 

Gice’ whereby a Man becoineth liable 
 tofixffer; or which Men aré apt to pu- 
‘pith foundly; and 0. the, Wife Mun}. 
nnplying the fondnefg and danger of | 
its He ( faith he ) that paffeth i Ys andl Prov.26. in 
medleth with ftrife mbt belonging tobi dm, | 
7s like one that taketh a Dog by the Ears s 
that is, without any probable Zod 
effed, he provoketh a Creature that 
will faarl at bien and bite him. 


- Quicines. is a decent and lov dy 
tng: ais fignitying ara difpofiti tion, 
| wat : 


ant 
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and producing good effects 5 but Prag- 
maticalnefs is ugly and odious. Eve- 
ry Man gladly would be Neighbour to 
a quiet Perfon, as who by the fteady 


~calthrief$ and {moothnefs of his hu- 


- mour, the inoffenfive ftillnefs and 


fweetne(s of his demeanour, doth afs 
ford all the pleafure of Converfation, 
without any crofs or trouble. But no 


‘Man willingly would dwell by him, 


who is apt ever to be infefting him by 
his turbulent humour, his obftrepe- 
rous talk; his tumultuous and furious 


carriage; who upon all occafions, 


without invitation or confent, will be 
thrufting in his Eyes, his Tongue, ‘his. 


Hand 5 prying into all that ts done, 


diGating this or that courfe, taxing all 
proceeding, ufurping a kind of jurif- 
didion over him and his actions 5 no 


Man will like, or can well endure fuch — 


a Neighbour. It is commonly obfer- 
ved, that Pride is not only abomina- 
ble to God, but loathfome to Man 5 
and of all Prides, this 1s the moft of- 
fenfive and odious: for the Pride 
which keepeth at home, within a 
Man’s heart or fancy, not iffuing forth 


~ to trouble others, may indeed well be 


defpifed, 
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defpifed, as hugely filly and vain 5 but 
that which breaketh out to the diftur- 

bance and vexation of others, is hated, 
as moleftful and mifchievous. 


7 Quietnefs adorneth any Profef- 
fion, bringing credit, refpe@, and 
lave thereto; but Pragmaticalnefs is 
{candalous, and procureth odinm to 
any Party or Caufe: Men ufually do 
cloak their pragmatical behaviour with 
pretences of Zeal for publick Good, ar 
of kindnefs to fome Party, which they 
_ have efpoufed 5 but thereby they da 


really caft reproach, and draw preju-— 


dice upon their fide; if it be a-good 
Caufe, they do thereby wrong it, 
making it to partake of the blame, in- 


cident to fuch carriage, as if it did pro- _ 


duce or allow diforder ; if it he a bad 
Caufe, they wrong themfelves, aggra- 
_-yating: the guilt of their adherence 
thereto ; for it is a lefs fault to be calm 


and remifs in an ill-way, then bufy or 


violent in promoting. it. Nothing 
hath wrought more prejudice to Reli- 
gion, or hath brought more difpa- 
ragement upon Truth, then boiltcrous 
and unfeafonable Zeal 5 pretending in 

| Ti 3 ways 
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ways of. paffion, of fiercenels, of rude- 
nefs, to advance them: A quiet Sette: 
ry doth to moft Mens fancy appeat 
more lovely, then he that is’ furioutly 
_ and faGtioufly Orthodox ; The Orna- 
sPet. 3.4. ment of 2’ meck and’ quiet Spirit, 
+ Cfaith $. Peter) in God's ght of: great 
price 5 and it isalfo ey eftimable 1 m 
Be Opinion of Men. ° Rte eee 


Te ton oaing- 8, Quiet isa Gate ties keoping 
Tas & x7 pi Men not only from needlef encus: 
stony " brances : of ' Bufinefs; but from the ha- 
 dogants © zaxds of it, or bein chatged with ‘its . 
mn oe Yi bad - facets: but Pragmaticalneti i 
Stor.comtr, Cangerous; for if things go ill, thé 
= Medler furely will be loaded with the 
blames the profit, and commendation 
of Profperities will accrue to the Per: 
fons immediately. concerned 5 but the 
difafter and dammage will be imputed 
to thofe who meddled in the Bufinefs 5 
to excufe.or eafe themfelves, Men will 
caft thé difgrace on: thofe who did 
projec, or further the undertaking : 
He ‘therefore that would be fecure: 
fet him be quiet 5 he that loveth perih 
and trouble, : - him be —. 
cal. 


od. 9. It 
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" g. Te is confequently a great poirre 
of difcretion a quiet, er yielding 
‘a Man peace and fafety, without any 
trouble ; and it is a manifeft folly to 
be Pragmatical, it bemg only with 
care, pains, and trouble to feck difla- 
tisfaCtion to others, and danger to him- 
felf; it being alfo to affect many noe 


tres. 4 

Ts it poflible for ary Man to grafp, 
or compas an infinity of Bufinefs? yet 
this the Pragmatical Man f{eemeth ta 


drive at; for the Bufinefles of other 


~ Men are infinite 5 and into that Abyf& 
he plungeth himfelf, who paffech be= 
yond his own bounds; by the fame 


reafon that he medleth with any befide | 
hisown, he may undertake all the AB ~ 


fairs in the World ; fo heis fare to have 
work enough 5 bute Fruit furely little 
enough of his pains. 

Is it imaginable, that we can eafily 


bring others to our bent, or induce — 


Men to fubmit their Bufinefs to our 
judgement and humour ? Will not 
he that ateempteth fuch things, affu- 
redly expofe himfel to difappomt- 
a Ii 4 ment 


only inconveniencies, but impoflibili- — 
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" ‘ment and regret > Is it not therefore 
wifdom to let eyery Man have his 
own way, and purfue his Concern- 
ments without any check or contro] 
fromus? = cao 


10. We may alfoconfider, that eve- 

ry Man hath Bufinefs of his own fuffi- 

.. 4 eient to employ him; to exercife his 

2, jaaers mind, to exhautt his care and pains, to 
RESOSwY AE - cae 

aS duaertver take up all his time and leafure: To 

 Reortl. Butip- {tudy his own near Concernments, to — 

_ provide for the neceffities and conve- 

niencies of his Life, to look to the In- 

terefts of his Soul, to be diligent in 

his Calling, to difcharge faithfully and 

carefully ajl his Duties relating to God 

and Man, will abundantly employ a 

fwevyuoves Man; well it is if fome of them do 

ev 38 a’ Hot encumber and diftraét him; he 

SSuov.” Zenon. that wall fet himfelf with all his might 

on rae to perform thefe things, will find -e- 

-'€rh.64,'’ noughto do; he need not {eek farther 

“~~ -for work, he need not draw more 

trouble on him. | —— i 

— Seeing then every Man hath bur- 

then enough on his fhoulders, impofed 

by God and Nature, it is vain to take 

on him more load, by engaging per 
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‘ felf in’ the Affairs of others; he wilh 
thence be forced, either to fhake off 

his own Bufinefs, or to become over- - 
burthened and oppreffed with more — 
then he can bear. It is indeed hence — 
obfervable, and it needs muit happen, 

that thofe who meddle with the Bufi- | 
ne of others, are wont to. neglect 
their own; they that are much abroad, 

can feldom be ‘at home; they that . 
know others moft, are leaftacquain- —- 
ted with themfelves; And the wife 
Hebrew, Eccl. 38.26. The wifdom of a 


"learned man comes by opportunity of leifure, 


Conple apgis’s tv tuxcapice goAus ) and he, - 

that hath little Bufinef foall be wife ; 

(6 tAaagsnevG- medife cuts ooplodotlet.) 

Whence jt is fcarce poflible that a 
pragmatical Man fhould be a good | 
Man ; that is,fuch an one,whohoneltly “0 got, tate- 
and carefully performeth the Duties re#yum, 


; : LOELY At. 
incumbent on him. - Demos 


Philofophers therefore | generally , err 


_have advifed Men to fhun needlefs"  * 
Occupations, as the certain impedi- Domes 
ments of a good and happy Life 5 me, guseris 
they bid us endeavour é&mAsy taurss, 7% sais oe 
to (implifie our felves, or to get intoa anes 
condition requiring of us the pee . 

| that 
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2Tim. 2.4 that can be todos S. Pant intended 
a the fame, when he advifed us pr te- 
 BMeweSe Tels TH wis mpeynerdots, oF 
Ink. 10; 4x, 20 be extangled in the’ negotiations of 
mecils at Life 3 and our Saviour,when he touch- _ 
eae ed Martha for being troubled abous many 
eupatorum things : So far therefore we fhould be 
conditio mile- fiom taking in hand the Affairs of 
ra eft, eorvem | eye ees : oe an 
ramen mife- Other Men, that we fhould labour. to 
Tima, qui n€ contratt our own, and reduce them to 
fuis quidem epetied } om Ces 
occupationi- the feweft that we can; otherwife we 
. buslaborant. {halt hardly attain Wifdom, or be able 
Vite.xg,. | toperformour Duty. - | 
Tacitus faith 11. But fuppofe us to have much 
of the Sticks {pare time, and to want Bufinefs 5 fo 
tutkidos & that we are to feek for divertifement, 
negotiorum and muft for relief fly to curiofity 5 
ome” vet is it not advifeable to meddle with — 
- . ‘ - the Affairs of other Men; there are 
_ |° divers other ways more innocent, more 
\-.  fafe, more pleafant, more advantagi- 
ous to divert our felves, and fatisfie 
~ Nature offereth her felf, and her in- 
-- exhauftible ftore of appearances to 
our contemplation ; we may, without 
any harm, and with much delight, fur- 
vey her rich Varieties, . —— 
e : | | am 


The Tenth Sermon. 
Proceedings, pierce into her Secrets 3 
Every. kind of Antmals, of Plants, of 
Minerals, of Meteors prefenteth Mat- 
ter, whérewith tnnocently, pleafantly, 
arid profitably to entertatt our minds : 
There are thany noble Sciences, by 
applying our minds totlie ftudy where- 
of, we ny ttot only divert them, but 
improve and cultivate them : The Hi- 
ftortes of Ages paft, ot relattons con 
cerning Forreign Countries, wherein 
the manners of men are defcribed, and 
their Actions reported, may afford us 
ufeful pleafire and paftime; thereby 
wemay learn as much, and underftand 
the World as well, as: by the moft cu- 
rious mquiry into the prefent Actions 


_ of men; there we may obferve, we 


inay fean, we may tax the proceedings 
of whom we pleafe without any dan- 
ger or Offence: There areextant num- 
berlef§ Books, wherein the wifeft and 
moft ingenious of men have laid opert 
their hearts, and expofed their moft fe- 
ret Cogitations unto us; in perufing 
them ‘we may. fuffictently bufy our 
felves, and let our idle hours pafs grate- 
fully; we may meddle with our felves, 
{tudying our own difpofitidns, exa- 
ee Or RS Sh ee SEAT 
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_. + mining our principles and purpofes, re- 
fle&ing on our thoughts, words, and 
actions; ftriving thoroughly to under- 
{tand our felves ; to do this, we have 
an unqueftionable right, and by it we 
{hall obtain vaft benefit, much greater 
then we can hope to get by puddering 
in the defigns or doings of others. 
Pragmaticalnefs then, asit is very dan- 
— and troublefome, {0 it 1s per- 
feGtly needlefs 5 it isa kind of idlenefs, 
but of all idlenefs the moft unreafona- 

| ble: It is at leaft worfe then idlenefs, 
‘Arde? Aude in S. Gregory Naziavzen’s Opinion: 
oer ay for, I had rather, faid he, be idle more 
wistkersivé-then I fhould, then over-bufy. Other 
ae Confiderations might be added, . but 
*Aes aver thefe [hope may be fufficient to reftrain 
eager s or this practice, fo unprofitable and_un- 
eeyG- Noes eafy to our felves, and for the moft part 
wes. Greg. {9 injurious and troublefome to others. 
Naz. Or.26. | , 
Now the God of ‘Peace, wake ws perfect 
in every good word and work, through 
‘Fels Chrift, to whom be glory for. 


ever, Amen. (Pe 
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Books printed for Brabazon Aylmer, at 
the Ihree Pigeons over againft the. 
Royal Exchange iz Corhhil. : 

“T' Welve Setmons preached upon feveral 

Occafions, by Ifzac Barrow, D. D. late 

Mafter of Frinity Colledg in Cambridg, and 

one of His Majefties Chaplains in Ordinary. 

In OGavo. :  % 

~ The Duty and Reward of Bounty to the 

Poor: In a Sermon, much enlarged, preach- 

ed at the Spittal, upon Wednefday in Eafter- 

week, dano Dom. 1671. The Second Edi- 
tion, By Ifaac Barrow, D.D. In Odav. 
A Sermon upon the Paffion of ot Bleffed 

Saviour; Preached at Gxild- Hall Chappel, 

on Good-Friday the 13 day of April, 1677, 

The Second Edition. By Ifaae Barrow, D.D. 

In OGavo.. i . _ | 

_ The true and. lively Effigies of Dr. Ifaae 

' Barrow, in a large Print 3 Ingraved by the ex- 

cellent Artift, D. Loggan; price without 

Frames fix: pence. | 

_ The ‘Harmony of the Divine Attributes, © 
in the Accomplifhment of Man’s Redempti~ 
on by the:-Lord_Jefug Chrift: Or Difcourfes 
whercin is fhewed howyhe Wifdom, Mercy, 

_ Juftice, Holihefs, Power and Truth of God, 

are glorified ‘in that, great and blefled Work. 

Ih Quarto. By William Bier, DD | | 
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Books printed for B:Aylmer. 

__ Confiderditns of the Exience of God: 
and of the’ fthinortality of the’ Soul, with | 

the Recompences of the future State. To 
Which is now added, ‘The Divinity of the 
-Chriffian Religion proved “by thie. Evidence 
of Reafon, ‘and Divine Revelation: for the 
Cure of Infidelity, the He@ick Evil of the 
Times. The, Second Edition, inlatged: 
By Walliam Bates, D.D. In Oftaue, . 
_. The Reconcilgablengls of .God’s Prefgi- 
_ ence of the Sins of. Man, with. the Wifdom 
ahd Sincerity of his Counfels, Exhortatis 
ons, and whatfoever means he wufes to pre- 
vent them... In a. Letter to the Hanonrable 
Robert Boyl E{gi, .. To which is now added 
a Polifcript in Defence of the. faid Letter;. 
By Joba Home, M. A. fomeime.F ellow of 
Magdalen Colledg, Oxon ioe Se 

_ Forty Sermons upon feveral Orcafions, by 
the late Reverend and Leamed. .dathony 
and S. Fobi’s Colledg (fuccelfively ) and 
Regius Profeffor of Divinity in the. Univer- 
tity of Cambridg. ; Publithed, according to 
his own Copies; By his Soh “Fonathan Tuck- 


_ ney, M. A. fometimes Fellow BES. Fobn’s. 
— Colledg in Cambridg. In Quanto. ~ ja 

_ Sermons preached by the late Revetend 
and Learned Divine, Thomas Manton, D:D: 
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